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A  Minister's  Prayer 


O  Son  of  God, 

Word  and  Image  of  the  eternal  Father, 

Establisher  and  Keeper  of  Thy  church, 

to  Thee  we  pray  that  we  who  are  called  to  this  difficult  ofifice, 
may  speak  Thy  voice  in  the  church  though  we  be  miserably 
inadequate  men. 
Rule  us  with  Thy  Holy  Spirit, 

teach,  confirm,  and  sustain  us  in  our  great  helplessness 

and  in  this  sad  confusion  of  the  last  age  of  the  world, 
that  we  may  be  instruments  of  salvation,  hallowing  Thy  name, 

leading  multitudes  into  Thy  kingdom, 
that  from  the  four  corners  of  the  earth  men  may  offer  Thee 
their  thanksgiving. 

Amen. 

Melanchthon,  1559 
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Editorial 

Things  are  humming  around  this  Gothic  edifice,  sizzling  with  new 
plans  and  prospective  faculty,  as  if  Dr.  Cushman  had  decided  to  do 
all  his  deaning  in  the  space  of  a  single  year !  The  pace  is  phenomenal, 
but  the  prospect  is  exciting. 

The  leading  article  was  planned  for  the  November  issue  until  the 
recognition  of  the  change  in  the  main  office  drove  it  to  cover.  The 
seniors  who  heard  it,  at  the  final  chapel  service  of  1957-58,  will  be 
glad  to  have  it  in  print,  and  we  believe  that  all  the  alumni  will  rejoice 
at  another  Petrine  document. 

An  alumni  contribution  is  included  in  this  number — perhaps  the 
earnest  of  others  to  come  from  you. 

The  third  Clinic  in  Preaching  will  be  held  July  6-17.  If  you  are 
interested  in  sermonizing — and  being  constructively  criticized — let 
Professor  Cleland  know  and  your  name  will  be  placed  on  the  list  of 
"possibles,"  even  of  "probables,"  perhaps  of  "certainties." 


Graduation  Within  the  Christian 
Community 

By  Professor  Ray  C.  Petry 

Graduation  again  calls  its  together.  Other  graduations  will  claim 
each  of  us,  all  our  lives.  May  all  of  them,  like  this  one,  be  within,  not 
from,  the  Christian  community. 

What  I  say  tonight  is  not  a  sermon.  It  is  certainly  no  lecture. 
Most  of  you  are  beyond  lectures  at  last ;  free  of  all  sermons,  save  your 
own.  Call  this  a  poetic  fantasy  if  you  wish ;  perhaps  a  set  of  para- 
bolic musings.  No  matter.  I  hold  it  simply  an  affirmation  of  faith. 
The  development  of  it  is  not  for  me  to  argue,  but  for  each  of  us  to 
sustain  or  reject  throughout  our  subsequent  careers. 

Listen  to  my  assumptions  with  charity,  and  I'll  state  them  with 
brevity.  They  are  four :  First,  the  Christian  community  is  basically 
collegial ;  second,  it  is  infinitely  graduated ;  third,  it  is  profoundly 
ecumenical;  fourth,  it  is  confidently  stable. 

I 

First,  then,  the  Christian  community  is  basically  collegial.  In 
pre-Christian  times  a  collegium  was  not  primarily  an  educational  in- 
stitution. It  frequently  had  religious  functions.  It  was  basically  a 
guild  or  uniz^ersifas.  As  such,  it  might  be  a  burial  society,  an  associa- 
tion of  Roman  priests,  or  a  volunteer  fire  company.  Collegians,  again, 
might  be  gravediggers,  worshippers  or  panhandlers. 

The  Christian  college,  in  its  emergence,  built  upon  the  connota- 
tions of  mutual  assistance  already  prevalent  in  Graeco-Roman  clubs. 
New  expressions  of  uncalculating  helpfulness  soon  came  to  character- 
ize these  communities  of  Christ-following.  Gradually,  the  term  col- 
lege assumed  the  character  of  reciprocating  love,  exercised  within  the 
sphere  of  edifying  Christian  instruction. 

The  first  Christians  were  true  collegians;  that  is,  they  were  guild 
members  of  that  agape  which  is  in  Christ.  As  collegers  of  Christ,  they 
were  students  of  the  great  Master.  Pages  of  Latin-Christian  etymol- 
ogy witness  to  the  accretion  of  meanings  in  later  history  acquired  by 
the  word  collegium.  College  might,  for  instance,  betoken  an  associa- 
tion of  monks  or  a  body  of  cardinals.  Increasingly,  it  emphasized 
the  welding  of  intellectual  discipline  in  a  close-knit  community  of 
religious  dedication. 


II 

Now,  to  my  second  postulate.  The  Christian  community  is  in- 
finitely graduated.  So,  naturally,  are  the  individuals  that  comprise  it. 
In  the  background  of  the  graduate  and  of  graduation  stands  the 
Latin  graduatiis,  stemming  out  of  graduarc,  derived  from  gradus. 
This  matter  of  taking  degrees ;  of  proceeding  to,  and  by,  stages  or 
steps ;  of  being  marked  or  divided  into  grades  as  by  a  scale ;  of  pass- 
ing by  degrees,  or  of  changing  gradually — all  of  this  is  pertinent, 
especially,  to  collegers  of  Christ.  The  Christian  college  is  an  associa- 
tion of  those  taking  steps  into  spiritual  and  intellectual  maturity;  a 
guild  of  those  entering  into,  and  emerging  from,  new  stages  of  de- 
velopment. Grades,  stages,  scales,  marks,  and  degrees  are  registered 
h\  the  graduate  and  upon  him.  Stated  graduation  seasons  once 
ended,  improvised  steps  may  come  down,  and  the  hall  be  left  vacant. 
For  the  Christian  collegian,  however,  as  for  no  other,  the  gradations 
Ijecome  steeper,  the  graduation  imprints  deeper  in  the  Master's 
graduate  school. 

Graduation  for  such  as  these  is,  indeed,  graduation  ivithin,  not 
jroni,  the  Christian  community,  the  iinn-crsitas.  The  Christian  him- 
self, like  his  journey,  is  graduated  from  one  end  to  the  other.  So  are 
his  associations  while  on  course  and  in  his  final  beatitude.  He  is  not, 
thereby,  stereotyped  beyond  freedom.  Actually,  he  is  jointed  and  made 
flexible  in  anticipation  of  all  his  earthly  and  heavenly  articulations. 
He  is  graduated  in  all  his  being,  from  before  his  physical  birth,  through 
his  passage  in  space-time,  in  exact  preparation  for  his  potential  role  in 
eternity.  His  graduations  are  constantly  calibrated.  They  are  calcu- 
lated and  corrected  unceasingly  against  his  final  proportions  and  pur- 
poses. As  a  resourceful  colonist  of  the  heavenly  country,  he  is  set 
in  pilgrimage  within  this  temporal  community  of  wayfarers.  As  a 
Christian  traveler,  or  viator,  he  is  sustained  throughout  the  stages  of 
his  journey  from  out  the  knapsack  of  heaven.  He  munches  angels' 
food,  the  celestial  sandwich  bread.  Eucharistically,  thankfully,  he 
partakes  of  the  viaticutn. 

Set  athwart  the  boundaries  joining  this  temporal  neighborhood 
and  the  everlasting  homeland  are  deep  gorges  and  rugged  peaks; 
but  traffic  is  maintained.  Life  in  the  Christian  community  is  always 
in  contact  with  that  of  the  Heavenly  City.  The  City  of  God,  the 
Ch'itas  Dei,  begets  citizens  here  below.  The  Church  of  Christ  is 
the  agglutinating  bond  that  knits  our  temporal  society  to  its  parent 
community.  The  graduated  indentations  on  our  human  frames  and 
the  complicated  folds  of  our  human  spirits  make  sense,  if  only  ves- 


tigially,  in  our  final  abiding  place.  The  angels  may  not  admit  swad- 
dling us  for  our  down-draft  from  heaven.  They  will  scarcely  be  sur- 
prised, upon  our  return,  that  we  retain  imprints  of  our  exilic  con- 
figurations. Death,  the  end  of  human  history,  and  the  evacuation  of 
planetary  existence  may  shake  up  our  chassis  somewhat;  may  even 
stave  in  our  more  rustic  apparatus.  But  we  shall  emerge  with  gradu- 
ations still  intact,  insofar  as  they  affect  our  capacity  for  infinitely 
free,  versatile  junctures  within  the  divine  community. 

Here  on  earth  we  eat  the  bread  of  heaven.  We  sit  as  a  family  at 
the  table  of  the  Lord.  The  divine  leadings  that  draw  us  together  in 
sorrow  and  in  joy  are  celestially  oriented.  We  are,  even  now,  dwell- 
ing within  the  Kingdom,  though  not  consummately  so.  Its  full  realiza- 
tion, will  e\-entuate  in  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth ;  a  wholly  re- 
vitalized cosmic  community.  Our  sadly  joyous  sojourn  here  is  like 
an  ordered  musical  scale,  a  symphony  scored  for  everlasting  triumph. 

The  truth  is  that  our  graduations  are  infinite.  They  are  by  the 
Infinite  for  association  zvith  the  Infinite.  Some  of  our  equipment 
seems  a  bit  outmoded  already.  Parts  of  our  electronic  gear  must  be 
intended  for  post-terrestial  communication.  At  least  they  bring  in 
little  but  static  thus  far.  But  there  is  integrity  in  our  design.  We 
are  realistically  fitted  for  our  present  community  of  stickily-fingered 
ideals  and  slightly  over-bleached  values.  We  have  deeply  built-in 
nerve  centers,  however,  sensitized  for  our  ultimate  society  of  unend- 
ing fruition.  Actually,  we  are  already  living  in  company  with  Christ, 
the  Spirit,  and  the  Father.  Our  koinonia  here  is  leased  from  the 
company  of  heaven.  Our  refined  society  there  will  preserve  and  ex- 
pand the  oft-obscured  nobilities  of  our  imperfectly  realized  community 
in  this  life. 

All  our  graduations  have  a  common  source  and  end.  Graduate 
students  are  not  limited  to  those  groomed  for  the  Ph.D.  in  Liberal 
Arts.  They  also  number  B.D.'s  in  course,  and  those  parish-bound ; 
professors  called  to  yet  more  decades  of  long-standing  routine  in  the 
same  old  stalls ;  those  pausing  emeriti  before  entering  the  Highest 
Institute  of  Advanced  Study ;  those,  if  such  there  be,  ending  their 
human  furloughs  with  celestial  homecoming.  Graduated,  and  ever 
graduating,  too,  are  those  preparing  to  enroll  at  other  Studia;  teachers 
swiveling  their  chairs  into  other  scholastic  colloquies;  M.R.E.'s  new- 
ly allocated  ad  interim;  wives  setting  the  old  refrain  to  new  parish 
arrangements;  fat-creased  babies  just  beginning  to  burp  along  the 
clogged  conveyer  lines  of  human  ecstasy  and  bafflement.  All  of  these, 
all  of  us,  within  the  Lord's  Cura  Aniiiiariiin  and  his  ScJiola  Ani- 
mariim;  all  of  us  within  his  Pastoral  Care  and  his  School  of  Souls 


are  graduate  students.  All  of  our  graduations  are  zvithin,  not  jrom, 
the  Christian  community.  Whether  living,  dying,  preaching,  teach- 
ing, praying,  organizing,  researching,  teething,  housekeeping — we  do 
it  as  unto  the  Lord ;  unto  the  Lord  of  the  future  Kingdom,  who  is  no 
less  the  resident  Master  of  our  present  community. 

Ill 

My  third  proposition  follows.  The  Christian  community  is  pro- 
foundly ecumenical.  This  word,  deriving  from  the  Greek  by  way  of 
the  Latin,  traces  back  to  oikoitmcnc,  the  inhabited  world;  then  to 
oikein,  to  inhabit ;  from  oikos,  a  house  or  dwelling.  Thus  Jesus  says, 
in  St.  John's  account,  "In  my  Father's  house  [or  oikos]  are  many 
rooms  [monai,  or  mansioncs]." 

The  Christian  community  is  collegial  at  base.  It  is  graduated  for, 
and  among,  all  its  participants,  at  every  point  of  attachment  to  the 
divine  intent.  This  community  pre-dedicates  each  member  to  com- 
plete householding  with  Father,  Son,  Spirit,  and  the  heavenly  hosts. 
It  conditions  each  of  its  members  for  an  economy  governing  the  en- 
tire Commonwealth  of  the  divinely  reno\ated  universe.  These  move 
about  within  it,  undisturbed  and  calm,  with  the  poised  assurance  of 
uncontested  heirs.  The  natural-born  citizen  of  the  Father's  house 
is  the  Christian  collegian,  the  true  guild  member  of  the  Christian 
universitas,  the  initiate  into  the  mystical  body  of  Christs'  agape.  He 
is  graduated  for  the  joyous  symmetry  of  genuine  patriotism  within 
the  patria,  the  Fatherland.  He  has  the  presence  of  a  Prince  for  he 
is  a  child  of  the  King.  He  is  conceived  and  directed  from  before  his 
genesis  for  this  precise  ending.  Thus  it  is  that  the  children  of  the 
Father  are  at  home  even  when  they  are  abroad.  All  their  traveling 
is  in  terms  of  Home.  While  on  journey  they  are  no  less  referable 
to  the  norms  of  their  abiding  place  than  when  they  are  in  full  resi- 
dence. 

The  Christian  community  on  earth  is  the  society  of  these  who 
are  everywhere  and  always  the  natural  heirs  to  the  Father's  house. 
The  final  refurbishings  of  God's  household  are  not  yet  complete.  Nor 
are  his  final  ecumenical  intentions  wholly  discoverable  to  our  primitive 
vision.  We  cannot  advisedly  announce  what  apartments  he  has  desig- 
nated in  heaven  for  honest  doubters,  dedicated  revolutionaries,  worn 
out  capitalists,  and  exhausted  gadflies.  Likewise  top  secret  are  his 
plans  for  consecrated  heretics,  outmoded  theologians,  reclaimed 
Soviets,  religious  educators,  and  presently  unclassified  church  his- 
torians. Most  of  us,  at  the  moment,  are  understandably  wary  of  pro- 
claiming our  own  ecumenical  movement  a  complete  success.     Too 
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many  people  still  refuse  to  endorse  the  preferred  Protestant  version 
of  the  divine  lease.  There  is,  however,  no  sign  that  the  Lord  of  Glory 
has  frozen  his  housing  program.  Estimates  by  the  Church  Fathers  of 
the  eternal  constituency  seem  a  bit  unrealistic.  "In  my  Father's  house 
are  many  living  units,"  said  Jesus.  This  may  well  mean  that  we  shall, 
if  we  will,  come  gladly  and  together  in  our  human  diversity  into  the 
Father's  house,  at  last.  It  could  also  mean  that  wherever,  in  our 
human  pilgrimage,  we  are  subject  to  Christ's  interpenetrating  love 
in  our  midst  we  are  already  moving  into  our  private  quarters  and  into 
our  common  rooms  in  glory.  However  hidden  from  our  prying 
scrutiny,  however  uncoerced  by  our  stubborn  terms  set  up  for  the  sal- 
vation of  others,  God  is  quietly  going  about  his  own  business :  that  of 
constraining  all  who  will  to  enter  His  house.  He  is  wooing  us  all 
to  claim  the  inheritance  set  up  for  us  from  before  the  beginning  of  all 
worlds. 

Nozv — not  at  some  future  time,  but  now — we  are  being  domesti- 
cated into  eternal  householding  with  the  Beloved  Company.  God  is 
already  our  Father.  His  estates  are  already  ours,  though  some  deeds 
are  still  in  probate.  Our  temporary  motels  are  on  his  unrestricted 
acreage.  Our  present  rooms  are  His.  The  suites  beyond  that  are 
being  prepared  for  us  are  already  shaping  the  lines  of  our  temporal 
housekeeping  into  the  contours  of  celestial  economics.  The  Woman's 
Society  member  who  naively  announced  that  the  group  would  study 
the  economical  movement,  when  she  meant  the  ecumenical  one,  was 
guilty  of  little  more  than  a  minor  error.  God's  ecumenics  do  add  up  to 
new  economics.  And,  as  Jesus  once  observed,  IBM  machines  do  not 
wholly  suffice  for  the  change-o\er  from  things  as  they  are,  and  have 
been,  to  things  as  they  must,  and  shall  be.  The  consummate  manager 
is  required  for  the  unparochialized  household. 

The  whole  universe  is  the  Lord's,  including  the  lunar  space-sta- 
tions and  the  interplanetary  milk-runs  now  so  dear  to  our  scientific 
imaginations.  Our  technocratic  age  has  something  of  the  jumpiness 
of  a  threat-engendered  bridegroom.  He  fidgets  over  congratulations 
from  the  bride's  kin  on  the  shrewdness  with  which  he  picked  his 
unintended.  Perhaps,  however,  we  lack  something  of  his  well-nego- 
tiated prospects  for  longevity.  For  the  present  we  are  childishly 
enamoured  of  possible  cousins  on  Mars  to  the  point  of  forgetting  that 
we  are  clearly  relatives  of  the  Divine.  But  not  indefinitely.  We  are 
graduated  for  something  more  lasting  than  the  rocket  stages  of  a 
newly  "come  hither"  universe.  Amidst  all  the  jitteriness  of  "rock- 
and-roll"  physics,  we  are  graced  with  the  equipoise  of  God's  own 
economy. 


IV 

With  this,  my  fourth  supposition  is  already  planted  and  watered. 
The  Christian  community  is  confidently  stable.  This,  our  Christian 
collegium  is,  itself,  graduated  for  the  eternal  household.  This  old 
house  of  our  present  abiding  may  be  taken  down.  But  its  design, 
having  been  drafted  by  the  Master  Architect,  will  find  its  role  in 
the  re-structured  Great  Hall,  of  the  new  heaven  and  the  new  earth. 
The  earthly  city,  the  urbs  terrena,  will  yield  to  dissolution  and  re- 
incorporation within  the  City  Eternal,  the  Urbs  Eterna.  Our  orbit- 
ings in  outer  space  will  be  reoriented  about  the  City  of  God,  the 
Ciz'itas  Dei. 

Ours  is  no  empty  universe,  no  deserted  village  with  its  radiation 
meters  still  ticking  ofl:'  some  Gdtterdaiiiiiientiig.  The  Father's  house 
has  many  rooms.  All  are  to  be  lived  in,  now  and  later.  We  are 
created  and  graduated  to  live  in  them.  Our  very  protons  and  neu- 
trons are  classified.  Our  proportions  and  our  quarters  suit  each 
other.  Eventually  the  raucous  hurdy-gurdies  belaboring  our  sinful- 
ness will  be  replaced  by  stereophonic  praises  of  the  Lord  for  our 
redemption.  The  orchestral  sound  will  be  solid  and  wide ;  the  choral 
fidelity  balanced  and  high. 

The  space-travel  of  man's  amateur  devising  will  doubtless  intrigue 
him  throughout  his  nervous  adolescence.  Finally,  however,  it  will 
pall  before  the  inexhaustible  reaches  spread  out  for  untrammeled  ex- 
ploration on  the  part  of  all  who  love  the  Lord. 

Admittedly  our  final  landing  in  the  Home  Country  is  deferred; 
but  our  passage  is  by  celestial  navigation.  Our  passenger  listing  is 
made  up  of  compatibles.  The  Master  of  our  flight  is  eternally  on 
course.  In  His  stability  rest  our  confidence  and  calm.  If  our  coming 
were  not  expected  would  He  have  told  us  of  preparations  for  our 
arrival  ?  Meanwhile,  let  our  hearts  be  unperturbed,  our  spirits 
tranquil. 

Yes,  I  realize  that  I  once  wrought  confusion  for  you  at  the  be- 
ginning in  Church  History.  I  hope  that  I  have  not  embarrassed  you 
unduly,  at  the  end,  by  this  atonal  symphony  of  all  our  graduations. 
This  is  my  last  say  :  my  final  asseveration.  My  lien  on  your  charity 
as  listeners  is  herewith  dissolved.    You  are  free  at  last ! 

And  now — Goodnight !  May  there  dawn  for  all  of  us  a  glad  new- 
day.  And  may  many  good  tomorrows  be  summoned  into  a  bright 
hereafter.  May  other  graduations  implant  us  ever  deeper  within 
the  divine-human  community;  this,  finally,  when  all  times  and  all 
ages  shall  age  no  more. 


The  Corporate  Life 

XI.   THE  JORDAN  LOAN  LIBRARY 

More  books  were  borrowed  from  the  Henry  Harrison  Jordan 
Loan  Library  during  the  Hbrary's  statistical  year  1957-58  than  ever 
before  in  its  history.  The  2937  books  which  were  loaned  went  to 
1770  ministers  representing  a  number  of  denominations  and  located 
in  as  widely  separated  parts  of  the  country  as  Oregon,  Texas,  North 
Dakota,  Florida  and  Vermont.  Each  of  these  facts  seems  to  indicate 
that  the  Loan  Library  is  performing  its  service  more  adequately  and 
more  broadly  year  by  year. 

The  Jordan  Loan  Library  was  organized  by  a  former  librarian 
of  the  Divinity  School,  the  Reverend  George  Brinkmann  Ehlhardt, 
and  was  supported  in  the  beginning  by  a  gift  from  members  of  his 
family  and  by  the  North  Carolina  and  Western  North  Carolina  Con- 
ferences of  the  Methodist  Church.  In  1947  the  children  of  the 
Reverend  Henry  Harrison  Jordan  established  a  trust  fund  in  memory 
of  their  father  to  provide  for  the  Library's  expansion  and  continuing 
support. 

The  Loan  Library  now  contains  from  two  to  ten  copies  each  of 
more  than  750  titles  on  a  wide  variety  of  subjects.  Bible,  church 
history,  religious  biography,  psychology  and  philosophy  of  religion, 
preaching,  pastoral  counseling,  theology  and  church  administration 
are  all  well  represented.  In  addition,  an  effort  is  made  to  provide 
current  and  important  books  in  related  fields  in  which  the  minister 
may  have  an  interest.  The  librarian  of  the  Divinity  School,  who  di- 
rects the  program  of  the  Jordan  Loan  Library,  seeks  to  keep  its 
offerings  up-to-date  and  relevant  to  the  needs  of  the  ministers  who 
use  it.  New  titles  are  added  weekly,  and  old  titles  are  removed  from 
the  collection  when  the  demand  for  them  has  passed. 

Users  of  the  Loan  Library  are  kept  informed  of  new  accessions 
by  means  of  printed  and  mimeographed  lists.  A  printed  general 
catalog  is  issued  at  five-year  intervals;  two  printed  supplements  are 
prepared  between  editions  of  the  general  catalog ;  and  mimeographed 
supplements  to  the  printed  catalogs  are  issued  as  need  dictates.  All 
of  these  lists  are  regularly  sent  to  ministers  registered  with  the  Loan 
Library.  The  most  recent  general  catalog,  listing  678  titles,  was 
issued  on  October  1,  1957;  and  a  mimeographed  supplement  to  this 
catalog,  listing  approximately  one  hundred  new  titles  recently  added, 
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is  scheduled  to  appear  on  or  about  March  1,  1959.  Any  mmister 
who  does  not  have  a  copy  of  the  October  1,  1957,  General  Catalog  or 
who  wants  a  copy  of  the  new  mimeographed  supplement  should  send 
his  request  to  the  librarian  of  the  Divinity  School. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  given  recently  to  the  publicizing  of 
the  Loan  Library.  During  the  past  eight  years  more  than  18,000 
letters  explaining  its  services  and  operation  have  been  sent  to  min- 
isters of  various  denominations  in  all  areas  of  the  United  States. 
About  one-third  of  these  men  have  expressed  interest  in  the  services 
of  the  Library,  and  many  have  become  regular  patrons.  An  especial 
effort  has  been  made  to  ofifer  the  Library's  resources  to  ministers  in 
areas  of  the  country  not  served  by  similar  libraries  in  other  semi- 
naries. Particular  attention  has  been  given  to  Methodists,  but  in- 
troductory letters  have  gone  by  Presbyterians,  Episcopalians,  Dis- 
ciples, Baptists  and  Lutherans,  thus  broadening  the  denominational 
as  well  as  the  geographical  area  which  the  Jordan  Loan  Library  is 
serving. 

The  question  which  is  perhaps  most  frequently  asked  of  the 
librarian  by  visitors  to  the  Loan  Library  is,  "What  are  the  preachers 
reading  these  days?"  Year  after  year  Andrew  Blackwood's  and 
W.  E.  Sangster's  books  on  preaching  continue  to  be  among  the  most 
heavily  used  works  in  the  Jordan  Library.  J.  B.  Phillips  and  Leslie 
Weatherhead  are  certainly  near  the  top  of  the  list  of  favorite  authors. 
Within  the  past  year  or  two  an  upsurge  of  interest  in  Paul  Tillich, 
Emil  Brunner,  and  the  Niebuhrs  is  clearly  evident  among  users  of 
the  loan  service.  The  Methodist  building  boom  is  reflected  in  the 
demand  for  books  on  church  architecture  and  symbolism,  while  an 
interest  in  books  on  the  various  facets  of  pastoral  care — dormant  dur- 
ing the  early  years  of  the  Loan  Library — is  perhaps  the  most  con- 
spicuous current  trend.  If  pastoral  care  has  a  rival  in  the  interests  of 
the  Loan  Library  users,  though,  it  is,  as  any  bookseller  could  predict, 
the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls. 


The  Howland-Garber  Model 
of  Solomon's  Temple 


Although  many  reconstructions  of  Solomon's  Temple  drawn  on 
paper  have  been  attempted  by  Western  scholars  since  the  beginning  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  very  few  have  been  able  to  make  or  have  made 
a  model  of  the  famous  structure.  An  exception  was  Conrad  Schick, 
a  German  architect  who  lived  fifty  years  in  Jerusalem  from  1846  to 
1896.  During  this  time  he  constructed  his  well-known  model  of 
the  Temple,  a  copy  of  which  is  still  to  be  seen  in  this  country  at  Har- 
vard University.  Schick's  model  was  never  considered  by  scholars  as 
a  good  representation,  and  now  it  is  completely  outmoded  by  ad- 
vances in  archeology.  This  was  the  cue  for  Paul  Leslie  Garber 
(Ph.D.  Duke,  1939),  Professor  of  Bible  at  Agnes  Scott  College, 
Decatur,  Georgia,  to  make  a  new  attempt.  Dr.  Garber  enlisted  the 
services  of  E.  G.  Rowland,  a  professional  model-maker  of  Troy,  Ohio, 
and  himself  contributed  five  years  of  spare-time  research.  Together 
these  two  gentlemen,  at  much  trouble  and  expense,  have  produced 
the  outstanding  Temple  model  of  the  twentieth  century,  known  of- 
ficially as  the  Howland-Garber  Model  of  Solomon's  Temple.  It  was 
completed  in  1950,  and  is  on  display  at  Agnes  Scott  College.  Book- 
lets, photographs,  filmstrips,  and  reprints  of  published  descriptions 
may  be  obtained  through  Dr.  Garber. 

Since  I  am  engaged  in  a  writing  project  involving  Solomon's 
Temple,  I  took  occasion  during  the  summer  to  visit  Decatur,  to  view 
the  model,  and  to  discuss  the  Temple  problem  with  Dr.  Garber. 
Though  there  still  remain  a  few  uncertainties,  I  am  convinced  that 
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the  Howland-Garber  conies  much  nearer  portraying  the  original 
Solomonic  Temple  than  any  previous  attempt.  I  am  proud  of  what 
this  Duke  alumnus  has  done,  and  I  urge  interested  readers  to  learn 
more  about  the  project  and  its  results.  The  accompanying  drawing 
was  made  by  Alice  M.  Cleland  with  the  permission  of  E.  G.  Rowland, 
the  copyright  owner,  and  gives  an  excellent  idea  of  the  appearance  of 
the  model. 

W.  F.  Stinespring 


Aid  to  Frustrated  Clergy 

Recently  a  letter  appeared  in  the  "love-lorn"  column  of  a  local 
newspaper.  Written  by  a  clergyman,  it  referred  to  an  answer  the 
columnist  frequently  gives  to  her  inquirers :  "Talk  with  your  minis- 
ter." The  clergyman  then  proceeded  to  ask,  "To  whom  do  you 
suggest  that  we  preachers  turn?  We  have  problems  too,  and  we  are 
only  human!" 

This  brother's  letter  is  not  easily  cast  aside.  He  has  struck  a 
note  which  reverberates  in  many  pastors'  studies  today.  There  seems 
to  be  a  rising  tide  of  frustration  among  pastors.  We  find  ourselves 
on  such  a  treadmill  of  promotional  jobs  and  meetings  that  we  have 
cut  our  contacts  with  the  divine  Counselor. 

A  ministers'  prayer  retreat,  sponsored  by  a  Conference  Board  of 
Evangelism  not  long  ago,  was  reliably  reported  to  have  turned  into 
a  sharing  of  "the  ministry  in  the  raw."  If  this  were  the  main  thing 
shared  by  the  men  present,  one  wonders  where  the  dynamism  of 
prayer  therapy  was.  Has  the  reality  of  this  been  lost  to  a  large 
segment  of  the  clergy? 

Martin  Marty,  writing  in  The  Christian  Century,  has  well  pointed 
out  that  suburban  America's  churches  are  scarcely  distinguishable 
from  service  clubs.  No  wonder  the  ministry  is  becoming  frustrated, 
when  it  goes  through  the  "forms"  and  attends  the  meetings  week 
after  week,  only  to  find  that  neither  they  nor  the  laity  have  grown  in 
grace.  Perhaps  this  trend  has  been  most  clearly  brought  into  focus 
by  the  desegregation  controversy.  We  ministers  are  awakening  to 
find  our  people  really  uncommitted  to  Christ  and  unchanged  in  their 
hearts. 

Signs  of  this  ministerial  frustration  are  also  evident  in  the  pastoral 
appointments.     Two  liberal,  active,  middle-aged  men  whom  I  know. 
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were  eager  to  leave  their  "successful"  suburban  congregations  and 
move  to  older,  more  conservative  churches — hoping  to  find  there  some 
spark  of  Christian  commitment  in  the  lay  leadership.  Last  year  in 
Virginia,  five  other  young  men,  having  had  "successful"  pastorates, 
left  them  for  other  types  of  Christian  service.  Why?  Among  other 
things,  they  were  "fed  up"  with  the  pressures  from  the  Methodist 
hierarchy  to  attend  meetings,  send  in  reports,  get  money  for  a  "four- 
lane  highway  of  missions,"  and  add  names,  regardless  of  commitment, 
to  the  church  rolls !  All  of  this  has  become  so  time-consuming  that 
the  parish  minister — and  the  District  Superintendent — has  no  time 
for  his  own  spiritual  cultivation  nor  that  of  his  congregation. 

Yes,  I  am  a  part  of  this  frustrated  group.  But  I  believe  I  am 
finding  a  way  out.  Spiritual  renewal  is  available  through  small  per- 
sonal groups.  A  return  to  the  class-meeting  structure  of  John  Wes- 
ley's day  seems  to  be  the  answer.  However,  a  significant  point  needs 
to  be  kept  in  mind.  These  groups  cannot  be  "organized,"  as  Method- 
ism is  so  famous  for  doing.  They  can  be  dynamic  only  if  they  are 
"born"  from  deep  personal  need. 

Casteel's  symposium.  Spiritual  Rowival  through  Persona! 
Groups,  offers  significant  guideposts.  Parker  and  Dare's  Prayer  Can 
Change  Your  Life  shows  experimentally  the  therapy  which  is  avail- 
able. 

I  can  name  other  ministers  in  our  Virginia-North  Carolina  area 
who  are  making  time  for  small  personal  study-prayer  groups  in  their 
churches  and  among  themselves.  They  are  finding  the  "life  abun- 
dant"— beyond  frustration.  Herein  is  the  technique  by  which  the 
preacher  finds  the  Counselor  and  lays  hold  on  answers  to  his  personal 
problems.  Such  small  lay  groups,  properly  guided,  are  proving  to 
be  the  leaven  in  the  congregational  "lump"  of  their  churches.  Have 
you  heard  of  a  pastoral  relations  committee  or  an  official  board  meet- 
ing evolving  into  a  prayer  group  ?    They  can ! 

May  we  look  to  the  seminaries  to  open  this  door  more  fully? 
Their  students  need  to  know  the  spiritual  potency  of  personal  groups 
before  they  go  out  into  the  pastorate.  Men  now  swimming  ex- 
haustedly  in  the  local  parishes  also  need  the  seminary  to  throw  this 
life-line  to  them. 

James  W.  Reynolds,  Jr.  (B.D.,  '48) 


The  Dean's  Desk 


T  learned,  after  l)ut  a  few  days  of  (leaning,  that  the  dean's  desk  is 
loaded  daily,  and  1  am  clinihing  out  from  under  the  papers,  just  long- 
enough — hefore  catching  a  plane  for  a  meeting  of  the  Association  of 
Methodist  Theological  Schools  in  Kansas  City — not  to  complain,  but 
to  l)eg  leniency  of  many  alumni  whose  letters  of  support  and  appro- 
bation I  have  not  been  able  to  answer. 

Meanwhile,  I  can  report  that  I  have  been  precipitately  inducted 
into  manifold  duties  and  responsibilities — some  unpleasant,  some  ex- 
citing and  full  of  promise — as  together  with  the  faculty  I  look  for- 
ward to  the  larger  usefulness  of  the  Divinity  School. 

We  are,  for  example,  already  in  process  of  careful,  and  I  may  say 
radical  re-examination  of  the  curriculum,  especially  as  this  pertains 
to  the  division  of  practical  studies.  The  possibility  of  such  immediate 
attention  to  these  matters  derives  from  a  hitherto  existing  restiveness 
of  the  faculty  responsible  for  these  disciplines  and  a  desire  to  revise 
our  offerings  in  such  a  fashion  as  to  meet  more  adequately  the  press- 
ing needs  of  the  practicing  minister  and  satisfy  the  standards  of  better 
preparation  in  good  churchmanship.  These  alterations  being  studied 
are  expected  to  involve  some  minor  changes — and  we  hope  improve- 
ment— in  the  curriculum  of  theological  and  historical  studies.  It  is 
anticipated  that  revisions  will  be  ready  by  the  time  the  new  catalogue 
must  go  to  press. 

A  great  measure  of  my  time,  in  company  with  a  faculty  Committee 
on  Faculty  Appointments,  has  been  spent  in  research  and  delibera- 
tions looking  to  a  number  of  decisively  significant  appointments  to 
the  Divinity  School  Faculty. 

To  this  end  it  has  been  necessary  for  the  dean  to  undertake  what 
Professor  Anderson  has  called  "peregrinations"  over  a  vast  stretch 
of  territory  and  to  engage  in  conversation  the  faculty  and  deans  of 
many  theological  schools  such  as  Candler,  Garrett,  Seabury-Western, 
Chicago,  McCormick,  Harvard,  Drew,  Union,  Yale  and  others,  in- 
cluding the  Menninger  Clinic. 

We  are  fortunate  to  have  Professor  L.  Elbert  Wethington  of 
Union  Theological  Seminary,  Manila,  with  us  to  teach  theology  dur- 
ing the  current  spring  semester.  Dr.  Wethington  received  his  doc- 
toral degree  at  Duke  in  1949  and,  after  teaching  successively  at  Buck- 
nell  and  Duke,  accepted  appointment  to  Manila  under  the  Division 


16 

of  World  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Church.  A  native  of  Durham, 
Dr.  Wethington,  with  his  wife,  Lois,  is  on  furlough  for  the  present 
year  from  his  duties  in  the  Philippines.  His  assistance  is  timely  and 
his  presence  among  us,  with  that  of  Mrs.  Wethington  and  the  chil- 
dren, is  most  gratifying. 

Professor  John  J.  Rudin  and  Professor  W.  Arthur  Kale  are  to  be 
on  sabbatical  leave  for  the  spring  semester  1959.  Professor  Rudin 
will  devote  his  period  of  leave  to  research  and  writing.  Professor 
Kale  plans  to  do  "on  the  spot"  study  of  the  curriculum  of  practical 
studies  and  of  Christian  education  at  Perkins,  Yale,  Boston  and 
Union.  He  is  then  scheduled  to  go  to  Britain  for  similar  studies  in 
Scotland,  in  (  )xford  and  in  tiie  iinglish  Methodist  Theological 
Schools. 

I  am  pleased  to  announce,  finally,  that  Dr.  Guy  H.  Ranson,  for- 
merly Professor  of  Christian  Ethics  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  in  Louisville,  accepted,  this  past  November,  appointment 
as  \'isiting"  Associate  Professor  of  Christian  and  Social  Ethics  at 
Duke  Divinity  School.  It  is  anticipated  that  he  will  serve  successive 
years  in  the  absences  of  Professor  Lacy  and  Professor  Beach  whose 
sabbatical  leaves  follow  upon  one  another. 


The  Bulletin  Board 

December  is  more  noteworthy  in  theological  circles  for  the  meet- 
ings of  learned  societies  than  for  festivities  and  Santa  Claus.  How- 
ever, with  Professors  Cannon  and  Petry  growing  full  beards,  we 
should  have  two  good  candidates  for  Saint  Nick  (if  not  for  the  Old 
Nick)  by  next  Christmas.  Professors  Foster,  Lacy,  and  Richey 
participated  in  the  N.  C.  Teachers  of  Religion  Conference,  held  at 
Pfeiffer  College,  Dec.  6.  Lacy  gave  an  address  on  "The  College  Stu- 
dents As  They  Come  to  Us,"  and  was  followed  by  Foster  on  "The 
Pre-Seminary  Curriculum."  After  three  other  papers  on  different 
kinds  of  college  backgrounds  for  pre-ministerial  students,  Richey 
responded  with  an  analytical  summary.  Professor  Rudin  took  a  lead- 
ing part  at  the  national  meeting  of  the  Speech  Association  of  America 
held  in  Chicago,  111.,  Dec.  28-31.  As  vice-chairman  of  the  Speech- 
for-Religious- Workers  Interest  Group,  he  had  planned  the  programs. 
During  the  course  of  the  meetings  he  was  elected  chairman  for  the 
succeeding  year  and  so  chaired   the  business   meetings.      Professor 
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Petry  served  as  a  commentator  on  two  papers  at  the  Christmas  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Society  of  Church  History.  Professor  Clark- 
took,  in  his  usual  stride,  a  full  range  of  activities  at  the  annual  bibli- 
cal meetings  in  New  York,  Dec.  28-31,  attending  the  National  As- 
sociation of  Biblical  Instructors,  the  American  Textual  Criticism 
Seminar,  the  Board  of  Corporators  of  the  American  Schools  of 
Oriental  Research  (in  the  capacity  of  Duke's  representative),  the 
Society  of  Biblical  Literature  and  Exegesis,  and  a  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  International  Greek  New  Testament,  which 
he  had  represented  in  his  research  work  on  Greek  New  Testament 
manuscripts  in  European  libraries  last  summer. 

Professors  Stinespring  and  Brownlee  devoted  Christmas  vacation, 
to  the  final  writing  of  entries  for  Bible  encyclopedias.  Stinespring 
revised  seven  different  entries  for  the  new  edition  of  the  Hastings' 
Dictionary  of  the  Bible.  He  completed  also  his  major  (and  eighth) 
entry  on  "The  Temple"  for  the  forthcoming  Interpreters  Dictionary 
of  the  Bible.  Before  Brownlee  had  finished  articles  on  the  four  Books 
of  Maccabees  for  the  latter  work,  his  youngest  child  was  asking  for 
"more  Maccabees"  instead  of  "more  macaroni"  at  the  dinner  table. 
His  article,  "Ezekiel's  Poetic  Indictment  of  the  Shepherds,"  appeared 
recently  in  the  Harvard  Theological  Review. 

Lectures  which  are  a  part  of  daily  life  here  at  Duke  become  news- 
worthy when  presented  away  from  home.  Professor  Beach  delivered 
the  Settles  Lectures  at  the  Austin  Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary,. 
Jan.  5-9,  speaking  on  "The  Protestant  Christian  Mission  in  Indus- 
trial America."  A  second  barrage  in  the  Lone  Star  State  was  by 
Professor  Cleland,  as  he  delivered  the  Wells  Lectures  on  "Our  Min- 
istry" at  the  Texas  Christian  University  Ministers'  Week,  Jan.  12-14. 
Professor  Petry  gave  a  series  of  lectures  during  the  first  half  of 
February  at  the  University  of  Oregon  and  other  West  Coast  institu- 
tions under  the  auspices  of  the  Pacific  Branch  of  the  American  So- 
ciety of  Church  History.  He  spoke  before  the  Friends  of  the  Library 
at  the  University  of  Oregon  and  participated  in  a  series  of  graduate 
seminars  there  and  at  other  schools  in  the  region.  Professor  Stine- 
spring discussed  the  Middle  East  in  an  address  before  the  Ninth 
x^nnual  Conference  on  World  Affairs  at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  Chapel  Hill,  Feb.  11.  The  topic  of  the  conference  this  year 
was  "East  and  West — a  Search  for  Perspective." 
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Recent  months  have  had  their  usual  quota  of  extra-mural  religious 
education  activities.  Professor  Richey  held  a  three-day  coaching  con- 
ference in  Christian  nurture  and  evangelism  at  Lambuth  College, 
Jackson,  Tenn.,  for  the  Memphis  Conference  Boards  of  Education 
and  Evangelism,  to  prepare  ministers  to  teach  courses  in  the  churches. 
He  has  assumed  responsibility  as  Director  of  the  Approved  Pastors' 
School  to  be  held  at  Duke  this  summer.  Professor  Walton  addressed 
the  Charlotte  District  Church  Extension  Society.  Jan.  6.  On  Jan.  19 
he  met  with  the  N.  C.  Conference  Board  of  Missions  and  Church  Ex- 
tension held  at  Goldsboro.  He  taught  a  course  on  "The  Revelation" 
at  the  leadership  training  school  held  in  Kingsport,  Tenn.,  Jan.  25-29. 
Professor  Anderson  taught  in  the  religious  training  school  of  the 
Presbyterian  Churches  of  Durham,  Jan.  26-30,  speaking  on  "The 
Bible  and  Alan's  Plight."  He  delivered  the  same  series  of  lectures 
also  at  the  Tri-State  United  Mission,  with  meetings  in  Huntsville, 
W.  Va. ;  Portsmouth.  Ohio;  and  Ashland,  Ky.,  Feb.  1-6.  He  was 
likewise  one  of  the  participating  preachers  of  the  Mission.  Pro- 
fessor Stinespring  taught  a  course  on  "Missions  in  the  Middle  East" 
to  a  group  of  women  from  five  churches  in  Burlington,  N.  C,  the 
meetings  being  held  in  the  Front  Street  Methodist  Church,  Jan.  19-22. 

:);  ^  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Speaking  and  preaching  engagements  include  talks  by  Professor 
Cleland  to  the  Duke  alumni  in  Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco  and  a 
sermon  in  the  Stanford  University  Chapel,  in  early  January.  After 
returning  home,  he  addressed  the  N.  C.  Press  Association  Banquet. 
The  vacant  pulpit  of  the  Village  Chapel  in  Pinehurst  was  supplied 
during  January  by  Professors  Anderson,  Cleland,  Lacy,  and  Richey. 
On  Feb.  12,  Anderson  (the  young  Chrysostom  of  the  Divinity 
School)  began  a  series  of  Lenten  meditations  on  "The  Revelation" 
in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  here.  He  was  preacher  also  in  the 
Lenten  program  of  the  New  York  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  and 
the  Church  of  the  Epiphany  in  Wasington,  D.  C,  Feb.  13-14. 

*  t-  =i=  =!:  *  *  >):  * 

The  subject  of  the  Eleventh  Annual  Duke  Divinity  School  Sem- 
inar this  year  was  "The  Church's  Response  to  the  Problems  of  Racial 
-and  International  Relations."  The  program  was  held  (as  previously 
announced j,  in  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Lexington,  N.  C, 
Jan.  19-20,  and  in  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Rocky  Mount, 
N.  C,  Jan.  22-23.  Our  own  faculty  participant  was  Professor  Lacy, 
Avho  spoke  on  "The  Racial  Problem  in  \\^orld  Perspective"  and  the 
related  "The  Mission  of  the  Church."  As  in  years  past.  Professor 
Clark  presided  in  his  capacity  as  chairman  of  the  seminars. 


The  Theology  of  Karl  Barth 

In  current  theological  literature  hardly  anything  is  more  note- 
worthy than  the  accelerated  translation  into  English  of  Karl  Earth's 
monumental  CIntrch  Dogmatics  (availahle  from  Scribner's  in  this 
country  for  $12.50  per  volume  or  from  T.  &  T.  Clark  in  Britain  for 
S7.00  per  volume).  For  an  estimate  of  this  important  project,  as- 
sessing its  significance  for  the  pastor,  we  have  turned  to  Professor 
Robert  T.  Osborn  of  Duke  University's  Undergraduate  Department 
of  Religion.  Dr.  Osborn,  who  studied  in  Switzerland,  is  one  of  those 
rare  theologians  who  can  speak  of  Barth  with  authority.  He  has 
actually  read  through  the  original  Dogmatik  ! 


Barth,  who  is  now  72  years  old.  retired  Professor  of  Theology  at 
the  University  of  Basel  in  Switzerland,  completed,  in  1932,  the  first 
unit  of  the  series  comprising  his  great  theological  system.  The  most 
recent  tome  appeared  in  1955,  bringing  the  total  to  ten.  Barth  still 
has  to  complete  what  he  designates  volumes  IV  and  V.  There  are 
approximately  7,500  pages  to  date,  with  2.500  to  come.  Before  1956, 
when  the  first  fruit  of  the  current  translation  project  appeared,  only 
vol.  I.  part  1 — Barth's  prolegomena,  plus  his  famed  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity — had  been  translated.  Today,  three  more  tomes  are  available 
in  translation :  vol.  I,  part  2,  a  treatment  of  the  Word  of  God  as  mani- 
fest in  the  Incarnation,  the  Scriptures,  and  the  proclamation  of  the 
Church;  vol.  II,  part  1,  a  discussion  of  the  knowledge  and  nature  of 
God;  and  vol.  I\',  part  1,  treating  the  doctrine  of  reconciliation  in 
light  of  the  humiliation  and  condescension  of  the  Son  of  God.  The 
translators  desired  to  publish  vol.  1\ ,  part  1,  early,  so  as  to  keep 
readers  abreast  of  late  developments  in  Barth's  thinking,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  within  a  few  years  they  wall  have  caught  up  with  Barth's 
German  production. 

If  the  reader  is  still  w'ith  me,  he  is  surely  wondering  what  signifi- 
cance this  translation  project  could  possibly  have  for  the  preacher, 
or  for  the  theologian,  for  that  matter.  Who  has  time  for  ten  thousand 
pages  devoted  exclusively  to  the  theological  system  of  one  man  ?  Who 
indeed  has  time  for  ten  thousand  pages  of  theology  of  any  kind  ? 

Doubtless  many  will  not  be  ecstatic  over  this  translation  project. 
Others  will  be  grateftil  for  the  large  indexes,  and  we  should  not  be 
surprised  to  find  increasing  citation  of  Barth  in  support  of  innumer- 
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able  and  often  contradictory  points  of  view.  There  will  be  those  who, 
aware  of  the  need  of  a  disciplined  theological  mind  or  under  the 
necessity  of  writing  a  dissertation,  will  dare  to  work  through  the 
ten  or  more  volumes.  But  there  will  be  readers  who,  for  the  joy  of 
good  theology,  will  genuinely  anticipate  reading  all  that  the  transla- 
tors make  available.  Perhaps  the  majority  of  these  readers  will  be 
satisfied  to  investigate  various  sections  of  the  system,  as,  for  example, 
the  discussion  of  the  meaning  of  Scripture  in  vol.  I,  part  2,  or  the 
treatment  of  the  freedom  of  God  in  vol.  II,  part  1,  or  the  discussion 
of  justification  by  faith  alone  in  vol.  IV,  part  1.  This  is  a  legitimate 
approach,  for  Earth's  wordy  repetitiousness  can  be  accounted  for,  to 
some  extent,  by  the  fact  that  he  is  ever  restating  the  fundamental  as- 
pects of  the  whole  system  as  the  necessary  condition  for  the  under- 
standing of  any  single  part.  If  you  have  been  privately,  or  other- 
wise, engaged  in  debate  with  Rudolph  Bultmann,  you  may  be  pleased 
to  find  Earth  also  encountering  Eultmann  directly,  as  in  the  two-page 
note  beginning  on  p.  76  of  vol.  IV,  part  1. 

For  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  Barth,  there  is  a  pleasant 
surprise  in  store.  He  writes  to  the  preacher  and  speaks,  with  under- 
standing, of  his  concerns.  The  preacher  will  receive  direct  aid  for 
his  preaching;  above  all,  he  will  be  engaged  by,  and  claimed  for,  the 
word  he  proclaims.  If  he  seriously  inquires  of  Barth,  he  will  find  a 
convincing  statement  of  what  and  why  he  is  to  preach,  and  perhaps, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  the  way  to  preach.  Thus  Earth  concludes  the 
first  part  of  the  doctrine  of  reconciliation  (vol.  IV,  part  1)  by  affirm- 
ing that  a  proper  understanding  of  the  gospel  of  Christ  should  lead 
without  question  to  a  courageous  proclamation  of  the  Word  of  God. 
Speaking  of  the  man  of  faith  he  says : 

Above  all,  in  the  midst  of  other  men,  he  is  the  one  who 
knows  the  decisive  fact — who  knows  it  in  .  .  .  active  knowl- 
edge of  himself — that  Jesus  Christ  died  and  rose  again  not 
only  for  him  but  for  them,  that  it  is  the  world  which  God  has 
reconciled  to  Himself  in  Him.  And  this  being  the  case,  can 
he  keep  this  knowledge  when  even  the  very  stones  would 
cry  out  to  impart  the  knowledge  which  he  has  received,  when 
it  is  actually  the  case  that  not  the  stones  only  but  all  the 
creatures  proclaim  'God  was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world 
unto  Himself?'  (p.  779.) 

Deep  gratitude  must  be  expressed  to  the  editors.  Professors 
Torrance  and  Bromiley  of  Edinburgh,  and  to  the  several  translators 
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whose  dreams,  plans,  and  labors  have  made  the  treasure  of  Earth's 
mature  thinking  available  to  those  English  readers  who  are  willing 
to  pay  the  price — in  time  and  money. 


Book  Reviews 


I.    THE  GRAY  LECTURES. 

The  Methodist  Way  of  Life.  Gerald 
Kennedy.  Prentice-Hall.  1958.  211 
pp.   $3.50. 

Bishop  Kennedy's  popular  Gray  Lec- 
tures at  Duke  in  1957  are  here  avail- 
able in  expanded  form — primarily  for 
laymen,  but  a  brisk  review  of  the 
familiar  for  ministers.  In  a  lively, 
folksy  style  we  read  again  the  amazing 
story  of  Wesley's  life  and  labors  and 
early  Methodism,  the  beginnings  in 
America,  the  ministry  of  the  indefatiga- 
ble Asbury  (275,000  miles,  16,000 
sermons!)  and  his  heroic  circuit 
riders,  the  frontier  church  and  its 
westward  march,  the  controversies, 
divisions,  tremendous  development, 
and  reunion  of  Methodism.  This  his- 
torical half  of  the  book  is  followed  by 
an  introduction,  much  of  it  auto- 
biographical in  approach,  to  the  Meth- 
odist Church  of  today — its  ministry, 
connectional  system,  discipline  and  or- 
ganization, world  mission,  laymen's 
and  women's  work,  its  "personal  free- 
dom and  social  responsibility,"  its  es- 
sential qualities  as  a  denomination. 
This    is    ebullient    personal    testimony. 

Prentice-Hall  is  issuing  similar  vol- 
umes on  the  Episcopalian,  Baptist,  and 
Presbyterian  "Ways  of  Life."  Is  this 
publishing  venture  symptomatic  of  a 
resurgence  of  denominationalism  ? 
Bishop  Kennedy  is  an  ardent  advocate, 
thoroughly  at  one  with  the  unabashed 
activism  of  "advance"  which  he  iden- 
tifies as  essentially  ^Methodist.  Yet  he 
hopes  "to  reveal  a  sense  of  debt  but 
no  narrow  pride,"  and  believes  ecumeni- 
cal Christianity  may  be  advanced  as 
denominations  come  to  better  under- 
standing of  their  history,  nature,  and 


place  in  the  larger  Christian  move- 
ment. Perhaps  Methodists  should  read 
also  the  "Way  of  Life"  of  the  other 
denominations  ! — M.  S.  Richey. 

II.  GENERAL. 

Segregation  and  the  Bible.  Everett 
Tilson.  Abingdon.  1958.  176  pp. 
$2.50. 

This  is  a  much  needed  work,  and 
one  worthy  of  wide  circulation.  The 
book  is  divided  into  three  parts  of 
three  chapters  each.  The  first  part 
deals  with  various  alleged  biblical 
supports  for  racial  segregation :  "Does 
the  Bible  demand  segregation?"  Here 
are  helpful  refutations  of  the  assump- 
tions which  underlie  the  bigot's  use 
of  these  scriptures.  The  strongest 
text  on  the  racist's  side,  however,  is 
neglected,  Ezra  4:1-3 — where  the  Jews 
are  given  a  monopoly  on  the  Lord 
{"our  God"  meaning,  "ours — not 
yours")  against  those  of  mixed  racial 
background  who  have  been  worship- 
ping Him.  Likewise  the  strongest 
word  of  the  Old  Testament  against 
segregation  among  the  servants  of  the 
Lord  is  singularly  neglected  (Isa.  56: 
3-8) — where  even  the  real  physical 
inferiority  of  the  eunuch  is  no  just 
ground  for  exclusion,  despite  Deut. 
23:1. 

The  second  part  answers  the  ques- 
tion :  "Are  there  biblical  precedents 
for  segregation?"  Here  the  author 
deals  brilliantly  with  the  alleged  doc- 
trine of  limited  brotherhood,  the  sup- 
posed particularism  of  Jesus,  and  the 
examples  of  the  apostles.  Tilson's 
exegesis  is  usually  good,  but  here  he 
tacitly  grants  a  segregationist  assump- 
tion which  should  not  be  allowed  for 
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a  moment.  Jewish  separatism  cannot 
be  rightly  explored  as  a  precedent  for 
segregation  of  white  gentiles  from 
black  gentiles.  It  is  not  enough  to 
show  that  the  Bible  transcends  these 
ideas  through  Christ  and  the  apostles 
— though  it  is  useful  to  show  that  the 
only  segregation  which  the  Bible  ever 
knew  was  discarded — for  if  these  pas- 
sages are  of  eternal  validity  they  must 
be  applied  literally,  with  the  result 
that  all,  races  of  gentiles  be  made  slaves 
of  the  Jews  (cp.  Isa.  14:1-2;  45:14; 
61 :5)  ! 

The  third  section  discusses  the  "im- 
plications of  biblical  faith  for  the 
Christian  approach  to  segregation." 
Here  the  full  light  of  biblical  doctrine 
is  brought  to  bear  upon  the  subject. 
Indeed,  throughout  the  entire  book,  the 
whole  message  of  the  Bible  in  all  its 
parts  is  ably  expounded,  and  the  race 
question  is  constantly  set  within  this 
context.  Tilson's  book  can  be  aptly 
described  as  a  book  on  biblical 
theology. 

Tilson  would  have  both  segregation- 
ists and  integrationists  examine  their 
motives  and  attitudes  in  the  light  of 
biblical  thought.  Our  sole  concern 
should  be  to  seek  and  to  do  the  will 
of  God.  This  cannot  rightly  be  pushed 
off  upon  our  children  or  grandchil- 
dren: "God  holds  us  responsible  for 
the  society  we  hand  down  to  the  next 
generation — for  if  we  would,  we  could 
change  it." — W.  H.  Brownlee. 

The  Journal  and  Letters  of  Francis 
Asbury.  Edited  by  Elmer  T.  Clark, 
J.  Manning  Potts,  and  Jacob  S.  Pay- 
ton.  Abingdon.  1958.  3  vols.  Over 
2250  pp.    $21.00. 

Francis  Asbury  wrote  in  the  "Ad- 
vertisement" prefacing  part  of  his  pub- 
lished Journal:  "And  as  I  have  been 
(under  God  and  my  Brethren)  the 
principal  overseer  of  the  work  in 
America,  and  have  constantly  travel- 
led from  the  centre  to  the  circumfer- 
ence of  the  Connexion,  I  flatter  myself 
that  reasonable  men  will  acknowledge 
that  I  have  always  had  an  opportunity 
of  obtaining  better  information  relative 
to  the  true  state  of  the  wliole   work 


than  any  other  man  could  possibly 
have"  (I,  xxi).  Yet  Asbury's  Joiir- 
nal,  a  foundational  work  for  Methodist 
historiography  and  for  United  States 
history,  has  been  out  of  print  for  over 
a  century ;  and  his  Letters  have  only 
now  been  collected  into  a  volume.  The 
editing  and  publishing  of  this  massive 
work — under  sponsorship  of  the  Na- 
tional Historical  Publications  Commis- 
sion, the  World  Methodist  Council, 
and  the  Associated  Methodist  Histori- 
cal Societies  of  the  World — are  thus 
a  noteworthy  event. 

The  three  editors,  aided  by  fifteen 
regional  editors  and  hundreds  of  in- 
terested individuals,  have  done  an  ex- 
tensive and  painstaking  job  of  research 
into  the  "whole  range  of  early  Method- 
ist literature,  including  periodicals," 
contemporary  maps,  histories  of 
states,  counties,  cities,  and  churches, 
archives,  genealogies,  deeds,  wills,  and 
other  documents,  for  light  on  Journal 
passages,  and  have  "traveled  widely  in 
all  the  states  to  trace  the  exact  move- 
ments of  the  great  Circuit  Rider" 
(I,  vii). 

Volumes  I  and  II  comprise  the 
Journal  (1771-1815)  and  amount  to 
over  16(K)  pages.  Dr.  Clark,  a  com- 
petent historian,  supplies  the  Intro- 
duction to  Asbury's  life  and  work, 
the  account  of  earlier  editions  of  the 
Journal,  and  a  careful  statement  of  his 
editorial  method.  The  fruits  of  the 
aforementioned  researches  appear  in 
extensive  notes  identifying  places, 
names,  and  events  of  the  Journal,  and 
in  numerous  maps  tracing  Asbury's 
endless  travels  throughout  eastern 
America.  An  exhaustive  index  of 
nearly  fifty  pages  gives  access  to  the 
mass  of  information.  The  impressive 
selected  bibliography  unfortunately 
lacks  the  initials  of  all  the  authors  and 
dates  and  places  of  some  publications. 

Volume  III  assembles  more  than 
five  hundred  of  Asbury's  notes,  longer 
letters,  historical  sketches,  and  notable 
addresses  to  conferences.  There  are 
letters  of  Thomas  Coke  as  well,  and 
the  Cokesbury  College  Rules  (III, 
58ff.),  hardly  enforceable  in  Methodist 
colleges  today !    Dr.  Potts  has  made  a 
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signal  contribution  in  ferreting  out  and 
editing  these  scattered  materials,  and 
in  supplying  brief  introductions  and 
notes.  His  general  introduction  to 
the  Letters  volume  is  wanting  in  liter- 
ary and  scholarly  finesse — at  times 
staccato,  repetitious,  poorly  organized 
— but  this  is  more  than  atoned  for  in 
his  Asbury-like  zeal,  effort,  and  travel. 

And  this  is  attractive  bookmaking, 
with  handsome  binding,  engaging 
typography  and  format,  running  titles 
with  dates  and  places,  and  copious  il- 
lustrations, both  artistic  line  drawings 
and  photograpliic  reproductions.  The 
printing  was  done  in  Britain  for  Ab- 
ingdon and  Epworth  Presses. 

If  this  description  of  the  new  pub- 
lishing event  seems  to  attend  primarily 
to  external  features,  open  the  volumes 
for  yourself  and  see  how  hard  it  is 
to  lay  them  aside.  This  is  existential 
material,  involving,  claiming,  with  the 
dramatic  power  of  man  in  decision  and 
action  under  God !  And  the  men  are 
the  rugged  characters  of  early  Meth- 
odism and  frontier  America.  You  will 
want  to  meet  them  in  these  volumes. 
— M.  S.  Richey 

Inside  Methodist  Union.  James  H. 
Straughn.  Methodist  Publishing 
House.     1958.     192  pp.  $3.00. 

James  H.  Straughn  was  the  first 
bishop  to  be  consecrated  in  the  re- 
united Methodist  Church.  Soon  after- 
ward John  R.  Mott  acclaimed  him  as 
having  done  "more  than  any  other  one 
living  person  to  make  possible  our 
wonderful  unity."  Here  is  Bishop 
Straughn's  account  of  the  Methodist 
Church  "as  it  was  in  the  beginning  .  .  . 
is  now  .  .  .  and  shalt  be?"  (the 
question  mark  is  his).  As  the  last 
president  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  he  writes  from  a  perspective 
often  overlooked  by  both  North  and 
South,  whether  they  be  in  tension  or 
in  harmony. 

The  "ancient"  history  provides  a 
very  useful  summary  of  data  and  at- 
titudes on  division,  although  some  ref- 
erence might  have  been  made  to  the 
A.M.E.  and  A.M.E.  Zion  Churches 
along  with  the  C.M.E.    The  period  of 


negotiations  brings  out  the  compro- 
mises and  contributions  of  the  three 
uniting  bodies:  the  jurisdictional  plan, 
equal  representation  of  laymen  in  an- 
nual conferences,  the  episcopacy,  Ne- 
gro membership.  The  final  section 
deals  bluntly  with  a  number  of  current 
proposals :  a  brief,  almost  convincing 
defense  of  the  jurisdictional  system,  in- 
cluding the  Central  Jurisdiction  (by 
one  born  "on  the  Mason-Dixon  line")  ; 
a  well-taken  complaint  that  retired 
bishops  are  disfranchised  in  the 
Church ;  appeals  for  episcopal  assign- 
ments across  jurisdictions,  for  joint 
lay-clerical  election  of  General  Con- 
ference delegates,  for  an  official 
method  of  consultation  with  churches 
as  well  as  ministers  concerning  ap- 
pointments ;  for  ecumenicity  defined  as 
"a  process,  not  a  consummation  ...  an 
attitude,  not  a  final  realization." 

The  personal  approach  includes  a 
number  of  awkward,  miscon.structed, 
or  incomplete  sentences.  But  it  also 
makes  this  book  extremely  readable 
as  well  as  informative  and  provoca- 
tive, for  all  of  us  inside  Methodist 
union. — C.  Lacy. 

Concerns  of  a  Continent.  James  Hofif- 
man,  editor.  Friendship.  1958. 
166  pp.  $2.95  (paper  $1.50). 

The  Shadozvs  They  Cast.  Janette  T. 
Harrington.  Friendship.  N.Y.  1958. 
161  pp.  $2.95   (paper  $1.50). 

If  it  is  often  easier  to  create  con- 
cern for  the  other  side  of  the  world 
(this  year,  the  Middle  East)  than  for 
mission  opportunities  at  home,  it  is 
still  easier  to  overlook  adjacent  terri- 
tories, the  middle  distance.  The  cur- 
rent home  mission  studies  deal  with 
Alaska,  Canada,  Mexico,  Hawaii,  the 
Caribbean,  and  the  United  States. 
They  are  effective  as  starting  points. 

The  symposium  on  North  American 
neighbors  has  been  written  expertly. 
While  single  chapters  may  be  re- 
stricted as  to  illustration  and  literary 
freedom,  they  eliminate  the  temptation 
(fatal  to  some  study  books)  to  cram 
in  all  possible  statistics  and  discuss 
every  phase  of  the  area.   Most  of  these 
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"concerns  of  a  continent"  succeed  in 
whetting  the  appetite  for  further  in- 
formation. The  "human  interest"  is 
supplied  by  The  Shadozvs  They  Cast, 
not  so  much  biographical  sketches  as 
vignettes  of  Christian  life,  often  in- 
spiring for  sermons,  youth  meetings, 
or  women's  groups.  (Incidentally  the 
last  chapter  introduces  Harry  Ko- 
muro,  Methodist  superintendent  of 
Hawaii,  under  whom  Mason  Willis, 
B.D.  '55,  is  working.) 

A  good  teacher  of  North  American 
neighbors  will  have  to  do  a  lot  of 
extra  research  beyond  these  basic 
study  books.  But  the  books  them- 
selves are  more  delightful  reading 
than  usual,  and  will  prove  in  advance 
how  rewarding  a  thorough  study  can 
be.  There  are  of  course  additional 
helps  (Adult  Guide  by  Rhoda  Edmes- 
ton,  This  Is  North  America  by  Doris 
Darnell,  and  a  host  of  children's 
stories,  plays,  biographies,  maps,  etc. 
— plus  decorations,  place  mats,  nap- 
kins, flags  and  favors  put  out  by 
Wright  Studios,  5264  Brook-i-ille 
Road,    Indianapolis    19,    Indiana). 

■ — C.  Lacy 

The  Faith  of  the  Church.  Karl 
Barth.  Translated  with  introduc- 
tion by  G.  Vahanian.    188  pp.   $1.25. 

Handbook  of  Christian  Theology. 
Edited  by  Marvin  Halverson  and 
Arthur  A.   Cohen.     380  pp.     $1.45. 

An  Introduction  to  the  Books  of  the 
Old  Testament.  W.  O.  E.  Oesterley 
and  Theodore  H.  Robinson.  454 
pp.     $1.45. 

Living    Age    Books,    published    by 
Meridian  Books,  1958. 

Here  are  three  new  paperbacks  of 
outstanding  merit.  The  Barth  is  based 
on  seminars  held  for  pastors  between 
1940  and  1943,  in  which  the  great  the- 
ologian expounded  Calvin's  explana- 
tion of  the  Apostles'  Creed.  This  is 
an  important  item  in  the  Barth  litera- 
ture which  essentially  supplements 
Credo  and  Dogmatics  in  Outline.  The 
handbook  is  comprised  of  brief  "defi- 


nition essays"  on  101  topics  of  current 
theological  interest.  Seventy-one  dis- 
tinguished theologians  have  contrib- 
uted to  what  is  surely  the  most  rep- 
resentative theological  potpourri 
available.  The  introduction  to  the 
books  of  the  Old  Testament  is  a 
standard  work  of  great  technical  com- 
petence and  usefulness. — A.  D.  Foster. 

William  G.  Pollard,  Chance  and  Provi- 
dence. Scribner's,  $3.50. 

Burnham  P.  Beckwith,  Religion,  Phi- 
losophy and  Science.  Philosophical 
Library,  $3.75. 

These  two  books  are  a  study  in  con- 
trast. Both  deal  with  the  same  ques- 
tion :  "Is  it  possible  to  relate  religious 
faith  to  the  findings  of  natural  sci- 
ence?" But  their  beginning  points  are 
completely  opposite  and  their  conclu- 
sions, consequently,  are  contradictory. 
Probably  these  two  books  should  not 
be  considered  together,  for  Pollard's 
book  is  thoughtfully  conceived  and 
well  written,  while  Beckwith's  book 
is  shallow  dilettantism. 

Chance  atid  Providence  is  the  at- 
tempt of  a  physicist  (Pollard  is  the 
Executive  Director  of  the  Oak  Ridge 
Institute  of  Nuclear  Studies)  to  relate 
the  world  view  of  contemporary  physi- 
cal theory  to  the  Christian  belief  in 
providence  (Pollard  is  also  an  or- 
dained minister  of  the  Episcopal 
Church).  After  describing  the  perti- 
nent ideas  of  contemporary  physical 
theory  Pollard  goes  on  to  argue,  with 
a  clearness  that  laymen  can  easily  un- 
derstand, that  while  one  cannot  argue 
the  necessity  of  believing  in  provi- 
dence, at  least  much  room  is  left  for 
such  a  doctrine. 

The  strongest  section  of  the  book 
is  the  lucid  explication  of  the  present 
status  of  scientific  theory  in  regard 
to  the  conception  of  "natural  law," 
and  the  implications  of  modern  physi- 
cal theory  which  clearly  allow  "space" 
for  God  to  work  in  His  universe  and 
in  history.  When  Pollard  turns  to 
the  theological  construction  of  the 
doctrine  of  providence  he  makes  help- 
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ful  suggestions  as  to  possibilities  of 
approach  and  presents  a  way  of  hold- 
ing the  idea  as  a  paradox.  This  the- 
ological discussion,  while  interesting 
and  suggestive,  is  not  of  the  same 
quality  as  the  earlier  descriptions  of 
scientific  methodology.  However,  the 
author's  work  is  enhanced  by  the  fact 
that  he  treads  his  way  around  many 
tempting  shortcuts  and  cliches.  Thus, 
the  main  reaction  to  the  book  is  quite 
affirmative  and  it  is  warmly  recom- 
mended to  anyone  interested  in  the 
subject. 

The  second  book,  Religion,  Phi- 
losophy and  Science,  is  of  an  entirely 
different  order.  It  is  written  by  a 
man  who  lacks  understanding  of  the 
basic  ideas  of  any  one  of  the  three 
areas  which  he  discusses.  The  book 
pretends  to  follow  the  line  of  the 
logical  positivists,  which  denies  valid- 
ity to  religious  and  philosophical 
statements  because  they  deal  with 
ideas  which  are  not  "literally"  nor 
"factually''  proveable.  But  the  author 
is  as  unacquainted  with  the  most  im- 
port ideas  of  the  logical  positivists  as 
with  those  of  philosophy  or  religion. 
It  is  a  book  which  does  little  credit 
to  the  subject,  the  author  or  the  pub- 
lisher. Just  as  heartily  as  the  first 
book  is  recommended,  this  one  is  not 
endorsed. — Thomas  A.  Langford 
(Dept.  of  Undergraduate  Religion) 

Preaching  on  Christian  Unity.  Edited 
by  Robert  Tobias.  Bethany.  1958. 
160  pp.     $3.00. 

The  only  review  this  little  volume 
needs  is  a  roll  call  of  its  contributors : 
Visser  t'Hooft,  Scherer,  Newbigin  (of 
South  India),  Sherrill,  Bereczky  (of 
Hungary),  James  of  Melita  (Ortho- 
dox Aletropolitan),  Luccock,  Bell  of 
Chichester,  Sockman,  Marais  (of 
South  Africa!),  Granville  Walker 
(Disciples),  and  Bosley.  As  the  edi- 
tor says  in  his  Forew-ord,  "Christian 
unity  is  something  to  preach  about.''' 
And  these  men  can  preach ! — C.  Lacy. 


He  Is  Lord  of  All.  Eugene  Carson 
Blake.  Westminster.  1958.  61  pp. 
$1.00. 

This  is  a  wee  bit  of  a  book,  chock 
full  of  homiletical  primers  and  ser- 
monic  content,  being  the  five  lec- 
turettes  delivered  by  the  Stated  Clerk 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  to  the 
Quadrennial  Meeting  of  the  National 
Council  of  Presbyterian  Women's  Or- 
ganizations in  the  early  summer  of 
1958.  It  considers  five  aspects  of  the 
relationship  of  Christ  to  his  followers 
and  seeks,  on  the  part  of  the  reader, 
conscious  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ 
as  Lord — Lord  of  the  Church,  of  his- 
tory, of  the  individual.  Two  qualities 
make  this  a  good  book  for  preachers. 
It  reveals  that  doctrine  can  be  eluci- 
dated for  laymen,  that  teaching  (did- 
achc)  is  a  valid  ministerial  function. 
It  uses  the  indicative  rather  than  the 
imperative  mood,  because  its  theme  is 
good  news  rather  than  good  advice. 
There  are  thoughts  here  which  will 
make  one  raise  his  theological  eye- 
brows and  the  last  chapter,  I  think, 
should  stand  first  or  not  at  all.  But 
the  slim  volume  is  a  wise  Christologi- 
cal  essay. — J.  T.  Cleland. 

By  These  Things  Men  Live.  David 
W.  Charlton.  Greenwich  Book 
Publishers.     1957.     63  pp.    $2.00. 

Existence  Under  God.  Albert  Ed- 
ward Day.  Abingdon.  1958.  144 
pp.    $2.50. 

Let's  Pray  About  It.  Kenneth  Clin- 
ton. American.  1957.  104  pp, 
$2.50. 

Putting  God  First.  Harry  R.  R.  Neat. 
Greenwich  Book  Publishers.  1957. 
102  pp.     $2.50. 

Talks  on  Religion.  Hermon  F.  Bell. 
Philosophical  Library.  1958.  73  pp. 
$3.00. 

There  is  time  and  space  for  but 
brief  descriptions  of  these  five  books. 
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The  hrst  volume  was  written  by  an 
active  pastor,  the  father  of  an  alum- 
nus, David  Charlton,  and  is  a  compila- 
tion of  articles  which  have  appeared 
in  various  religious  periodicals.  They 
are  brief,  Bible-centered,  filled  with 
homey  anecdotes,  replete  with  good 
will,  and  obviously  worried  about  how 
men  live  today  on  earth. 

The  second  volume  is  the  fruit  of 
much  thinking  about  prayer  by  one  of 
the  best  known  ministers  in  Method- 
ism, the  Reverend  Albert  Edward 
Day.  It  falls  into  three  parts:  the 
discovery  of  God;  the  dialogue  with 
God ;  the  deliverance  made  possible  by 
God.  Dr.  Day  realizes  that  desire 
and  training  are  basic  for  such  exist- 
ence under  God,  and  he  encourages  us 
to  be  found  of  God  and  suggests  the 
spiritual  disciplines  necessary  for  such 
an  encounter.  Illustrations,  especially 
testimony,  abound. 

The  third  volume  is  made  up  of 
meditations  on  the  value  of  prayer  by 
the  Reverend  Kenneth  Clinton,  a  min- 
ister in  the  parish,  some  delivered  to 
summer  conferences,  others  arising 
from  his  own  morning  meditations. 
They  are  scripturally  based  and  il- 
lustrated from  every-day  life.  The 
volume  concludes  with  one  chapter 
made  up  of  phrases  actually  used  in 
church  services,  and  another  which  is 
a  collection  of  the  prayers  of  the 
saints,  both  Saints  and  saints. 

The  fourth  volume  is  the  spiritual 
autobiography  of  a  man  who  was  born 
in  Oregon,  worked  in  a  lumber  mill, 
turned  to  the  ministry  without  formal 
training,  served  two  pastorates,  par- 
ticipated in  revival  meetings,  and  con- 
ducted a  Sunday  evening  radio  pro- 
gram. Putting  God  First  is  funda- 
mentalist in  emphasis,  enthusiastic  in 
attitude,  and  exciting  in  its  pastoral 
outreach. 

The  fifth  volume  is  a  compilation  of 
five  Talks  on  Religion,  liberal  in  slant, 
comprising  a  letter  to  the  author's 
daughter ;  an  appreciation  of  Garman 
of  Amherst,  who  influenced  many  men 
in  public  life  and  in  the  ministry;  an 
inquiry    as    to    the    ideal    theological 


school ;  an  estimate  of  religion ;  and 
an  outline  of  theology.  It  is  a  thought- 
ful   piece   of   writing. — J.    T.    Cleland. 

Prayers  of  the  Reformers.  Compiled 
by  Clyde  Manschreck.  Muhlenberg. 
1958.     vii,  183  pp.     $2.50. 

Professor  Manschreck,  whose  re- 
cent volume  on  Melanchthon  has  been 
received  with  such  enthusiasm,  has 
put  us  in  his  debt  again.  We  know — 
roughly,  in  general,  more  or  less — 
what  the  Reformers  of  the  sixteenth 
century  did  and  believed.  But  how, 
and  what,  did  they  pray?  Read  this 
compilation  of  their  prayers,  grouped 
under  various  and  helpful  headings, 
with  an  excellent  thirteen-page  adden- 
dum on  "The  Meaning  of  Prayer  for 
the  Reformers,"  and  you  will  know. 
Calvin's  intellectual  austerity  is  quick- 
ly sensed.  He  prayed  with  his  head, 
but  always  as  the  subject  of  a  sover- 
eign King.  Luther,  just  because  he 
was  still  Luther  when  at  prayer,  com- 
bines warmth,  humility,  beauty,  and 
earthiness.  Melanchthon  is  marked 
by  "a  certain  majesty,  stateliness,  and 
universalism"  (p.  174)  as  he  unites 
the  lordship  of  Calvin's  God  with  the 
mercy  of  Luther's  Christ.  For  good 
measure  one  may  also  hear  Cranmer, 
Coverdale,  Knox,  and  the  like.  The 
heart  of  the  Reformation  may  beat 
longest  in  its  prayers,  for  liturgy  pre- 
cedes and  outlasts  systematized  creeds. 
—J.  T.  Cleland 

Channels  of  Thy  Peace.  Erma  W. 
Kelley.  Abingdon.  1958.  Ill  pp. 
$2.00. 

Most  of  us  have  used,  privately  or 
publicly,  the  prayer  of  Saint  Francis 
of  Assisi  which  begins,  "Lord,  make 
me  a  channel  of  Thy  peace."  Miss 
Kelley,  a  Quaker,  has  taken  this 
prayer  and  arranged,  around  its  key- 
thoughts,  a  thirteen-week  cycle  of 
devotions,  with  seven  separate  medita- 
tions on  each  week's  theme.  It  is 
not  easy  reading;  it  is  probably  not 
meant   to   be.     Each   page  has   to   be 
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ulled  over,  chewed  on,  digested.  Yet,  off  in  a  new  direction.     Moreover,  the 

one  gives  time  and  thought  to  this  author  does   a  better  job  with  proof- 

ttle  book,  it  will  revitalize  valid  but  texts  than  someone  we  all  know, 
ireadbare  beliefs  or  even  set  his  life  — J.  T.  Cleland 
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Editorial 


We  are  becoming  famous.  (No,  not  the  Bulletin.  That  is  just 
another  of  the  booklets,  brochures,  journals,  magazines,  pamphlets, 
papers,  and  periodicals  which  are  laid  aside  and  stacked  up  to  be  read 
when  one  has  some  spare  time.  But  the  days  go  by  and  the  published 
pile  augments.  Praise  be  for  the  waste-paper  drives  sponsored  by 
Junior  Chambers  of  Commerce ! )  Duke  University  has  been  signally 
recognized,  without  enthusiasm,  by  the  editors  of  The  Christian 
Centurv  and  Christianitx  and  Crisis  in  recent  weeks.  The  Divinity 
School  was  partly  the  cause  of  this  notoriety.  Yes,  it  stemmed  from 
the  question  of  the  admissions  policy  with  regard  to  Negroes.  We 
should  be  hanging  our  heads  in  sorrow,  but  on  this  matter  they  cannot 
droop  much  lower.  The  flat  fact  is  that  Negroes  will  be  admitted  to 
Duke  someday :  the  fearful  fact  is  that  they  will  probably  be  admitted 
for  no  reason  which  really  stems  from  the  Christian  faith.  Economic 
necessit}-.  a  new  kind  of  legal  pressure,  angry  embarrassment,  or 
honest  self-interest  will  open  the  doors,  and  Duke,  at  last,  will  be  on  a 
racial  par  with  most  of  her  sister  denominational  seminaries  and  with 
all  ( to  our  knowledge )  of  the  other  interdenominational  and  denomina- 
tional divinity  schools.  Your  facultv  is  not  so  much  bitter  as  it  is 
frustrated,  not  so  much  indignant  as  stalemated.  But  it  still  hopes. 
For  He  who  laughs,  as  He  sits  in  the  heavens,  may  bring  the  hopes  to 
fruition  through  some  strange  messianic  Cyrus  or,  perhaps,  by  the 
old-fashioned  wav  of  the  Cross. 


Contemporary  Novels  and 
Christian  Readers 

Edwin  A.  Penick,  Jr. 
Professor  of  Religion,  Randolph-Macon  Woman's  College 

Some  five  or  six  years  ago  in  connection  with  a  course  that  I  was 
teaching,  a  course  entitled  "'Religious  Thought  in  Contemporary 
Literature,"  I  assigned  one  of  William  Faulkner's  novels  to  my  stu- 
dents for  collateral  reading.  One  of  the  girls  checked  the  book  out 
of  her  small  home-town  library  during  the  Christmas  holidays.  I 
suppose  it  was  something  little  short  of  a  miracle  that  the  book  was 
there  at  all.  But  in  this  country,  we  can  say  with  some  smugness,  we 
don't  suppress  our  Nobel  Prize  winners  in  literature ;  we  persist  in 
honoring  them,  even  if  we  may  not  always  be  able  to  read  or  under- 
stand what  they  write.  At  any  rate,  this  student  revealed  to  us  after- 
ward that  she  had  laid  hands  on  the  library's  copy  only  after  threading 
her  way  through  a  complicated  system  of  mazes,  vaults,  combination 
locks,  and  legal  waivers.  And  when  she  inadvertently  commented 
that  the  novel  had  been  assigned  as  reading  in  a  course  of  religion, 
she  apparently  left  the  librarian  in  a  severe  state  of  hysteria. 

Actually,  such  an  incident  can  serve  as  a  reminder  that,  in  spite 
of  a  growing  chorus  of  voices  that  acclaims  an  increasing  rapproche- 
ment between  religion  and  the  creative  arts,  it  is — so  far — a  pretty 
sophisticated  chorus.  Much  of  the  conversation  is  highly  esoteric. 
The  "fall-out"  from  the  higher  reaches  of  the  intellectual  atmosphere 
may  not  have  been  so  heavy  as  some  scholars  appear  to  believe. 
There  is  a  lively  desire  among  Christian  leaders — especially  at  the 
seminary  level — to  further  the  productive  interplay  between  religion 
and  the  arts ;  but  one  of  the  assumptions  implicit  in  that  desire  is  the 
obvious  one  that  positive  misunderstanding  still  persists.  Many  an 
artist,  on  the  one  hand,  feels  with  considerable  justification  that  pious 
churchmen  would  like  to  enfold  him  in  a  moralistic  strait  jacket  or 
immerse  him  in  sentimental  syrup.  On  the  other  hand,  any  number 
of  earnest  and  devout  souls  view  the  mystifying  creations  of  the  con- 
temporary artist  with  alarm  as  part  of  an  infernal  enterprise  directed 
toward  the  seduction  and  confusion  of  mankind  and  the  return  of 
Chaos  and  Old  Night. 
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I  have  no  embarrassment  whatever  in  admitting  that,  as  far  as 
I'm  concerned,  in  any  exploration  of  two  such  immense  areas  as 
Christian  theology  and  modern  fiction,  modesty  isn't  merely  appro- 
priate ;  it's  compelled.  Dr.  Amos  Wilder,  in  a  recently  published 
volume  entitled  Theology  and  Modern  Literature,  lays  a  charge  upon 
us  that  represents,  for  most  of  us,  another  "impossible  possibility." 
"When  a  theologian  ventures  into  the  field  of  literary  criticism  (he 
writes]  he  runs  into  many  dangers.  In  the  contemporary  conversa- 
tion between  religion  and  the  arts  there  is  no  responsibility  of  the 
churchman  which  is  more  important  or  delicate  ....  The  theologian 
engaged  in  the  interpretation  of  literature  must  be  as  sound  and  dis- 
criminating in  aesthetics  as  in  theology.  Literary  criticism  has  become 
a  highly  sophisticated  activity."^  Any  one  of  us  who  has  sought  to 
trace  pathways  through  the  subtleties  of  theological  reflection  can  still 
stand  baffled  before  the  thicket  of  modern  literary  criticism  and  hear  a 
warning  echo:  "If  you  have  raced  with  men  on  foot,  and  they  have 
wearied  you,  will  you  compete  with  horses  ?  And  if  in  a  safe  land  you 
fall  down,  how  will  you  do  in  the  jungle  of  the  Jordan?"-  But  to 
acknowledge  the  necessity  for  modesty — even  diffidence — here  doesn't 
absolve  the  Christian  lay  theologian  of  the  obligation  to  mediate  as  he 
may  between  the  Christian  reader  and  the  imaginative  writer.  He 
must  consciously  risk  the  charge  of  dabbling  and  dilettantism.  He 
must,  perhaps,  merely  follow  the  lead  of  the  prophets  of  this  move- 
ment, some  of  whom  even  bear  prophetic  names:  Amos  Wilder, 
Nathan  Scott.  But  each,  according  to  his  own  gifts  and  abilities,  can 
assist  Christian  readers  to  understand  this  much :  that  the  contem- 
porary novel  at  its  best — for  all  its  variety  of  structures  and  styles — 
can  carry  us  deeply  into  the  minds  and  hearts  of  individuals  who, 
fictional  or  not.  are  living  and  acting  participants  in  the  "human 
situation"  for  our  time.  They  are  people  who  know  the  same  crucial 
threats  and  yearnings  that  men  have  always  known,  in  one  guise  or 
another ;  they  profess  the  old  faiths  and  think  them  new.  But  they 
breathe  our  air  and  speak  our  idiom.  And,  for  that  reason,  they  bring 
our  situation  home  to  us  with  peculiar  urgency  and  relevance. 

It  isn't  hard  to  marshal  evidence  that  points  to  the  increasingly 
fluent  conversations  being  carried  on  over  the  fence,  so  to  speak, 
between  the  Christian  theologians  and  creative  writers — writers  who, 
in  their  basic  orientations,  are  Christian,  non-Christian,  and  anti- 
Christian.     I  won't  take  time  to  mention  by  name  the  so-called  inter- 

'  Amos  N.  Wilder,  Theology  and  Modern  Literature   (Cambridge:  Harvard 
University  Press,   1958).  p.  70. 
^'Jeremiah   12:5  R.S.V. 


34 

disciplinary  college  conferences  and  national-level  church  departments 
that  have  hurgeoned  from  this  continuing  conversation,  hut  thev  com- 
prise an  impressive  list.  Another  index  is  provided  hy  the  increasing 
numher  of  hooks  that  reflect  a  dual  interest  in  theology  and  in  litera- 
ture. I  don't  want  to  weary  you  with  hihliographical  detail,  hut  let 
me  mention  a  few.  .Some  are  titles  of  long  standing:  Amos  W'ilder's 
prize-winning  Modern  Poetry  and  the  Christian  Tradition,  Stanley  R. 
Hopper's  symposium-volume  Spiritual  Problems  in  Contemporary 
Literature,  and  Nathan  Scott's  Rehearsals  oj  Discomposure:  Aliena- 
tion and  Reconciliation  in  Modern  Literature.  But  within  the  ])ast 
year  other  important  contrihutions  to  this  discussion  have  heen  puh- 
lished.  The  .symposium  edited  hy  Nathan  Scott  and  entitled  The 
Tragic  Vision  and  the  Christian  faitli  contains  a  numher  of  signifi- 
cant Christian  prefaces  to  the  work  of  a  dozen  outstanding  literary 
figures.  ]\Iore  recently  another  series  of  essays  hy  Professor  Scott, 
published  under  the  title  Modern  Literature  and  the  Religious  Fron- 
tier, has  been  joined  by  Amos  Wilder's  latest  volume.  Theology  and 
Modern  Literature,  to  which  I've  already  referred.  Not  all  of  the 
contributions  have  come  from  professional  theologians.  Professor 
Randall  Stewart,  head  of  the  English  Department  at  Vanderbilt  Uni- 
versity, puhli.shed  some  months  ago  a  work  entitled  American  Litera- 
ture and  Christian  Doctrine.  He  frankly  takes  his  stand  within  a 
broadly-defined  Christian  orthodoxy  and  examines  the  work  of  a  num- 
ber of  significant  American  essayists,  poets,  and  novelists  in  the  light 
of  their  definitions  of  man's  fundamental  nature  and  of  their  attitudes 
toward  a  doctrine  of  original  sin.  And  this  past  summer  saw  the 
appearance  of  Edmund  Euller's  critical  appraisal  of  Man  in  Modern 
Fiction.  Mr.  Euller  is  a  teacher  of  literature,  a  novelist  in  his  own 
right,  and  an  intelligent  Christian  layman.  He  seldom  lets  us  hear 
him  grinding  his  theological  axe.  but  he  uses  it  sometimes  almost  in  a 
spirit  of  bufifoonery,  to  whittle  the  excesses  of  contemporary  fiction 
down  to  size.     It's  fun,  and  most  of  the  time  it's  fair. 

In  addition  to  lengthening  bibliographies,  another  piece  of  tangible 
evidence  for  freshening  interest  in  these  overlapping  areas  is  pro- 
vided by  significant  additions  to  the  course  offerings  of  colleges  and 
seminaries.  These  courses  don't  represent  luxuries  or  frills,  hut  rather 
a  valid  concern  with  aspects  of  a  theology  of  culture. 

But  I  think  it's  fair  to  say  that,  in  .spite  of  all  this  enlightened  dis- 
cussion in  the  higher  echelons,  many  a  Christian  reader  still  assumes 
that  the  chief  link — and  possiblv  the  onlv  one — between  modern  fie- 


35 

tiou  and  the  Chi-i>tian  faith  is  in-ovided  h)-  the  novel  tliat  wears  the 
magic  label :  "religious  best-seller." 

Not  many  hardy  souls  could  endure  a  200.000  word  sermon.  But, 
bring  it  down  from  the  pulpit ;  suppress  the  theological  jargon  and 
provide  a  fictional  setting ;  cloak  it  in  a  flashy  dust-jacket ;  and  sound 
a  trumi)et  before  it — and  it  will  address  a  congregation  that  swells 
bevond  all  numbering.  The  "religious  best-seller"  is  an  enduring 
phenomenon  in  this  country.  Literary  critics  may  scorn  it ;  Christian 
theologists  may  disown  it :  but  the  public  reads  it. 

The  formula  for  a  religious  best-seller  is  flexible  within  Hmits. 
There  are  "biblical  novels."  l)reathing  the  carefully  documented  at- 
mosphere of  ancient  Palestine  and  encumbered  with  scriptural  para- 
phrase. There  are  "historical  novels."  mingling  pagan  grandeur  and 
decadence  with  the  blood  of  the  martyrs.  There  are  "ecclesiastical 
novels"  that  recount  congregational  case-histories,  or  that  depict  the 
human  foibles  of  the  hard-collared  shepherds  of  the  flock,  or  that 
murmur  pastoral  injunctions  within  the  shadows  of  hallowed  Gothic 
walls.  Or  again,  there  are  "mystical  novels"  that  impart  to  the  reader 
a  sense  of  Powers  surging  far  beyond  the  range  of  human  comprehen- 
sion, and  that  leave  him  stranded  alone  with  the  xMone  upon  some 
misty  mountain-top. 

It's  fairly  easy  to  caricature  such  writing.  It  is  another  thing 
entirely  to  portray  with  accuracy  the  range  of  ability,  earnestness,  and 
integrity  manifested  in  such  religious  best-sellers  over  the  decades. 
The  authors  of  many  of  these  novels  have  been  persons  of  earnest  Chris- 
tian intent.  Some  of  them  have  been  ordained  ministers  of  the  gospel 
who  have  seized  upon  the  novel  as  a  device  by  which  to  encompass  a 
larger  flock.  They  have  come  preaching ;  they  have  deliberately  dressed 
doctrine  in  fictional  robes.  And  thousands  of  individual  readers  have 
testified  to  the  fact  that  the  reading  of  one  of  these  novels  shored  up  a 
tottering  faith  or  i)rought  comfort  in  the  midst  of  travail.  If  re- 
ligious convictions  haven't  been  deepened  thereby,  they  have  at  least 
been  endorsed.  A  broad  common  denominator  of  religious  yearning 
and  devotion  has  been  appealed  to.  Some  vaguely-felt  spiritual  need 
has  been  met.     Is  this  all  l)ad  ? 

The  serious  Christian  reader  may  find  himself  in  something  of  a 
quandary  here.  He  may  not  be  technically  qualified  to  appreciate  the 
subtler  points  of  analysis  made  by  the  members  of  the  select  coterie 
of  literary  critics ;  he  may  want  to  acknowledge  some  merit  in  the 
evangelistic  zeal  of  the  novelists  in  question ;  he  may  even  be  bothered 
by  an  uncomfortable  feeling  that,  by  failing  to  add  his  plaudits  to 
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those  of  the  "reading  pul)lic,"  he  is  guilty  of  a  kind  of  intellectual 
(and  maybe  spiritual;  snobbery.  And  if  many  readers — as  their 
testimonies  aver — are  by  such  novels  truly  nourished  in  faith,  he  has 
no  desire  whatever  to  belittle  or  to  scorn  a  faith  so  fed.  He  may  be 
wholly  unable,  though,  to  shake  off  a  conviction  that  the  critics  are 
essentially  correct,  that  not  only  are  these  best-selling  religious  novels 
radically  inferior  when  aesthetically  evaluated  in  the  context  of  great 
fiction,  past  and  present ;  but  that  their  theology  is  thin,  as  well.  They 
are,  say  their  dust-jackets,  "inspirational."  But  do  they  take  the 
reader  with  them  into  the  shadows  of  agonizing  struggle  and  guilt  and 
failure  where  the  promise  of  the  Christian  gospel  becomes  fully  and 
personally  meaningful  ? 

Not  often.  For,  normally,  in  the  last  analysis,  the  popular  religious 
novel  doesn't  question ;  it  answers  questions.  That's  why  it's  popular. 
If  it  disturbs — and  this  it  seldom  does,  profoundly — that's  simply  to 
render  skepticism's  final  defeat  more  dramatic.  If  crises  are  con- 
fronted, they  are  readily  overcome.  Faith  reigns  triumphant.  Heaven 
and  earth  are  met  in  smiling  conjunction.  The  hungry  are  filled 
with  good  things,  and  the  rich — if  they've  sustained  their  resistance 
to  conversion  down  to  the  last  page — are  sent  empty  away.  For 
many  readers,  it  is   (you  may  say)   satisfactory. 

For  the  next  few  minutes.  I'd  like  to  contrast  a  novel  that  in  Dr. 
Paul  Tillich's  phrase  is  perhaps  religious  in  content,  but  not  in  style 
(Lloyd  Douglas'  The  Robe)  with  a  second  novel  that's  religious  in 
both  style  and  content  (Par  Lagerkvist's  Barahbas).  If  it  seems  that 
I've  been  unfair  in  setting  up  a  straw  man  as  a  whipping  boy,  let  me 
offer  these  reminders  in  justification  of  my  choice  of  The  Robe.  For 
a  great  many  people  it  represents  the  "religious  novel"  par  exeellence. 
This  means  that  some  regard  it  almost  as  a  fifth  gospel ;  and  others  see 
in  it  an  accurate  representation  of  what  they  had  always  suspected  the 
Christian  faith  stood  for ;  and  hence,  it  vindicates  their  skepticism  in 
their  own  eyes. 

In  October,  1942,  appeared  the  most  spectacularly  successful  book 
that  the  Reverend  Lloyd  C.  Douglas  ever  wrote  :  The  Robe.  Unlike 
his  earlier  novels  which  had  contemporary  settings,  the  story  of  The 
Robe  was  laid  in  first-century  Rome,  Greece,  and  Palestine.  The 
story  literally  sprawls  all  over  the  map,  and  ranges  from  the  palatial 
villa  of  the  Emperor  Tiberius  to  the  overcrowded  shop  of  a  Jewish 
weaver  in  Athens.  Most  of  you  are  familiar  with  the  plot.  The 
young  tribune  Marcellus  Gallio,  commander  of  the  outpost  of  Minoa, 
is  in  Jerusalem  at  the  time  of  Jesus'  trial  and  is  delegated  by  Pilate 
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to  carry  out  the  sentence  of  crucifixion.  The  sensitive  young  Roman 
obeys  orders,  but  is  shaken  beyond  measure  at  his  personal  role  in 
the  death  of  this  innocent  Jew.  At  a  drunken  banquet  on  the  night 
of  the  crucifixion,  Marcellus  is  persuaded  as  an  act  of  bravado  to  put 
on  Jesus'  Galilean  robe,  and  as  a  result  is  driven  out  of  his  senses. 
The  rest  of  the  long  book  describes  the  fortunes  of  Marcellus  and  his 
loyal  Greek  slave  Demetrius  as  the  two  men  investigate  in  Athens  and 
in  Palestine  the  story  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  Both  are  converted  to 
the  Christian  faith  (Marcellus  after  witnessing  the  martyrdom  of 
Stephen  ),  Demetrius,  miraculously  saved  from  death  Ijy  Simon  Peter, 
returns  to  Greece  as  a  Christian  missionary.  And  Marcellus,  whose 
high-born  fiancee,  Diana,  has  also  accepted  Christianity,  is  sent  with 
her  to  a  triumphant  martyr's  death  by  the  Emperor  Caligula. 

The  basic  theme  is  really  pretty  hackneyed.  Novels  like  Ben  Hur 
and  Quo  J^adis  are  reminders  of  the  perennial  popularity  of  stories 
that  idealize  the  origins  of  the  Christian  faith  and  the  Christian  com- 
munity. The  historical  setting  provides  a  device  that  largely  removes 
from  the  reader  any  necessity  for  evaluating  the  implications  of  his 
faith  for  the  snarled  complexities  of  the  twentieth-century  scene.  And 
the  problems  of  the  characters  in  the  story  itself  are  so  romanticized 
and  simplified  that  the  reader  becomes  involved  with  them  only  in  the 
most  remote  sense.  Dirt  is  only  nice  clean  dust  in  Palestine ;  wounds 
are  superficial  and  bleed  politely ;  death  is  a  victory ;  love  between 
man  and  woman  is  the  ethereal  rapture  of  two  high-minded  persons ; 
and  the  unmistakable  corruption  of  the  historical  period  stays  con- 
cealed behind  euphemism  and  innuendo.  Even  Christ's  passion  is 
partly  removed  from  the  realm  of  honest  human  hurt  and  pain,  and  is 
set  in  a  kind  of  tableau  ;  in  fact,  "passion"  becomes  a  misnomer  here. 
I'm  not  one  who  believes  that  an  element  of  escapism  brands  a  novel 
as  bad.  But  here  is  a  kind  of  unintentionally  dishonest  escapism  : 
The  reader  may  be  enticed  into  a  kind  of  fake  or  apparent  involve- 
ment that  promises  the  benefits  of  empathy  without  the  cost. 

There  is  more  than  a  suggestion  in  the  novel  that  an  element  of 
magic  attaches  to  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ.  Maybe  Dr.  Douglas 
simply  manifests  here  the  difiiculties  acknowledged  by  so  many  novel- 
ists who  attempt  to  translate  into  prose  the  early  Christian  experiences 
that  led  to  the  primitive  community's  conviction  that  God  was  in 
Christ.  But  the  robe  itself  becomes  in  the  course  of  the  story  fully  as 
magical  an  object  as  a  flying  carpet  or  a  wishing  ring.  It  possesses 
a  kind  of  life  of  its  own  and  imparts  to  its  wearers  either  a  strong 
conviction  of  guilt  or  a  felt  increase  of  strength  or  consolation.     It  is 
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— granted  the  proper  outlook — a  charm  against  the  future,  an  earnest 
of  salvation. 

'What  is  it  ?'  asked  Marcipor,  in  a  husky  whisper  [as  lie 
stood  with  the  Robe  about  his  shoulders]. 

'Well,  whatever  it  is,'  said  Demetrius,  'it's  there  !' 

'Peace?'  queried  Marcipor,  half  to  himself. 

'And  confidence,'  added  Demetrius. 

'And — one  need  not  worry — for  everythin.Q" — will  come 
out — all  right."     (  p.  180) 

And  this  statement  is  perhaps  the  keynote  of  the  entire  novel,  the 
chief  secret  of  its  appeal,  and  its  own  most  profound  criticism.  Here 
is  a  picture  of  the  origins  of  Christianity  as  we  would  like  to  have  it. 
The  early  followers  of  The  Way  are  all  worthy  folk,  clearly  manifest- 
ing in  their  everyday  lives  the  winsomeness  and  the  power  of  a  simple 
gospel  of  Love.  There  is  struggle  against  wickedness  in  high  places; 
but  it  is  rendered  inconsequential  by  the  light  of  a  promised  immor- 
tality ;  and  the  reader,  looking  back  through  time,  sees  this  incipient 
faith  endorsed  by  history,  and  remembers  smugly  that  the  pagan 
Empire  was  shortly  to  be  dealt  its  come-uppance.  If  he  (the  reader) 
had  been  there,  he  would  have  had  no  trouble  in  deciding  between 
Christ  and  Caligula;  and  he  would  gladly  have  marched  with  Mar- 
cellus  and  Diana  through  the  gates  of  martyrdom  and  into  a  kingdom 
not  of  this  world. 

In  obvious  ways,  this  novel  is  a  palliative.  There  is  so  little  here 
that  disturbs  or  even  inquires,  that  strikes  beneath  the  surface  of 
human  experience  to  encounter  with  conviction  what  have  been  called 
the  "inner  dialogues"  of  the  self,  the  great  deeps  of  guilt  and  despair 
that  all  men  know — and  the  shattering  threat  that  life  may  l)e  only  a 
senseless  cosmic  joke.  All  that  we  really  know  of  JVIarcellus'  anguish, 
we  see  externalized  in  hysterical  words  and  gestures.  Questions  about 
the  intelligibility  of  life  and  the  governance  of  the  universe  are  largely 
confined  to  detached  philosophical  discussions  instead  of  being  actua- 
lized in  personal  experience.  Injustice  is,  for  the  most  })art,  laid  on 
the  doorstep  of  senile  or  lunatic  Roman  leadership.  And  except  for 
an  occasional  derogatory  reference  to  the  heedlessness  of  mobs,  the 
view  of  man  is  overwhelmingly  optimistic ;  the  practice  of  the  gospel 
of  love  quickly  peels  away  the  rough  exterior  of  those  who.  at  first 
appearance,  seemed  impervious  to  husking. 

I  think  these  criticisms  of  The  Robe  are  justified.  But  this  is  not 
the  whole  story.  As  years  went  by.  Dr.  Douglas  himself  grew  increas- 
ingly dissatisfied  with  the  |)olished  sufficiency  of  the  gos])el  he  had  been 
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dispensing  through  his  novels.  A  straight  hard  look  at  the  world  of 
distress  and  violence  around  him  drew  from  him  a  kind  of  wistful  ad- 
mission that  life  did  not  lend  itself  readily  to  neat  and  optimistic 
solutions.  And  the  strength  and  wisdom  of  one  of  his  most  "comfort- 
ing" characters.  Dean  Harcourt.  Douglas  now  realized  to  be  some- 
what spurious.  "I've  spent  most  of  my  time  now  for  five  months  [the 
novelist  wrote  to  his  daughter]  in  the  company  of  Dean  Harcourt. 
Often  it  has  been  beautifully  said  that  the  Dean  is  just  like  me.  This 
is  enormously  incorrect.  The  Dean  thinks  everything  in  the  world 
is  wonderful.  I  think  the  world  is  in  a  terrible  mess.  The  Dean 
can  think  what  he  likes.  I  envy  him  for  his  sublime  confidence.  But 
I  have  times  of  thinking  what  a  confounded  impudence  it  is  of  me  to 
invent  a  character  who  pretends  to  have  a  ready-made  solution  for 
these  evil  times." 

"The  war  news  last  night  was  very  depressing  ....  It  is  too,  too 
bad.  Makes  us  sick.  It  is  hard  to  believe  that  things  have  come  to 
this  dreadful  pass.     Seems  like  a  bad  dream. "^ 

But  if  the  characters  of  Lloyd  Douglas'  novels  frequently  skimmed 
the  surface  of  suffering  and  tragedy,  Douglas  himself  became  a  veri- 
table Job,  and  encountered  at  first-hand  far  more  than  his  share  of  the 
ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to.  His  older  daughter  contracted  tuberculosis 
of  the  spine  and  underwent  operation  after  discouraging  operation. 
Douglas  himself  developed  diabetes.  His  wife  was  stricken  with  a 
gradual  bone-deterioration  that  slowly  wasted  her  before  the  eyes 
of  her  devoted  family.  Next  the  novelist  became  arthritic,  and — 
weakened  by  pain  and  the  agony  of  watching  his  wife's  inexorable 
decline — was  himself  in  a  critical  condition  in  the  hospital  when  Mrs. 
Douglas  died  at  home.  His  final  novel.  The  Big  Fisherman,  he  typed 
out  with  the  few  fingers  that  were  not  yet  hopelessly  stiffened  and 
crippled. 

Unhappily,  in  his  novels,  Douglas  usually  conceals  his  own  strug- 
gling, questioning,  yet  magnificently  sustaining  faith  behind  a  curtain 
of  unequivocal  optimism.  His  readers  sought  only  to  be  reassured. 
And  when,  in  the  concluding  passages  of  The  Big  Fisherman,  the 
novelist  permitted  himself  to  make  some  oblique  expression  of  his 
doubts  concerning  the  inherent  goodness  of  mankind,  readers  pro- 
tested. It  was  unworthy  of  Dr.  Douglas  to  introduce  a  quizzical  note 
into  what  should  have  been  the  wholly  triumphant  finale.* 

Par  Lagerkvist's  short  novel,  Barabbas,  is  like  The  Robe  in  that 

■'  Virginia  Douglas  Dawson  and  Betty  Douglas  Wilson,  The  Shape  of  Sunday 
(Boston:  Houghton  Mifflin  Company,   1952),  pp.  314-315. 
*  Ibid.,  p.  367. 
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it  has  a  biblical  setting  and  explores  the  sense  of  guilt  in  a  man  who 
has  been  involved  in  Jesus"  crucifixion.  There  the  similarity  stops. 
Lagerkvist  does  not  resort  to  lavish  description  and  intricate  detail 
to  create  the  impression  of  an  "authentic  atmosphere."  The  style  is 
lean  and  terse ;  the  episodes  are  sparely  sketched.  But  the  end 
result  is  a  group  of  characters  and  a  series  of  events  brought  together 
in  an  inevitable  and  unforgettable  unity.  There  is  no  attempt  here 
to  surround  the  early  days  of  the  faith  with  an  aura  of  winsome  pretti- 
ness.  The  characters  are  without  glamor ;  even  the  villains  are  not 
heroically  evil,  but  are  simply  casually  cruel.  But  Lagerkvist  suc- 
ceeds as  Douglas  does  not  in  making  his  novel  a  disturbing  word  of 
address  to  the  reader  in  the  presence  of  his  most  intimate  concerns. 
The  novelist  gazes  on  mysteries  without  pretending  to  understand 
them ;  he  poses  terrible  questions,  but  declines  to  provide  the  answers. 
Loneliness,  darkness,  longing,  guilt,  and  dread  persistently  recur 
as  motifs  within  the  personality  of  Barabbas.  Spawned  in  bitter 
hatred,  later  thief  and  murderer,  he  becomes  burdened  with  the  un- 
easy conviction  that  he  is  somehow  to  be  blamed  for  Jesus'  death. 
Not  that  he  had  liked  or  admired  Jesus ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  been 
present  at  the  crucifixion  and  was  repelled  by  the  submissiveness  of 
the  dying  Jew.  But  he  couldn't  escape  the  fact  that,  in  the  most  literal 
sense,  Jesus  had  died  for  him.  To  describe  Barabbas'  blundering 
odyssey  toward  a  kind  of  faith  would  be  simply  to  rehearse  Lagerk- 
vist's  story.  But  here  is  guilt,  responsible  even  though  it  can't  deny 
the  influences  of  the  past.  Here  is  loneliness  so  entrenched  that  it 
won't  permit  communion  between  Barabbas  and  the  fellows-slave  to 
whom  he  is  chained  month  after  weary  month.  Here  is  hatred  pro- 
ducing isolation  and  violence,  and  exercised  in  the  very  face  of  an 
incredible  command  to  love.  Here  is  pettiness,  accepted  as  the  norm 
for  human  behavior.  Here  is  dread — shuddering  at  the  darkness  that 
surrounds  all  life,  terrified  at  the  witness  of  one  raised  from  the  dead — 
that  to  experience  death  is  to  experience  only  "nothing."  Barabbas 
desperately  tries  to  relate  himself  meaningfully  to  people,  to  discover 
or  to  create  some  purpose,  to  discern  where  wishful  thinking  and 
gullibility  leave  off  and  intelligent  commitment  begins.  He  tenta- 
tatively  affirms  faith  in  the  God-  of  Jesus,  then — under  pressure — 
recants ;  but  he  continues  to  wear  the  cancelled  symbol  of  the  faith 
he  had  once  avowed.  And  finally,  in  a  misguided  effort  to  fight  for 
his  Lord  according  to  his  lights,  he  participates  in  the  burning  of 
Rome  and  thus  not  only  brings  about  his  own  death,  but  wholly  unin- 
tentionally implicates  a  group  of  innocent  Christians.    They,  too,  die 
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for  him.  But  even  in  the  final  procession  to  the  crosses  that  have  been 
set  up  for  the  mass  execution,  Barabbas  walks  alone.  And  [w^rites 
LagerkvistJ  "when  he  felt  death  approaching,  that  which  he  had  al- 
ways been  so  afraid  of,  he  said  out  into  the  darkness,  as  though  he 
were  speaking  to  it :  'To  thee  I  deliver  up  my  soul.'  And  then  he 
gave  up  the  ghost."  (p.  180)  On  this  excruciating  note  of  am- 
biguity, the  novel  ends. 

Barabbas  is  a  haunting  kind  of  book.  It  may  be  laid  aside,  but 
its  troubling  questions  have  been  spoken  and  won't  be  silent  now. 
For  the  threats  that  surround  Barabbas'  life  are  part  and  parcel  of 
the  lives  of  all  of  us.  In  some  measure,  Barabbas  reflects  man — 
lonely,  unsure,  and  afraid.  He  speaks  directly  to  our  human  condi- 
tion, voices  our  longings,  reveals  our  doubts.  Through  him  we  are 
made  newly  aware  of  the  crucial  uncertainties  that  characterize  our 
lives  and  of  the  incredible  assertions  that  are  woven  into  the  origins 
of  the  Christian  faith. 

Actually  the  book  isn't  devoid  of  hope.  But  the  hope  in  Barabbas, 
like  nearly  everything  else  in  this  novel,  is  restrained  and  ambiguous. 
There's  a  certain  confidence  manifested  by  the  martyrs  who  are  tor- 
tured for  their  faith ;  but  it  scarcely  mitigates  the  pain  and  ugliness 
that  accompany  their  death.  There  is  ecstasy  in  the  early  assemblies 
of  the  faithful ;  but  frequently  it  is  colored  by  an  ignorance  and  credul- 
ity that  is  almost  embarrassing  to  the  thoughtful  Christian  reader. 
The  hope  in  Barabbas  is  the  hope  that  most  of  us  are  familiar  with — a 
hope  jockeying  for  a  toehold  between  uncertainty  and  despair,  a  hope 
that  fumbles  toward  acceptance,  a  hope  that  recognizes  love  and  for- 
giveness even  when  they  are  mingled  with  suspicion,  a  hope  that  inter- 
mittently overcomes  fear  and  doubt,  but  never  completely  or  perma- 
nently. The  romance  and  glamor  of  The  Robe  are  missing  here ;  but 
somehow  the  careful  reader  encounters  in  Barabbas  a  convincing  note 
of  authenticity.  It  derives  primarily  from  a  persistent  awareness  that 
the  questions  that  haunt  Barabbas  in  his  personal  extremity  of  loneli- 
ness and  terror  are  the  questions  that  in  some  form  confront  us  all. 
Despite  the  distance  in  time  and  circumstance  between  our  day  and 
his.  we  are  blood-brothers  of  "Barabbas  the  reprobate"  who  is  also 
"Barabbas  the  acquitted." 

It  would  be  too  bad  if,  by  devoting  this  time  to  a  study  in  con- 
trasts, I've  given  the  impression  that  our  mythical  "Christian  reader" 
should  read  nothing  but  significant  novels  with  biblical  settings. 
Actually,  the  very  term,  "Christian  reader,"  is  badly  misleading  if  it 
conjures  up  an  image  of  a  person  whose  religious  orientation  pre- 
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vents  him  from  appreciating  a  literary  work  of  art  for  its  own  sake, 
whatever  the  subject  may  be.  A  "Christian  reader"  scarcely  ap- 
proaches novels  with  a  sharp  inquisitorial  eye.  ferreting  out  every 
line  that  might  smack  of  heresy.  Instead,  he  reads  widely,  ranging 
in  the  field  of  fiction  from  novelists  who  depict  man  (as  Time  maga- 
zine recently  said)  "as  a  blob  creeping  and  leaping  about  a  world  he 
cannot  control,"^  to  novelists  who  (in  the  words  of  the  Saturday  Re- 
view) "are  neither  Beatniks  or  Angry  Young  Men,  [who]  care  more 
about  a  taut  story-line  than  for  ideology  and  more  for  ingenious 
situations  than  for  personal  philosophy."^  Whatever  he  reads,  how- 
ever, if  he  is  really  a  Christian,  he  responds  to.  in  the  last  analysis, 
from  the  standpoint  of  his  ultimate  commitment.  It  would  be  the 
height  of  absurdity  to  suggest  that  he  reads  everything  with  a  neon 
question  flashing  in  his  brain :  "What  does  this  contribute  to  my 
Christian  faith  ?"  He  reads  with  that  level  of  appreciation  and  em- 
pathy that  the  novel  itself  evokes.  He  responds  to  the  novel  not  in 
piecemeal  fashion,  but  with  respect  for  its  integrity  as  a  single  creative 
work  of  art.  He  may  not,  rightly,  ransack  the  novel,  imposing  his 
personal  theological  outlook  upon  passages  that,  like  Macduff,  have 
been  "from  their  mother's  womb  untimely  ripped."  But  he  does  have 
a  point  of  view.  And  his  final  response,  in  the  light  of  reflection  and 
assimilation,  it  seems  to  me,  can't  avoid  relating  the  novel  to  his  own 
understanding  of  the  human  predicament  and  the  meaning  of  life. 
And  if  this  final  response  must  sometimes  take  the  form  of  a  judgment, 
it  must  be  a  judgment  tempered  with  gratitude. 

In  the  light  of  these  comments,  it  seems  possible  to  suggest  to  our 
Christian  reader  a  couple  of  simple  and  even  obvious  prohibitions  that 
may  lead  him  more  appreciatively  toward  the  work  of  our  more  sig- 
nificant contemporary  novelists. 

First :  He  should  not  ask  that  the  novelist  be  a  preacher.  Some 
sermons  can  be  imaginative  works  of  art ;  too  few  are.  But  the  craft 
of  fiction  is  not  the  craft  of  preaching.  "The  imaginative  writer's 
beliefs  [comments  Nathan  Scott]  are  very  rarely  highly  prepositional 
in  character :  they  do  not  generally  involve  a  highly  schematized  set 
of  ideas  of  a  fully  integrated  philosophic  system.  He  customarily  has 
something  much  less  abstract — namely,  a  number  of  sharp  and  deeply 
felt  insights  into  the  meaning  of  the  human  story  that  control  all  his 
transactions  with  the  world  that  lies  before  him.     And  it  is  by  means 

'Time.  Books,  "Beware  the  Blob."    (October  1.3,  1958),  p.  104. 
'Saturday  Review  (November  29,  1958),  p.  27. 
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of  these  insights  that  he  discovers  the  'figure  in  the  carpet.'  "^  It's 
obviously  unjust  to  demand  that  the  novehst  be  first  a  moralist.  No 
one  should  read  with  a  doctrinal  squint. 

Second :  He  should  not  be  afraid  of  what  Malcolm  Boyd  has 
called  "negative  witness."**  The  Christian  reader  must  give  thanks 
for  novelists  who.  in  the  fictional  presentation  of  life,  implicitly  chal- 
lenge the  reality  of  many  of  the  things  that  Christians  cherish.  We 
are  being  told  on  every  side  that  "the  old  order  changeth,"  that  fa- 
miliar categories  are  dissolving,  that  time-honored  symbols  are  emp- 
tied of  meaning,  that  men  are  struggling  to  reformulate  creeds  that 
have  lost  their  relevance.  Many  of  our  best  novelists  reflect  this  tur- 
moil in  their  work ;  some  of  them  ofifer  the  Christian  theist  the  alterna- 
tive of  a  imiverse  that  is  fundamentally  absurd.  Albert  Camus,  for  ex- 
ample, in  The  Plague,  sho\es  into  the  Christian's  hands  the  ancient, 
but  still  sticky,  problem  of  evil.  Camus  describes  the  death  of  a  child 
caught  in  the  grip  of  bubonic  plague.  The  doctors  stand  around  the 
patient's  bed.  "For  the  first  time  |  Camus  writes]  he  opened  his  eyes 
and  gazed  at  Rieux.  who  was  standing  immediately  in  front  of  him.  In 
the  small  face,  rigid  as  a  mask  of  grayish  clay,  slowly  the  lips  parted 
and  from  them  rose  a  long  incessant  scream,  hardly  varying  with  his 
respiration,  and  filling  the  ward  with  a  fierce,  indignant  protest,  so 
little  childish  that  it  seemed  like  a  collective  voice  issuing  from  all 
the  sufferers  there.  Rieux  clenched  his  jaws,  Tarrou  looked  away  .... 
Paneloux  [the  priest]  gazed  down  at  the  small  mouth  .  .  .  [that  was] 
pouring  out  the  angry  death-cry  that  has  sounded  through  the  ages 
of  mankind.  He  sank  on  his  knees,  and  all  present  found  it  natural 
to  hear  him  say  in  a  voice  hoarse  but  clearly  audible  across  that  name- 
less, never-ending  wail:  'My  God,  spare  this  child!'"  But  the  wail 
went  on,  gradually  weakened,  and  finally  stopped.  The  child  was 
dead.  And  no  serious  Christian  reader  can  brush  aside  Dr.  Rieux's 
vehement  protest :  "Until  my  dying  day  I  shall  refuse  to  love  a  scheme 
of  things  in  which  children  are  put  to  torture. "^^  Such  "negative 
witness"  can  serve  to  grab  the  casual  reader  by  the  scruff  of  the  neck 
and  shake  him  out  of  his  complacencies.  ".  .  .  The  modern  writer 
[comments  Nathan  Scott]  has  often  wanted  to  lead  us  toward  a  deeper 
imaginative  seizure  of  the  infernal  realities  of  our  time,  so  that  we 

^Nathan  A.  Scott,  Jr.,  Modern  Literature  and  the  Religions  Frontier  (New 
York:  Harper  and  Brothers,  1958),  p.  ii. 

"Malcolm  Boyd,  Crisis  in  Communication  (Garden  City,  New  York:  Double- 
day  and  Company,  Inc.,  1957),  p.  67. 

"Albert  Camus,  The  Pkn/ue.  trans,  by  Stuart  Gilbert  (New  York:  Alfred  A. 
Knopf,  1952),  pp.  194-5. 

'"Ibid.,  pp.  196-7. 
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might  be  brought  nearer  'New  styles  of  architecture,  a  change  of  heart.' 
And  in  so  doing  he  has  often  felt  it  necessary  to  use  violence  and 
melodrama  as  instruments  for  awakening  his  age  out  of  its  lethargies, 
for  destroying  its  specious  securities  and  revealing  its  underlying 
nightmare  and  tragedy  ....  For,  as  men  so  different  from  each  other 
as  Aristotle  and  Jeremiah  knew,  the  human  heart  may  sometimes  be 
resurrected  through  terror. "^^  Sometimes  this  shock-treatment  seems 
excessive.  The  Christian  reader  can  hardly  be  asked  to  erase  his 
capacity  for  moral  discrimination,  or  to  concur  in  a  fairly  widespread 
consensus  that  the  worth  of  a  novel  is  measured  by  the  intensity  of 
revulsion  it  arouses  in  the  normally  sensitive  reader.  But  neither  may 
the  Christian,  in  good  conscience,  select  for  his  reading  only  those 
novels  that  are  pleasant  and  tidy  and  full  of  sweet  consolation.  In 
his  letter  to  the  Philippians,  Paul  admonishes  the  brethren  to  think 
about  whatever  things  are  true  and  honest,  as  well  as  about  whatever 
things  are  pure  and  lovely.  Sometimes  it's  almost  impossible  to  hold 
these  pairs  in  single  focus. 

Finally,  let  me  enter  a  plea  that  might  make  many  a  literar}-  critic 
gnash  his  teeth  and  that  may  also  involve  me  in  all  manner  of  incon- 
sistencies. Fve  spent  quite  a  while  denouncing  the  novel  that  is 
nothing  more  than  a  proselytizing  tract.  But  isn't  there  a  place  for 
significant  Christian  fiction  that's  confessionally  written ;  that's  most 
intelligible  to  those  who  share  the  author's  viewpoint ;  that — as  far 
as  traditional  terms  and  symbols  are  concerned — very  nearly  pulls 
off  the  trick  of  pouring  new  wine  into  old  wineskins :  and  that,  most 
important  of  all,  refuses  to  gloss  over  the  bewilderment  and  corrup- 
tion inherent  in  the  human  situation?  Nathan  Scott  has  suggested 
that  there  is  a  growing  number  of  such  writers  and  adds  that  "Graham 
Greene  has  distinguished  between  those  writers  who  merely  happen 
to  be  Christians  and  those  who  are  generally  Christian  writers  in  the 
sense  that  their  way,  as  artists,  of  shaping  the  substance  of  experience 
is  determined  by  an  essentially  Christian  vision  of  things."^-  It's 
certainly  significant  that  novelists  like  William  Faulkner  and  Robert 
Penn  Warren  can  scarcely  be  understood  without  resorting  continually 
to  Christian  categories  of  interpretation.  Other  writers  stand  more 
obviously  within  the  Christian  fold :  Graham  Greene,  with  his  somber 
vision  of  an  infected  creation ;  Alan  Paton,  with  his  awareness  of 
communal  guilt  and  his  understanding  of  redemptive  suffering ;  J.  F. 
Powers,  with  his  remarkable  insight  into  the  curious  blend  of  humor 
and  pathos  that  resides  within  the  commonplace.    .Still  other  novelists, 

"  Scott,  ()/-.  cit..  pp.  77-78. 
"Ibid.,  p.  112. 
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of  perhaps  lesser  stature,  but  distinguished  enough — C.  S.  Lewis  and 
Charles  Williams — resort  to  fantasy  and  allegory.  Strictly  speaking, 
in  terms  of  form,  fantasy  and  no\'el  are  not  to  be  equated.  But  fan- 
tasy retains  an  important  i)lace  in  imaginative  Christian  literature. 
J.  R.  R.  Tolkien  comments :  "It  is  one  of  the  lessons  of  fairy  stories 
(if  we  can  speak  of  the  lessons  of  things  that  do  not  lecture)  that  on 
callow,  lumpish,  and  selfish  youth,  peril,  sorrow,  and  the  shadow  of 
death  can  bestow  dignity,  and  even  sometimes  wisdom. "^^  C.  S. 
Lewis  indignantly  repudiates  the  suggestion  that  his  fairy  stories,  the 
seven  "Chronicles  of  Narnia,"  are  merely  stories  for  children.  "The 
Fantastic  or  Mythican  [he  notes]  is  a  mode  available  at  all  ages  for 
some  readers ;  for  others,  at  none.  At  all  ages,  if  it  is  well  used  by 
the  author  and  meets  the  right  reader,  it  has  the  same  power :  to 
generalize  while  remaining  concrete,  to  present  in  palpable  form  not 
concepts  or  even  experiences  but  whole  classes  of  experience,  and  to 
throw  off  irrelevancies.  But  at  its  best  it  can  do  more ;  it  can  give  us 
experiences  that  we  have  never  had  and  thus,  instead  of  'commenting 
on  life,'  can  add  to  it."^'*  And  Charles  Williams  allows  us,  through 
his  strange  fantasies,  to  feel  the  surging  power  of  the  processes  of 
Redemption,  and  in  the  same  moment,  to  glimpse  the  Gorgon-face  of 
Hell. 

I  prefer  to  conclude  not  on  a  note  of  assertion  but.  conversely,  on 
one  of  inquiry.  Why  is  it  obviously  so  difficult  for  the  contemporary 
novelist  to  pass  beyond  his  fictional  analysis  of  the  nightmare  of  the 
human  predicament  and  to  affirm  what  Faulkner  has  called  "the  old 
verities  and  truths  of  the  heart  ?"^^  Must  we  relegate  to  the  oblivion 
of  a  deluded  past  the  psalmist's  contention  that  we  have  been  made 
little  less  than  God  ?  Why  is  it  that  a  majority  even  of  those  novelists 
who  have  come  out  of  the  matrix  of  traditional  Christianity  have  so 
much  difficulty  in  writing  convincingly  of  processes  of  redemption  or 
of  sanctification  ?  Often  they  depict  sin  and  guilt  without  grace ;  and 
sometimes  they  write  of  divine  grace  without  properly  recognizing 
man's  need  of  it,  and  thus  seem  to  strike  ofif  cardboard  shackles  or 
to  heal  wounds  that  never  pained.  Many  a  discerning  Christian  reader 
sometimes  feels  that  in  selecting  fiction,  he  is  confronted  with  a  choice 
between  nihilism  and  sentimentalism.  On  the  one  hand  he  may 
sympathize  with  the  lady  who  said  of  the  novelist  Franz  Kafka:  "He 

'^  Sayers,  Tolkien,  Lewis,  cf  al,  Essays  Presented  to  Charles  WiUiams 
(London:  Oxford  University  Press,  1947),  p.  65. 

"  C.^  S.  Lewis,  "Sometimes  Fairy  Stories  May  Say  Best  What's  To  Be  Said," 
A^^t'  York  Times,  date  unknown. 

'^  Nobel  Prize  Acceptance  Speech. 
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Is,  with  enormous  effort,  getting  from  somewhere  that  I  have  never 
been,  to  somewhere  else  that  I  would  not  want  to  go  anyway."^®  On 
the  other  hand,  he  may  abhor  the  cloying  sweetness  of  the  kind  of 
attenuated  Christianity  ridiculed  by  Paul  Claudel :  "If  the  salt  hath 
lost  its  savor,  wherewith  shall  it  be  salted?  IVWi  sugar .'"^"^  May  the 
Christian  reader,  without  desiring  for  one  moment  to  constrict  the 
artistic  medium  of  the  novel,  or  to  pervert  it  to  his  own  ends,  reason- 
ably hope  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  more  and  more  of  our  dis- 
tinguished novelists  are  discovering  that,  while  despair  may  often  be  a 
terminal  point,  it  may  sometimes  also  serve  as  a  necessary  prelude  to 
rescue  ?^^ 


The  Corporate  Life 

XII.    THE  GRADUATE  DEPARTMENT 
OF  RELIGION 

Twenty  years  ago  (June,  1939)  the  late  President  Few  conferred 
upon  three  candidates  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy :  Frank 
Kenneth  Pool  (Baptist),  Albea  Godbold  (Methodist),  and  Paul  Les- 
lie Garber  (Presbyterian).  These  three  alumni  were  the  academic 
first-fruits  of  Duke's  newly  instituted  program  of  advanced  religious 
studies.  Duke  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  university  in  the 
South  to  initiate  a  Graduate  Department  of  Religion  on  the  Ph.D. 
level.  Previous  to  this  development,  all  Southerners  who  wished  to 
undertake  this  type  of  doctoral  research  in  religion  were  required  to 
go  entirely  outside  their  region. 

In  the  last  twenty  years  (1939-59)  seventy-seven  persons  (all  men 
except  two)  have  received  their  Ph.D.  degrees  in  religion  from  Duke.* 
Of  the  seventy-seven,  all  are  still  living  except  Dr.  Pool,  who  died 
soon  after  receiving  his  degree  while  teaching  at  Furman  University. 

"Scott,  op.  cit.,  p.  110. 

"  Wilder,  op.  cif.,  p.  21. 

'"  Part  of  this  lecture  lias  been  published  in  the  June,  1958,  issue  of  Christian 
Education  Findings.  The  Editor  has  granted  us  permission  to  publisli  this 
article,  provided  that  we  recognize  this  fact.  We  do  this  gratefully  and  happily. 
This  lecture  was  delivered  as  one  of  the  Divinity  School  Public  Lectures  in 
York  Chapel  on  December  3,  1958. 

*  This  article  is  limited  to  holders  of  the  Ph.D.,  but  it  should  be  noted  in 
this  connection  that  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  religion  has  been  awarded 
to  seventy-three  persons. 
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The  remaining  seventy-six  are  busily  engaged  in  twenty-three  states 
and  two  foreign  countries  (Greece  and  the  PhiHppines). 

The  primary  purpose  of  the  Graduate  Department  of  Rehgion  is 
to  equip  young  men  and  women  of  exceptional  ability  for  the  teaching 
ministry  in  colleges,  universities,  and  theological  seminaries.  That 
this  purpose  is  being  largely  realized  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  all 
except  ten  of  the  Department's  doctoral  graduates  are  now  employed 
as  administrators  or  teachers  in  forty-five  institutions  of  higher  learn- 
ing. Thirteen  of  the  forty-five  institutions  are  theological  seminaries, 
which  are  affiliated  with  seven  different  denominations,  including 
Methodists,  Baptists.  Presbyterians,  and  Episcopalians. 

From  the  outset  (as  symbolized  by  the  first  three  graduates)  the 
Department  has  been  ecumenical  in  its  student  body.  The  seventy- 
seven  alumni  therefore  embrace  eleven  denominational  traditions, 
ranging  all  the  way  from  Greek  Orthodox  to  Quaker.  Numerically, 
the  Presbyterians  hold  first  place,  with  the  Methodists  a  close  second. 
Next  in  order  follow  the  Baptists  and  the  Episcopalians.  Recently 
the  Baptists  have  been  increasing  more  rapidly  than  any  other  body, 
and  in  the  current  student-body  (1958-59),  which  represents  ten 
denominational  affiliations,  they  hold  top  place. 

A  major  factor  in  promoting  the  doctoral  program  at  Duke  has 
been  the  Gurney  Harriss  Kearns  Foundation,  which  was  founded  in 
1935  by  the  generous  hosiery  manufacturer  of  High  Point,  North 
Carolina.  Since  its  establishment,  the  Foundation  has  provided  fifty 
graduate  students  in  religion  with  distinguished  fellowships.  Re- 
cipients of  Kearns  Fellowships  now  hold  strategic  posts  in  some  of 
America's  best  colleges,  universities,  and  divinity  schools. 

Recently  the  Graduate  Department  has  also  been  significantly 
strengthened  by  the  Eli  Lilly  Endowment,  which  has  contributed, 
over  a  two-year  period,  a  fellowship  fund  of  $20,000.  This  gift  has 
enabled  Duke  to  attract  some  of  America's  most  promising  graduate 
students  in  the  field  of  religion.  The  special  objective  of  the  Lilly 
grant  is  to  prepare  outstanding  teachers  for  service  in  theological 
schools. 

In  yet  another  respect  graduate  study  in  religion  at  Duke  has  been 
recently  enriched.  Some  two  years  ago  Dr.  John  Hallowell,  Professor 
of  Political  Science,  conceived  the  idea  of  establishing  at  Duke  an  ex- 
perimental project  designed  to  relate  Christianity  to  Politics.  The 
Lilly  Foundation,  being  convinced  of  the  value  of  his  proposal,  do- 
nated $90,000  with  which  to  implement  the  project  over  a  three-year 
period.     The  program,  which  is  directed  by  Dr.  Hallowell.  embraces 
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three  important  aspects :  ( 1  )  an  annual  summer  seminar,  in  which 
post-doctoral  professors  of  political  science  and  of  religion  are  in- 
vited to  participate;  (2)  an  annual  series  of  scholarly  lectures  by 
specialists  in  political  science  who  also  recognize  the  contribution 
which  Christianity  can  make  to  political  thought:  and  (3)  the  award- 
ing of  distinguished  fellowships  to  graduate  students  who  wish  to 
specialize  in  political  science,  but  who  also  desire  to  relate  Cliristian 
ethical  insights  to  political  philosophy.  The  Graduate  Department  of 
Religion  has  actively  participated  in  this  joint  enterprise,  especially 
through  the  teaching  services  of  Dr.  Waldo  Beach. 

Since  inquiries  are  sometimes  received  concerning  the  organiza- 
tional set-up  of  graduate  religious  study  at  Duke,  perhaps  an  explana- 
tory word  is  relevant  in  the  present  article.  The  teaching  personnel  of 
the  Department  is  drawn  from  three  sources  :  (1)  the  Divinity  School, 
which  has  always  heartily  supported  graduate  doctoral  research;  (2) 
the  Undergraduate  Department  of  Religion;  and  (3)  various  depart- 
ments in  the  Graduate  School,  especially  History,  Philosophy,  and 
Political  Science.  This  latter  source  is  more  than  incidental,  since 
every  doctoral  candidate  is  required  to  take  a  certain  amount  of  work 
(a  minor)  entirely  outside  the  field  of  religion.  Organizationally,  the 
Department  is  an  integral  part  of  the  structure  of  the  Graduate  School 
of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  is  administered  under  the  general  direction 
of  the  Dean  of  that  school.  Under  this  pattern,  advanced  religious 
study  must  meet  the  same  academic  standards  as  all  other  graduate 
disciplines.  On  the  other  hand,  students  in  religion  have  equal  access 
to  fellowships  and  to  all  the  other  resources  made  available  through 
the  Graduate  School. 

In  recent  years  graduate  study  in  religion  at  Duke  has  undergone 
marked  growth.  For  example,  ten  persons  received  Ph.D.  degrees 
in  religion  at  the  June  commencement  of  1958.  Few,  if  any,  of  the 
nineteen  departments  of  the  Graduate  School  awarded  a  larger  num- 
ber in  that  year.  It  is  a  matter  of  satisfaction  that  all  ten  found  edu- 
cational employment  upon  graduation. 

The  pressure  for  admission  to  the  Department  grows  greater  every 
year.  Within  the  past  year,  for  example,  the  Director  of  Graduate 
Studies  received  more  than  one  hundred  sixty-five  written  inquiries, 
and  of  course  the  Graduate  School  office  received  many  additional 
ones.  Of  the  currently  completed  applications,  the  Department  can 
accommodate  only  about  one  out  five  for  the  academic  year  1959-60. 
In  view  of  the  excellent  new  recruits  to  the  Divinity  School  faculty, 
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as  announced  by  Dean  Cushnian,  the  Department  may  confidently 
expect  an  even  larger  number  of  applications  for  the  year  1960-61. 

The  doctoral  program  is,  of  course,  energy-taxing  to  the  graduate 
faculty  in  religion,  and  yet  it  is  already  paying  rich  dividends  in  many 
directions.  First  of  all,  it  is  continually  lifting  the  academic  standards 
of  instruction  in  scores  of  departments  of  religion  in  colleges  and  uni- 
versities. Second,  from  these  educational  centers  Duke  Divinity 
School  and  the  Graduate  Department  of  Religion  are  now  recruiting 
some  of  their  ablest  students.  Finally,  Duke  herself  is  directly  profit- 
ing from  this  research  study  in  religion.  For  example,  seven  doctoral 
alumni  are  now  holding  teaching  positions  with  Duke :  four  in  the 
Undergraduate  Department  of  Religion,  and  three  in  the  Divinity 
School.  Their  competence  is  symbolized  by  the  fact  that  other  uni- 
versities and  divinity  schools  frequently  seek  to  lure  them  into  their 
academic  fold.  Fortunately  their  loyalty  to  Duke  is  deep-rooted,  and 
thus  most  of  them  have  gladly  remained  with  their  Alma  Mater. 

I  am  sure  that  I  express  the  sentiment  of  my  colleagues  when  I 
say  that  all  of  us  take  deep  pride  in  the  fine  educational  stewardship 
which  is  being  rendered  by  Duke's  seventy-seven  graduate  alumni. 
We  sincerely  thank  God  for  their  fruitful  teaching  ministry,  and  we 
unanimously  and  warmly  invite  them  to  pay  us  another  homecoming 
visit  at  their  first  opportunity. 


The  Dean's  Desk 

It  is  early  in  the  morning  on  an  April  day.  Sun  and  blue  sky 
make  the  green  turf  and  shrubs  of  the  quadrangle  particularly  re- 
splendent below  the  sentinel  tower  of  the  Chapel.  Alumni  will  re- 
member April  days !  It  has  been  in  every  respect  a  full  year  for  all 
and  one  of  break-neck  pace  for  a  new  dean.  It  has  brought  some  dis- 
appointments, some  rewards,  some  promises. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  faculty  March  24,  the  junior  year  of  a 
new  curriculum  was  instituted  by  faculty  action — and  after  several 
months  of  continuous  conversations.  An  orientation  course  for  enter- 
ing students,  "The  Church  and  the  Minister's  Vocation,"  is  one  inno- 
vation. The  overhauling  of  the  curriculum  began  especially  from  a 
consideration  of  the  division  of  "practical  studies,"  and  we  continually 
kept  the  question,  "What  is  indispensable  for  the  minister's  profes- 
sional preparation  ?"  before  us.     While  the  second  and  third  years  of 
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the  new  curriculum  have  been  shaped  and  discussed,  final  formula- 
tion will  come  next  year ;  and  the  new  curriculum  will  be  instituted 
seriatim,  year  by  year.  A  basic  feature  of  the  new  curriculum  is  a 
succession  of  carefully  designed  "professional  courses,"  many  of  which 
will  entail  the  collaboration  of  two  or  more  faculty  members.  Every 
curriculum  is  experimental,  aiming  with  more  or  less  success  at  im- 
proved pedagogy. 

With  considerable  satisfaction  I  make  the  following  announcement 
of  new  appointments  to  the  Divinity  School  faculty.  Dr.  Stuart  C. 
Henry  will  join  the  faculty  as  Associate  Professor  of  American 
Christianity.  He  comes  to  us  from  Southern  Methodist  University. 
His  work  will  supplement  that  of  Professor  Smith  under  whose  leader- 
ship we  have  attained  unusual  distinction  in  the  field  of  American 
religious  thought.  Dr.  Hans  J.  Hillerbrand  will  come  to  us  as  As- 
sistant Professor  of  Modern  European  Christianity.  He  presently 
instructs  in  history  at  Goshen  College.  He  is  a  Doctor  of  Theology 
of  the  University  of  Erlangen  and  is  a  specialist  in  the  thought  and 
movements  of  the  Reformation,  especially  of  the  Anabaptist  wing. 
Dr.  Egil  Grislis  has  accepted  appointment  as  Assistant  Professor  of 
Historical  Theology.  Presently  pastor  of  a  church  in  Hudson,  New 
York,  he  was  trained  at  Gettysburg  College  and  Seminary  and  then 
did  his  doctoral  work  with  distinction  at  Yale  University.  The  dean 
and  faculty  committee  on  appointments  look  forward  with  high  ex- 
pectancy to  distinguished  contributions  to  our  community  and  aca- 
demic life  from  these  new  colleagues  and  give  them  hearty  welcome. 
It  may  be  added  that  there  remain  other  important  posts  yet  to  fill 
over  which  we  are  deliberating. 

The  Alumni  of  the  Divinity  School  will  wish  to  take  notice  that 
Professor  A.  John  Walton  will  receive  retirement  status  and  terminate 
his  services  to  the  University,  the  Duke  Endowment,  and  the  Divinity 
School  on  or  about  July  1,  1959.  Dr.  Walton  joined  the  faculty  in 
1948;  thus,  for  eleven  years,  he  has  given  of  himself  tirelessly  and 
without  ceasing.  His  service  to  students  and  churches  related  to  the 
Duke  Endowment,  his  judicious  and  large-hearted  handling  of  stu- 
dent problems,  his  vision  and  his  uncommon  ability  to  relate  his  in- 
struction in  the  classroom  to  the  actual  situation  of  the  minister  in 
the  Church  have  made  his  contribution  of  endless  significance  to  us 
all.  Many  of  you  alumni  will  have  cause  to  remember  that  this,  and 
more,  is  so. 

Professors  Creighton  Lacy  and  James  T.  Cleland  will  be  on  sab- 
batical leave  for  the  academic  year  1959-60.     In  the  place  of  Dr.  Lacy 
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we  have  employed  the  services  of  Guy  H.  Ranson  as  Visiting  As- 
sociate Professor  of  Christian  and  Social  Ethics.  Professor  Lacy  is 
recipient  of  a  fellowship  from  the  American  Association  of  Theological 
Schools,  and,  with  Mrs.  Lacy  and  their  daughter,  will  reside  for  re- 
search and  writing  in  India.  Professor  and  Mrs.  Cleland  will  be  in 
the  British  Isles  during  a  portion  of  the  sabbatical  period,  but  Pro- 
fessor Cleland  will  conduct  the  Third  Clinic  in  Preaching  at  Duke, 
July  6-17,  1959. 

I  know  that  my  own  regret  and  sense  of  personal  loss  are  shared 
by  the  faculty  in  the  termination  of  A.  Durwood  Foster's  service  to 
the  Divinity  School  with  the  end  of  this  academic  year.  Professor 
Foster's  acceptance  of  the  post  of  Associate  Professor  of  Systematic 
Theology  at  The  Pacific  School  of  Religion  was  announced  in  April 
1958.  We  have  been  fortunate  indeed  to  have  had  his  services  dur- 
ing the  current  year  by  prior  arrangement.  This  will  complete  his 
fifth  year,  since  Dr.  Foster  came  to  us  in  September  1954.  In  his 
teaching  and  thinking  he  has  merited  the  admiration  of  students  as, 
in  his  person  and  manner,  he  has  endeared  himself  to  all.  We  think 
he  has  erred  in  going  from  Duke,  but  we  wish  him  and  Josephine  and 
the  two  children  God-speed  as  they  take  up  a  new  life  in  Berkeley. 

The  Convocation  and  Refresher  Pastors'  School  will  be  held  No- 
vember 2-4  in  conjunction  with  the  James  A.  Gray  Lectures.  Dr. 
John  Bright  of  Union  Theological  Seminary,  Richmond,  is  the  Gray 
Lecturer,  and  his  subject  will  be :  "The  Authority  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment for  Preaching."  Dr.  W.  Kenneth  Pope  of  Houston,  Texas,  will 
be  the  preacher  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  evenings.  Dr.  Wallace  Fridy 
of  Washington  Street  Methodist  Church,  Columbia,  South  Carolina, 
will  be  a  second  lecturer.  A  third  lecturer  in  Pastoral  Care  is  planned. 
Further  announcements  and  invitations  to  make  reservations  will  be 
forthcoming. 


The  Bulletin  Board 

The  textual  labors  of  Professor  Kenneth  W.  Clark  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Basle  Library  have  come  to  fruition  in  an  article  on  "Observa- 
tions on  the  Erasmian  Notes  in  Codex  2."  This  appeared  in  Texte 
und  Untersuchungen  ziir  Geschichte  der  oltchristliclien  Literatur, 
Band  3  (ss.  749-756),  Berlin.  This  is  a  special  number  entitled 
Studia  Evangclica,  containing  papers  originally  delivered  to  the  inter- 
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national  Congress  on  "The  Four  Gospels  in  1957"  held  at  Christ 
Church,  Oxford.  The  paper  was  the  initial  product  of  his  recent 
researches  on  the  maiuiscripts  employed  by  Erasmus  to  produce  his 
cdifio  prince ps  of  the  Greek  New  Testament  text  in  1516.  "Antioch- 
on-the-Orontes  in  the  Byzantine  Period"  was  the  subject  of  a  sym- 
posium in  which  Clark  participated  at  the  invitation  of  the  Trustees 
of  Harvard  University.  April  30-May  2.  This  was  held  at  the  Dum- 
barton Oaks  Research  Library  and  Collection,  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dr.  Clark  has  been  elected  president  of  the  Duke  Chapter  of  Phi 
Beta  Kappa  for  1959-60.  During  the  current  year  he  is  serving  in 
the  role  of  vice  president. 

The  Text  of  Habakknk  in  the  Ancient  Commentary  from  Qumran 
(a  monograph  of  the  Society  of  Biblical  Literature  and  Exegesis) 
brings  to  light  the  textual  study  of  Professor  William  H.  Brownlee 
upon  one  of  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls  which  he  identified  in  Jerusalem, 
in  February,  1948.  The  work  was  essentially  prepared  during  his 
Sabbatical  leave,  the  autumn  of  1954.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Section  of  the  SBLE,  held  at  Wake  Forest  College  (Win- 
ston-Salem, N.  C).  he  presented  a  paper  entitled  "The  Unity  of 
Isaiah,"  setting  forth  the  theory  that  the  Book  of  Isaiah  is  the  work 
of  an  Isaianic  school  whose  final  product  was  a  two-volume  edition 
of  "Isaianic"  prophecy  (ch.  1-33,  34-66). 

The  Middle  East,  land  of  the  Bible  and  region  of  crucial  signifi- 
cance today,  continually  finds  an  authoritative  interpreter  in  Professor 
William  F.  Stinespring.  He  participated  in  the  second  Institute  on 
Muslim-Christian  Cooperation  at  the  Foundry  Methodist  Church, 
W^ashington,  D.  C,  February  26-27.  Stinespring  was  paired  with  the 
ambassador  of  Afghanistan  to  the  USA  in  the  symposium  on  "The 
Christian  and  the  Muslim  \'iews  of  God,  Man,  and  Society."  Here 
at  Durham,  he  conducted  a  course  on  "Missions  in  the  Middle  East" 
for  the  women  of  the  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  on  the  evenings  of 
April  13,  15,  20,  and  22. 

Our  Scottish  heralds,  Professors  James  Cleland  and  Hugh  Ander- 
son, have  engaged  in  their  usual  full  schedule  of  preaching.  On 
March  16,  Anderson  addressed  the  Methodist  ministers  of  the  area 
of  Columbia.  S.  C.  He  conducted  a  preaching  mission  in  the  Broad 
Street  Methodist  Church.  Kingsport,  Tennessee,  March  29  through 
April  2.  He  delivered  baccalaureate  sermons  at  Mitchell  College. 
Statesville,  N.  C,  May  24,  and  at  the  Columbia  Girls'  College,  S.  C, 
May  31.  In  addition  to  college  and  university  preachings,  here  and 
there,  Cleland  delivered  a  series  of  Lenten  sermons  in  Mobile,  Ala- 
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bama,  in  March.  In  April  he  took  part  in  the  dedication  of  the  Com- 
munity Church  in  Chapel  Hill,  met  with  the  alumni  in  Louisville, 
gave  the  Founders'  Day  Address  at  Spelman  College  in  Atlanta,  and 
lectured  on  Robert  Burns  in  Bradford  Junior  College,  Massachusetts. 
In  May  he  repeated  that  lecture  in  Hood  College.  Maryland,  gave 
three  addresses  at  the  College  of  Preachers  in  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
began  a  round  of  commencements  on  the  last  day  of  the  month.  All 
this  represents  far-flown,  if  not  high-flown,  oratory. 

The  Seventh  Army  Soldier  Show,  a  group  of  players  in  Berlin, 
used  Professor  Emeritus  H.  E.  Spence's  play,  "A  Hue  and  Cry 
after  Father  Christmas,"  which  was  broadcast  over  the  entire  Armed 
Forces  Network  in  Europe.  This  group  of  players  had  practiced 
another  play  but  could  not  clear  the  copyright.  Five  days  before 
Christmas,  they  appealed  to  Chaplain  (Major)  Curtis  Spence.  Pro- 
fessor Spence's  nephew,  who  authorized  them  to  use  his  uncle's  play. 
It  comes  from  the  volume  Holidays  and  Holy  Days,  a  series  of  Christ- 
mas and  Easter  plays,  given  here  and  widely  throughout  the  state. 


Book  Reviews 


Westminster  Introductions  to  the 
Books  of  the  Bible.  Westminster. 
1958.     224  pp.     $3.75. 

Studies  in  Genesis.  Daniel  T.  Niles. 
Westminster.     1958.     109  pp.    $2.50. 

Old     Testament     Theology.       Ludvvig 

Kohler,   translated   by   A.    S.   Todd. 

Westminster.     1958.    257  pp.    $4.50. 

The  continued  publication  of  such 
books  as  these  attests  a  continuing 
interest  in  "Biblical  Theology,"  even 
among  laymen.  The  Westminster 
Press  is  very  sensitive  to  current 
trends  of  thinking. 

No.  1  is  simply  a  reprint  of  the 
comments,  introductions,  and  explana- 
tory matter  already  pubHshed  as  a 
part  of  The  Westminster  Study  Edi- 
tion of  tiie  Holy  Bible.  This  latter 
work  was  cumbersome  and  expensive, 
because  of  its  inclusion  of  the  en- 
tire text  of  the  King  James  Bible. 
Now  the  reader  can  purchase  the  new 
explanatory  material  at  a  modest  price, 


and  use  the  Bible  he  already  has. 
This  material  is  really  and  truly  intro- 
ductory and  helpful  for  those  who 
know  practically  nothing  about  the 
Bible,  such  as  the  current  crop  of 
college  students,  to  say  nothing  of 
some  already  in  seminary. 

No.  2  is  somewhat  too  narrowly 
titled :  it  is  really  a  small  sample  of 
Niles'  total  "Biblical  Theology."  The 
author,  a  native  of  Ceylon  and  a  Meth- 
odist evangelist  there,  stresses  strong- 
ly the  unity  of  the  Christian  Bible. 
He  speaks  of  Abraham  as  a  witness  to 
the  nature  of  the  church,  and  ends 
with  these  words  :  "History  ends  and 
begins  at  Bethlehem."  He  is  very 
much  in  the  stream  of  current  theo- 
logical thought,  using  such  terms  as 
"existential,"  "the  Bible  ...  a  record 
of  God's  activity,"  "dialectic."  and  "par- 
adox." This  splendidly  devotional 
little  book  on  the  whole  Bible  can  be 
understood  by  any  theologically  sensi- 
tive Christian,  regardless  of  linguistic 
equipment. 
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No.  3.  is  something  else  again.  It 
is  a  translation  of  the  famous  Swiss 
professor's  German  work  of  1935,  re- 
vised in  1952.  Now  the  inquiring 
student  can  read  the  book  without 
knowing  German,  but  he  still  needs  his 
Hebrew.  Hebrew  words  remain  un- 
translated and  untransliterated,  as  in 
the  original,  and  there  is  an  "Index 
of  Hebrew  Words,"  useless  to  any  but 
the  initiated.  German  may  pass  away, 
but  Hebrew  goes  on  forever.  The  book 
itself  is  a  classic,  the  original  edition 
being  one  of  those  tomes  that  marked 
the  revival  of  Old  Testament  theology 
in  the  twentieth  century,  after  the 
horrors  of  World  War  I  brought  a 
yearning  for  spiritual  renewal  among 
the  religious  intelligentsia.  Kohler 
follows  the  traditional  outline  of 
Theology,  Anthropology,  Soteriology 
(God,  Man,  Salvation),  thus  making 
his  book  a  sort  of  introduction  to  the 
more  innovative  and  sophisticated 
works,  such  as  that  of  Eichrodt.  To 
the  aforesaid  inquiring  student  who 
has  at  least  the  minimal  amount  of 
Hebrew  and  Greek,  the  present  ex- 
cellent English  rendering  will  prove  a 
source  of  enlightenment  and  inspira- 
tion.— W.  F.   Stinespring. 

The  World's  Lhnng  Religions.  Robert 
E.  Hume.  Revised  by  Charles  S. 
Braden.  Scribner's.  1959.  335  pp. 
$3.50. 

Here  is  another  valuable  revised 
edition.  The  original  work  appeared 
in  1924  and  went  through  more  than 
twenty-five  printings.  The  book  is 
unique  in  the  manner  in  which,  after 
sketching  their  content,  it  summarizes 
the  "strengths"  and  "weaknesses"  of 
the  major  religions.  For  instance, 
among  "elements  of  strength  in  Bud- 
dhism" is  listed  "the  urgency  and  as- 
surance of  its  gospel,"  while  the  "ele- 
ments of  weakness"  include  "its  origi- 
nal atheism"  and  "its  fundamental  im- 
personalism."  Christianity  is  subject 
to  the  same  kind  of  summary.  Head- 
ing the  list  of  strengths  are  "its  con- 
ception of  God  as  a  loving,  holy 
Father"  and  "the  character  and  teach- 
ings   of    its    founder,    Jesus    Christ." 


Weaknesses  include  the  tendencies  in 
"certain  sections  of  Christendom  to 
relapse  from  the  founder's  lofty  ideal 
.  .  ."  and  "to  shirk  the  responsibilities 
which  accompany  tlie  privileges  be- 
longing to  the  children  of  God."  There 
is  an  ostensible  objectivity  about  the 
evaluations  which  the  polemical  non- 
Christian  might  readily  impugn.  Neith- 
er Hume  nor  his  generation  saw  clear- 
ly enough  that  anyone's  evaluative 
criteria  must  be  grounded  somewhere 
religiously.  His  judgment,  for  in- 
stance, that  Buddhist  "impersonalism"' 
is  bad  and  Christian  personalism  good 
roots  in  a  Christian  perspective  which 
we  hardly  can  establish  on  purely  neu- 
tral grounds  (whatever  such  grounds 
might  be) .  Nevertheless,  why  not 
have  a  Christian  appraisal  (semi- 
cryptic  though  this  one  be)  of  the 
world  religions?  This  one  is  the 
work  of  a  responsible  scholar,  con- 
tains generous  quotations  from  the 
sacred  scriptures,  is  distinguished  by 
brevity  and  simplicity  of  analysis.  I 
believe  it  comes  closer  to  what  my 
B.D.  students  in  the  History  of  Re- 
ligions have  icantcd  me  to  give  them 
than  any  other  book  I  know.  One 
must  admit  that  it  is  oversimplified.  C. 
S.  Braden,  in  bringing  the  book  fac- 
tually up  to  date  (so  far  as  was  feas- 
ible), does  not  alter  or  endorse  the 
value  judgments.  One  can  second  that 
attitude  and  still  commend  the  book  as 
highly   useful. — A.    D.   Foster. 

The  Gospel  in  Dispute:  The  Rela- 
tion of  Christian  Faith  to  Other 
Missionarv  Religions.  Edmund 
Perry.  Doubleday.  1958.  230  pp. 
$3.95 

"Advocatus  Kraemerus"  will  prob- 
ably be  the  immediate  reaction  of 
many  readers  of  this  book.  Profes- 
sor H.  Kraemer  has  a  faithful  dis- 
ciple in  the  person  of  an  exceedingly 
able  young  professor,  Edmund  Perry, 
formerly  of  Duke  University,  now  of 
Northwestern  University.  This  iden- 
tification with  Kraemer  is  made  not 
because  his  position  is  to  be  summarily 
accepted  or  rejected,  but  to  indicate 
that  almost  everything  which  has  been 


55 


saitl  fur  or  against  Kraemer's  theol- 
ogy of  mission  applies  to  the  prevail- 
ing point  of  view  of  this  book.  This 
book,  therefore,  will  hardly  be  con- 
sidered a  novel  contribution.  Perhaps 
the  most  significant  contribution  is 
that  here  is  an  intensely  concerned 
professor  in  an  American  university 
calling  every  professing  Christian  to 
acknowledge  that  "to  be  a  Christian  at 
all  anywhere  in  the  contemporary 
world  is  to  be  a  responsive  and  re- 
sponsible   missionary    Christian." 

The  reader  will  respond  with  much 
appreciation  to  the  biblical  description 
of  the  essential  missionary  character 
of  Israel's  faith  re-created  by  God  in 
the  Christian  Church.  But  the  real 
test  of  the  reader's  reaction  will  come 
in  the  chapter  on  "Gospel  Faith  and  a 
Method  of  Studying  Religions,"  for 
here  one  sees  most  clearly  Perry's 
"theology  of  mission"  and  his  in- 
debtedness to  Kraemer.  Religion,  "as 
predefined  in  Gospel  faith,"  is  sin  (pp. 
88-95).  That  God  has  not  left  himself 
without  witness  is  simply  a  non-direc- 
tive predisposition  to  faith,  so  that 
general  revelation,  if  the  term  can  be 
used  at  all,  has  no  place  in  salvation. 
The  reader  may  complain  not  unfairly 
that  Professor  Perry  tends  to  identify 
almost  completely  his  own  theology  of 
mission  with  "Gospel  faith."  One  gets 
the  impression  there  is  little  or  no  de- 
bate among  Christians  on  these  mat- 
ters. The  core  of  the  method  seems 
to  place  it  among  what  is  nowadays 
sometimes  called  "post-critical"  theol- 
ogy. 

There  are  some  very  valuable  em- 
phases. Some  may  find  the  treatment 
of  the  four  "missionary"  religions  the 
less  valuable  part  of  the  book.  Many 
Oiristians  will  object  to  the  author's 
interpretation  of  Judaism,  and  wonder 
if  it  is  not  truly  a  "mysterious  theo- 
logical" (p.  221)  begging  of  the  ques- 
tion to  say  that  "whereas  God  asked 
the  Israelites  (Judaism)  to  cease  be- 
ing his  chosen  people  outside  the 
Church     and     they     refused.     God     is 


nevertheless  faithful  to  his  promise  and 
will  sustain  them  as  a  community  in 
history  to  the  very  end."  {Ibid.) 
Modern  vedantism  (a  theosophic 
strand  of  Hinduism )  is  missionary, 
hut  it  is  questionable  whether  Hindu- 
ism in  its  usual  form  can  be  classified 
a  missionary  religion. 

Though  not  a  novel  contribution, 
this  volume  is  commended  as  a  valu- 
able statement  in  the  continuing  con- 
cern of  the  Church  to  communicate 
the  Gospel  faithfully  to  the  world. 

— L.  E.  Wethington 

U'idoiiiig  Hori:;otis  1845-95.  (History 
of  Methodist  Missions,  Vol.  III). 
Wade  Crawford  Barclay.  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions.  1957.  1211  pp. 
$4.50. 

Dr.  Barclay's  definitive  series  is  a 
remarkable  achievement.  On  one  hand, 
it  is  a  comprehensive  reference  work 
(with  150  pages  of  notes,  bibliography 
and  index),  covering  every  significant 
person  and  event  in  a  global  survey. 
On  the  other  hand,  those  people  and 
issues  come  alive  in  a  compellingly 
readable  narrative.  The  day-to-day 
problems  of  remote  areas,  especially  in 
their  relationship  to  universal  Method- 
ist policies  and  programs,  take  shape 
with  almost  incredible  appeal. 

This  particular  volume  begins  with 
"a  changing  church  in  a  changing 
structure  of  American  society,"  as 
Methodism  adopts  new  methods  and 
organization  for  new  frontiers.  It 
moves  out  (for  the  first  time  beyond 
Liberia)  into  a  sacrificial  witness  that 
for  every  Methodist  "the  world  is  my 
parish"  :  the  opening  of  China  in  1847. 
the  rapid  growth  in  India  and  Ma- 
laysia, the  controversial  Taylor  self- 
supporting  stations  in  South  America, 
the  sea-borne  spread  to  Scandinavia. 
The  reading  assignment  may  look  for- 
midable— so  was  the  missionary  task 
in  1845-95.  But  not  even  Anthony 
Adi'crse  contained  so  mucli  sheer  ro- 
mance and  adventure  for  so  little  time 
and   money. — C.    Lacy. 
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III  One  Spirit.     D.  Campbell  Wyckoff. 

Wide  as  the  World.  Louise  B.  Grif- 
fiths. 

Each  from  Friendship  Press.  1958. 
167    pp.     $2.95    (paper    $1.95). 

These  two  attractive  volumes  are  in- 
dispensable guides  for  missionary  edu- 
cation, of  senior  highs  and  junior  highs 
respectively.  Each  contains  a  clear 
statement  of  the  place  and  purpose  of 
missionary  education,  a  psychological 
and  pedagogical  appraisal  of  the  age 
group,  and  a  practical  guide  to  methods 
and  materials.  While  intermediates 
are  led  into  the  excitement  of  personal 
acquaintances,  trips  of  discovery, 
drama  and  journalism  and  recreation, 
seniors  are  guided  through  the  Bible, 
theology,  history  and  current  events 
toward  spiritual  commitment  and  voca- 
tional decision.  Both  books  are  writ- 
ten in  lively  fashion,  with  clever 
sketches  and  with  irresistible  projects 
just  clamoring  to  be  tried.  But  the 
emphasis — rightly  so  for  all  ages— is 
on  feeling  and  being  a  part  of  the 
Christian  world  mission. — C.  Lacy. 

A  History  of  the  Christian  Church. 
Williston  Walker.  Revised  by 
Cyril  C.  Richardson,  Willielm 
Pauck,  and  Robert  Handy.  Scrib- 
ner's,   1959.     585  pp.     $5.50. 

The  appearance  of  this  very  reason- 
ably priced  revision  will  be  widely  wel- 
comed. To  quote  from  the  Revisers" 
Preface. 

"For  nearly  half  a  century  Walker's 
History  of  the  Christian  Church  has 
been  a  standard  textbook.  It  was  writ- 
ten by  a  scholar  of  ripe  learning,  who 
profited  especially  from  the  rich  fruits 
of  Cierman  historical  scholarship  in  the 
later  19th  and  early  20th  centuries.  Its 
rare  combination  of  clarity,  comjiact- 
ness  and  balance  has  been  responsible 
for  its  unparalleled  success.  More- 
over, despite  the  advances  made  in  his- 
torical scholarship,  the  main  text  of 
Walker  has  held  up  remarkably  well. 
Nevertheless,  sections  have  inevitably 
become  out  of  date,  and  especially  in 
the  later  portions  has  extensive  re- 
writing   bc'iii    necessary.      It    has   been 


the  aim  of  the  revisers  to  retain  the 
niain  structure  of  the  original,  and 
only  to  revise  those  parts  where  there 
were  errors  of  fact  or  where  the  inter- 
pretation was  seriously  questionable. 
Occasionally  sections  have  been  added 
to  introduce  a  better  balance  or  to 
take  note  of  modern  discoveries.  In 
the  modern  period  a  more  radical  re- 
working of  the  material  has  been 
necessary  in  order  to  bring  the  text  up 
to  date." 

The  distinguished  revisers  divided 
their  work  as  follows :  Professor 
Richardson  to  the  early  Middle  Ages, 
Professor  Pauck  through  the  Reforma- 
tion, Professor  Handy  from  Puritan- 
ism to  the  Modern  Day.  It  must  have 
been  convenient  for  them  to  work  to- 
gether, all  three  being  at  Union  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  They  express  spe- 
cial thanks  to  Edward  R.  Hardy  of 
Berkeley  Divinity  School  for  his  help 
on  the  Greek  Orthodox  Church.  With- 
out doubt  they  have  added  to  the  use- 
fulness and  prolonged  the  life  of  a 
worthy  and  popular  volume. 

—A.    D.    Foster 

On  Christian  Doctrine.  Saint  .Augus- 
tine. Translated,  with  an  Intro- 
duction, by  D.  W.  Robertson,  Jr. 
Liberal  Arts.  1958.  xxii,  169  pp. 
80  cents   (paper  back). 

The  Absurdity  of  Cliristiaiiity  and 
Other  Essays.  .Archibald  Allan 
Bowman.  Edited,  with  an  Introduc- 
tion, by  Charles  W.  Hcndel.  Liberal 
Arts.  1958.  xxxiii,  62  pp.  75 
cents    ( paper   back ) . 

Unitarian  Cliristianity  and  Other  lis- 
says.  William  Ellery  Ciianning. 
Edited,  with  an  Introduction,  by 
Irving  H.  Bartlett.  Liberal  Arts. 
1958.  xxii,  121  pp.  80  cents.  (  pajier 
back). 

These  items  do  further  credit  to  the 
enterprise,  undertaken  by  the  Liberal 
.^rts  Press,  Inc.  (153  W.  72nd  Street, 
N.  Y.  23,  N.  Y. ),  of  i)roviding  inex- 
pensive but  durable  and  responsible 
texts  for  sch(jlarly  i)ur])oses.  The  first 
two  above  are  Numbers  80  and  56.  re- 
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spectively.  in  the  Library  of  Liberal 
Arts.  The  last  of  the  three  is  Number 
21  in  the  American  Heritage  Series. 
As  is  characteristic  of  both  series,  the 
texts  are  accompanied  by  introductions 
of  notable  value  in  their  own  right. 

The  fresh  translation  of  Augustine's 
Dc  doctrina  Christiana  (based  on  the 
Benedictine  text)  seems  especially  ap- 
propriate as  one  ponders  the  current 
theological  perplexities  in  the  sphere 
of  hermeneutics.  For,  as  the  trans- 
lator remarks,  this  work  is  "essential- 
ly ...  an  introduction  to  the  interpre- 
tation and  explanation  of  the   Bible." 

A.  A.  Bowman  (1883-1936)  was  pro- 
fessor of  logic  at  Princeton  before  re- 
turning to  Scotland  to  assume  the  chair 
of  Logic  and  then  of  Moral  Philosophy 
at  Glasgow.  As  the  editor  notes,  an 
unfriendly  Zeitgeist  has  tended  to  pre- 
vent his  thought  from  being  more 
widely  appreciated.  His  most  sub- 
stantial work.  Studies  in  the  Philos- 
ophy of  Religion  (2  vols.),  appeared 
posthumously  in  1938,  but  not  many 
bought  the  volumes  and  fewer  still 
read  them.  This  is  unfortunate,  for 
Bowman  has  something  to  say  to  mod- 
ern man.  Perhaps  now  that  the  theo- 
logical mood  is  shifting  toward  con- 
structiveness,  a  better  way  will  open 
for  him.  The  "other  essays"  referred 
to  in  the  title  are  "The  Paradox  of 
Job,"  "Religion  as  a  Quest  of  the 
Eternal,"  and  "Eternal  Spirit  and  In- 
carnation." The  viewpoint  is  con- 
sistent. Religion  is  absurd  within  the 
frame  of  our  spiritual  Phillistinism. 
But  God's  wisdom,  in  the  last  analysis, 
is  still  not  mocked. 

Besides  "Unitarian  Christianity," 
the  selections  from  Channing  are  "The 
Moral  Argument  against  Calvinism," 
"The  Evidences  of  Revealed  Religion," 
"Likeness  to  God,"  and  "Honor  Due  to 
All  Men."  This  material  is,  of  course, 
basic  for  American  religious  thought. 
— A.  D.  Foster 

The  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity.  Cyril 
C.  Richardson.  Abingdon,  1958. 
159  pp.     $3.00. 

A  church  historian  has  produced  one 
of   the   most   incisive   and   provocative 


theological  treatises  to  appear  for  a 
long  time.  It  is  truly  a  remarkable 
little  book.  Brief  as  it  is,  one  could 
argue  that  it  is  the  most  valuable 
single  analysis  of  the  Trinitarian  doc- 
trine that  we  have.  This  can  be  said 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  is  a  devastat- 
ing attack  on  the  doctrine.  It  will  of- 
fend some,  but  others  are  able  to  stay 
in  the  fold  just  because  theology  like 
this  can  be  written. 

Writing  about  the  Trinity  has  main- 
ly been  for  or  against  Unitarianism,  or 
for  or  against  modernism  in  general. 
The  freshness  of  Richardson's  work  is 
partly  its  freedom  from  such  ulterior 
motifs  and  traditional  positions.  Its 
detachment  and  critical  independence 
make  other  recent  works  on  the  sub- 
ject, for  all  their  usefulness,  seem  per- 
vaded by  special  pleading.  Richard- 
son writes  neither  in  advocacy  nor  in 
anger  and  thus  produces  a  careful 
CA-ainination  of  the  doctrine — some- 
thing rare.  The  jungles  of  verbiage 
in  which  some  contemporaries  have 
pursued  the  subject  are  cut  through  by 
simple  intelligible  analysis.  Richard- 
son insists  upon  seeing  what  state- 
ments actually  are  saying  and  in  ex- 
posing incoherence  where  he  finds  it. 
This  can  be  ruthless  but  also  very 
clarifying.  The  systematic  probing  is 
backed  up  in  depth  by  a  thorough 
historian's  knowledge  of  the  literature 
and  a  committed  believer's  participa- 
tion in  the  things  of  faith. 

"My  conclusion,"  he  writes,  "about 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  is  that  it 
is  an  artificial  construct.  It  tries  to 
relate  dififerent  problems  and  to  fit 
them  into  an  arbitrary  and  traditional 
threeness.  It  produces  confusion 
rather  than  clarification ;  and  while 
the  problems  with  which  it  deals  are 
real  ones,  the  solutions  it  offers  are 
not  illuminating"  (p.  148).  It  may  cor- 
rect a  wrong  impression  to  note  Rich- 
ardson's recognition  that  we  "are  con- 
fronted in  the  New  Testament  with 
three  dominant  symbols  of  God. 
These  we  can  and  should  use  to  ex- 
press deep  Christian  concerns"  (p. 
149).  Nevertheless,  ".  .  .  we  should 
avoid   supposing  they  do  not   overlap, 


58 


or  that  tliey  imply  three  (Hstinct   per- 
sons in  the  Trinity"  (idem). 

There  is,  of  course,  much  to  ques- 
tion in  the  book  as  well  as  much  to 
praise.  An  adequate  critical  review- 
would  take  many  pages.  Here  one  can 
only  record  the  main  impression.  That, 
once  again,  is  genuine  theological  ex- 
citement and  incitement — A.  D.  Foster 

The  Meaning  of  the  Cross.  Henry 
Sloane  Coffin.  New  York.  Scrili- 
ner's.     1959.     164  pp.    $2.50. 

The  republication  of  Dr.  Coffin's 
The  Meaning  of  the  Cross,  originally 
given  as  lectures  to  ministers  and  theo- 
logical students,  will  be  hailed  by  a 
numerous  host  who  have  been  stirred 
by  this  able  voice  of  liberal  evangeli- 
calism. Divinity  School  alumni  will 
be  gratified  that  Scribner's  selected 
Dr.  James  T.  Cleland  to  write  the 
preface,  which  is  a  brief  but  moving 
tribute  to  his  spiritual  mentor.  Readers 
will  concur  in  his  prefatory  judgment 
that  "the  book  is  as  exciting  and  satis- 
fying as  when  it  was  first  published  in 
1931." 

Acknowledging  tliat,  in  the  easy 
optimism  of  our  luxurious  circum- 
stances, we  are  slow  to  ponder  "this 
tragic  and  heroic  symbol,"  Dr.  Coffin 
relentlessly  pursues  the  question :  who 
were  the  crucifiers  of  our  Lord  ?  He 
paints  lively  portraits  of  the  persons 
and  groups  who,  scandalized  and  em- 
bittered by  the  mission  and  message 
of  one  so  far  above  the  conscience 
of  the  community,  contrived  our  Lord's 
untimely  death.  The  author  sees  in 
them  the  ruinous  forces  which  con- 
tinue to  dominate  our  world ;  they 
constitute  for  every  age  "the  shocking 
revelation  of  what  is  in  man." 

Posing  the  question :  Why  did  he 
have  himself  crucified?.  Dr.  ColTin  asks 
"appreciative  sympathy"  as  we  seek  to 
fathom  our  Lord's  mind  concerning 
the  ultimate  issue  of  his  work.  He 
skillfully  analyzes  the  pivotal  events 
in  the  life  of  Jesus — hajjtism,  tempta- 
tion, Caesarea-Philii)pi,  transfiguration, 
Gethsemane — and  reverently  interprets 
our  Lord's  sacrificial  offering  of  him- 
self as  the  crowning   instance  of  faith 


in  "His  own  interpretation  of  the  ulti- 
mate   Mystery    of    the    universe.    His   ! 
own  intuition  of  God." 

.\nd  how  shall  we  interpret  this 
cross?  Calvary  lays  bare  the  solidarity 
of  human  sinfulness ;  it  looms  as  a 
"family  catastrophe.''  The  fundamen- 
tal disclosure  of  the  cross  is  not  a 
wrath  to  be  appeased,  a  forgiveness  to 
be  purchased,  or  a  sacrifice  to  alter 
the  divine  disposition  toward  man.  In 
the  cross  Jesus  Christ,  by  vicarious 
suffering  love  grounded  in  the  nature 
of  God.  opens  to  men  what  the  New 
Testament  calls  "a  new  and  living 
way."  The  cross  is  "the  supreme  as- 
surance of  his  forgiveness,  the  supreme 
constraint  to  repentence,  the  supreme 
disclosure  of  the  cost  to  God  of  our 
redemption"    (p.  118). 

Then  what  must  we  do  because  of 
it  ?  We  are  called  to  a  life  of  venture- 
some love  in  an  ethical  initiative  which 
is  ordered,  not  to  fixed  law  but  to 
the  spirit  of  faith  and  love  as  revealed 
in  the  cross.  Redeemed  men,  as  bearers 
of  a  vicarious  conscience,  are  to  be 
spiritual  pioneers  who  risk  the  hazards 
of  an  untried  road. 

Rarely  will  the  reader  encounter 
anything  so  powerful  as  the  closing 
api)eal  of  this  book,  which  reverberates 
like  a  quivering  gong  of  conviction — 
that  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  lays 
bare  the  moral  foundations  of  the  uni- 
verse, for  there  God  vindicated  the 
trust  reposed  in  Him  at  Calvary.  Ours 
is  not  a  soulless  universe ;  we  iiave  a 
cosmic  companionship  in  our  spiritual 
ventures.  Jesus  Christ  was  not  perma- 
nently banished  by  a  hostile  world  ;  he 
is  alive  in  power  with  and  within  his 
own,  and  is  our  Eternal  Contemporary. 

This  volume  brings  to  concentrated 
expression  on  a  vital  theme  Dr.  Cof- 
fin's tenacious  mind,  his  warm  and 
kindling  spirituality,  his  brilliantly  re- 
sourceful imagination,  and  liis  un- 
common illustrative  skill.  The  result 
is  what  Reinhold  Niebuhr  has  rightly 
termed  "as  adequate  an  account  as 
can  be  found  in  the  homiletic  litera- 
ture of  our  age  of  the  centrality  of 
the  cross  in  the  faith  of  the  Christian." 
—J.  W.   Carlton 
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Si.  1  hoiiuis  Aquinas.  Jacques  Mari- 
tain.  New  Edition  translated  and 
revised  bv  J.  W.  Evans  and  P. 
O'Reilly.  "  Meridian.  1958.  281 
pp.     $1.35    (paperback). 

Rrli(/ioii  i)i  .-iiiicrica.  Edited  by  Jobn 
Cogley.  Meridian.  1958.  288  pp. 
$1.45  (paperback). 

Here  are  a  pair  of  notable  additions 
to  the  Meridian  paperback  series, 
which  has  been  developed  so  success- 
fully by  the  brilliant  young  Jewish 
writer  and  publisher,  Arthur  A.  Cohen. 

Jacques  Maritain  is  well  known  as 
one  of  the  great  Christian  thinkers  of 
our  time.  We  have,  in  fact,  often 
commended  his  books  in  these  columns. 
The  present  work  has  a  special  historic 
significance  in  having  been,  as  Maritain 
himself  says,  "a  kind  of  Thomist  mani- 
festo." It  first  appeared  in  1930.  At 
that  time  it  aimed  to  bring  the  in- 
sights of  the  Angelic  Doctor  into  the 
general  realm  of  culture  wherein  they 
had  never  before  been  freely  effective. 
The  result  was,  and  in  this  fresh  re- 
vision still  is,  a  powerfully  stimulating 
introduction  to  Thomism,  not  as  mere 
history,  but  as  creative  modern 
thought.  The  valuable  appendices  in- 
clude :  a  list  of  the  works  of  Thomas, 
an  index  of  papal  testimonies  to 
Thomas  through  the  centuries,  trans- 
lations of  four  papal  documents  deal- 
ing with  Thomas,  and  a  secondary 
bibliography. 

Religion  in  America  is  a  Meridian 
original  edition.  It  is  comprised  of 
essays  based  on  papers  delivered  at  a 
".Seminar  on  Religion  in  a  Free  So- 
ciety," sponsored  by  the  Fund  for  the 
Republic  in  Newr  York  City,  May, 
1958.  Protestants,  Catholics,  Jews, 
and  various  versions  of  secularism 
were  represented.  Vital  issues  were 
discussed :  religious  pluralism  and 
civic  unity,  church  and  state,  the 
school  question,  the  secular  challenge, 
religion  and  the  free  society.  The 
quality  of  the  book  is  measurable  by 
the  calibre  of  the  participants :  John 
Courtney  Murray,  Reinhold  Niebuhr, 
Leo   Pfeffer,  Wilber  Katz,  Will   Her- 


bcrg,  J.  H.  X'ichols,  Walter  Ong, 
Stringfellow  Barr,  Gustave  Weigel,  A. 
J.   Heschel,  and   Paul   Tillich. 

— A.   D.   Foster 

John  Cahin  on  the  Christian  Faith: 
Selections  from  the  Institutes,  Com- 
mentaries, and  Tracts.  Edited  by 
John  T.  McNeill.  Liberal  Arts. 
1957.     xxiv,   219   pp.      Paper,  $0.95. 

This  is  the  second  book  of  Calvin 
selections  edited  by  the  foremost  Ameri- 
can historian  of  Calvinism  (the  first 
was  John  Calvin  on  God  and  Political 
Duty,  same  press)  ;  it  is  offered  as  "an 
introductory  book  of  sample  material." 
To  this  end,  McNeill  has  supplied  a 
non-technical,  up-to-date,  highly  in- 
formative introduction,  a  selected  bibli- 
ography, a  biographical  index,  and 
occasional  notes. 

From  the  tracts,  McNeill  has  chosen 
the  Reply  to  Sadolct,  printing  portions 
which  shed  light  on  Calvin's  religious 
development  and  convictions  as  a  re- 
former. Omitted  passages  are  sum- 
marized. The  commentaries  are  repre- 
sented by  selections  from  Genesis. 
Isaiah,  Psahns,  John,  and  Romans. 
The  bulk  of  the  text  is  from  the  Insti- 
tutes: it  is  here  that  the  most  valuable 
contribution  of  this  edition  appears. 
While  retaining  from  Calvin  the  titles 
for  the  four  books  and  the  numljering 
of  chapters  and  sections,  McNeill  "has 
substituted  his  own  section  headings 
and  summaries  of  omitted  material  so 
that  the  whole  reads  as  a  continuous 
argument."  So  successfully  is  this  ac- 
complished that  the  reader  feels  the 
impact  of  the  Institutes  as  a  unified 
presentation  of  the  Christian  faith. 
This  book  is  just  the  thing  for  anyone, 
minister  or  layman,  who  wants  to  dis- 
cover— or  re-discover — just  what  Cal- 
vin was  up  to ;  and  moneywise,  it  is 
a  bargain. — T.  A.  Schafer.  ( McCor- 
mick  Theological   Seminary ) 

John  Cahin;  The  Man  and  His  Ethics. 
Georgia  Harkness.  Abingdon.  1958. 
206  pp.     $1.50.      (Apex  paperback). 
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Ministerial  Ethics  and  Etiquette. 
Xolan  B.  Harmon.  Revised  Edition. 
Abingdon.  1958.  215  pp.  $1.25 
( Apex   paperback ) . 

These  are  two  of  the  attractive  of- 
ferings with  which  Abingdon  led  off 
tlie  Apex  series  of  quality  paperbacks. 
Georgia  Harkness"  widely  acclaimed 
study,  concentrating  upon  the  ethics 
of  Calvin,  first  appeared  in  1931.  The 
original  edition  of  Bishop  Harmon's 
useful  manual  was  in  1950.  Both 
books   have   proved  their   worth. 

— A.  D.  Foster 

The  Promise  of  Science  and  the 
Poii'er  of  Faith.  M.  Holmes  Hart- 
shorne.  Westminster.  1958.  143 
pp.     $3.00. 

Tliis  book  is  an  essay  on  the  im- 
plications of  natural  science  for  theo- 
logical doctrines.  It  is  an  essay  rather 
than  an  analytical  study  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  either  discipline, 
and  as  such  it  reads  well  and  covers 
much  ground.  In  this  way  it  serves 
as  an  adequate  introduction  to  the  sub- 
ject. In  his  positive  argument  Hart- 
shorne  makes  one  central  point : 
science  and  religion  are  fundamentally 
disparate  areas  of  life  and  neitlier 
basically  challenges  the  validity  of  the 
other  (p.  106).  A  criticism  of  the 
book  is  that  it  separates  the  areas  too 
completely.  Religion,  for  Hartshorne, 
is  inward  and  personal,  science  is  ob- 
jective and  public.  The  lack  of  rela- 
tion between  the  two  is  seen  clearly 
in  his  discussion  of  miracle  which  he 
takes  to  be  primarily  an  .inner  ex- 
perience of  God's  love.  So  the  storm 
on  the  Sea  of  Galilee  is  basically  an 
inner  turmoil  (pp.  104f. ).  And  provi- 
dence is  not  an  objective  fact  but  an 
assurance  of  faith  (p.  138).  While 
some  distinction  of  foundation  and 
function  needs  to  be  made  betweea  the 
two  areas,  Hartshorne  seems  to  have 
trans])osed  the  distinction  into  a  cleav- 
age. Nonetheless,  the  book  is  a  worthy 
effort  to  make  the  issues  clear  and  to 
offer  one  possible  solution. — T.  A. 
Langford  ( Department  of  Undergrad- 
uate Religion). 


The  Church  Faces  the  Isms.  Edited 
by  Arnold  B.  Rhodes.  Abingdon. 
1958.    304  pp.    $4.50.  : 

Can   the  term   ism    (without   italics, 
quotation  marks  or  apology)    be  used 
legitimately,  simultaneously,  and  mean- 
ingfully to  cover  such  diverse  phenom- 
ena    as     Fundamentalism,     Dispensa- 
tionalism,   Judaism,    Ecumenism,    Rac- 
ism,  and   Scientism?     Can  an  ism   be: 
defined   as   "a   more   or    less    coherent : 
body  of  doctrine   which   has  not  been  i 
accepted  as  official  by  any  established 
or   parent  church,"  and  a  sect  as  the  ■ 
institutionalized,   "objectified  .   .   .   dis- • 
senting    party"    thereof?      Can    a    line: 
be  drawn  between  "isms  predominantly  ■ 
Biblical"  (Fundamentalism,  Adventism, 
Dispensationalism,  Perfectionism)   and  I 
"isms     both     Biblical     and     cultural" 
(Judaism,     Roman     Catholicism,     De- 
nominationalism    and    Ecumenism,    the  ■ 
Healing    Sects )  ?      Can    Fascism    and 
Communism  be  described  by  the  same 
criteria — or  Ethical  Culture  be  treated 
as  "an  organized  form  of  Modernism"? 
Can  lectures  for  a  symposium  course 
in    Louisville     Presbyterian     (or    any 
other)    Seminary   be    transcribed    into 
an  effectively  unified  book? 

In  general,  this  reader's  answers  to 
all  the  questions  above  must  be  nega- 
tive. A  neatly  preconceived  pattern 
requires  grouping,  oversimplification 
and  dogmatism  which  are  suspect  if 
not  ridiculous.  Yet  aside  from  these 
strictures,  and  the  unconvincing  cor- 
relation or  "orientation,"  many  of  the 
chapters  ("units"  they  are  still  called!) 
are  highly  rewarding.  Most  of  them 
include  brief  but  very  useful  historical 
background.  The  pedagogical  points 
are  clearly  outlined.  The  selected  bib- 
liographies are  excellent.  And  some 
very  challenging  assignments  are  sug- 
gested :  e.g.  in  a  comity  housing  area, 
formulate  your  church's  response  to  a 
team  of  Seventh  Day  .^.dventist  mis- 
sionaries;  examine  the  perennial  (and 
current)  attacks  on  the  National  Coun- 
cil of  Churches,  Bishop  Oxnam,  and 
others  ;  compare  the  position  of  a  sem- 
inary-trained pastor  on  the  five  funda- 
mentals  with   the   position  of   a   cross 
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section   of   his   congregation,  and  pre- 
pare a  plan  for  bridging  the  gap. 

Disregard  the  dubious  integration 
and  the  tendency  to  generalize  and  ab- 
solutize, which  a  classroom  encounter 
would  undoubtedly  relieve !  Taken 
separately,  these  units  should  be  tre- 
mendously informative  and  stimulating, 
to  pastors  and  to  all  sorts  of  discus- 
sion  groups. — C.   Lacy 

The  Liyht  Within  Us.  Albert  Schweit- 
zer.     Philosophical    Library.      1959. 

58  pp.    $2.75. 

Anthologies  have  a  twofold  value 
They  affirm  that  the  author  has  prob- 
ably said  enough  worthwhile  things 
that  such  a  volume  could  { should  ?  )  be 
compiled :  they  offer  a  good  starting 
point  to  begin  on  someone  with  whom 
we  have  intended  to  become  acquainted. 
Have  you  never  read  anything  of 
Schweitzer's?  Start  with  this  transla- 
tion of  a  German  compendium  which 
draws  on  several  of  the  philosopher- 
missionary's  works.  The  early  inci- 
dents of  his  life,  which  first  disclosed 
his  sensitive  sympathy,  are  developed 
until  they  lead  to  the  dictum  which  is 
at  the  heart  of  his  thinking  and  acting : 
reverence  for  life,  "the  ethic  of  Love 
widened  into  universality."  (p.  47.) 
Maybe  $2.75  isn't  too  much  to  pay  for 
fiftv-eight  pages  of  Schweitzer.  Maybe. 
—J.  T.  Cleland 

Christians  and  the  State.  John  C. 
Bennett.  Scribner's.  1958.  302  pp. 
$4.50. 

This  is  a  timely  analysis,  of  impres- 
sive scope  and  insight.  Review  space 
available  here  could  not  possibly  do  it 
justice,  for  it  ranges  with  comprehen- 
sive thoroughness  over  all  aspects  of 
the  subject.  We  may  not  all  be  so 
confident  about  the  "moral  consensus" 
in  American  society,  but  even  this  is  a 
welcome  antidote  to  contemporary 
hopelessness.  Half  the  book  is  devoted 
to  "Christian  Understanding  of  the 
State  and  Its  Functions,"  a  vital  and 
convincing  answer  to  the  individualism 
of  Protestant  piety.  The  final  third 
deals  with  Church  and  State,  tackling 


frankly  and  perceptively  the  concrete 
problems  of  the  nature  of  the  church, 
secular  and  religious  education,  and 
"Roman  Catholic  power."  Those  who 
owe  much  to  Dean  Bennett's  earlier 
books  will  find  here  the  same  balance 
of  sound  theology  and  progressive  so- 
cial ethics,  the  same  blend  of  clarity 
and  penetration.  They  may  also  find — 
or  do  I  imagine  it? — a  greater  depth 
of  maturity  and  sympathy  and  wisdom. 
— C.  Lacy 

Christianity  and  Communism:  A%  In- 
quiry into  Relationships.  Edited  by 
Merrimon  Cuninggim.  Southern 
Methodist.     1958.     136  pp.     $4.50. 

Unless  the  reader  clearly  under- 
stands the  genesis,  purpose  and  ap- 
proach of  this  symposium,  he  will  be 
disappointed.  The  sub-title  is  crucial. 
This  is  not  an  appraisal  of  Christainity 
and  Communism  (and  should  not  have 
taken  a  title  used  repeatedly  before). 
It  is  an  analysis  of  why  an  analysis  is 
pertinent.  The  first  sixty  per  cent 
concerns  the  concern  of  the  social 
scientist,  the  theologian,  the  political 
scientist,  and  the  editor.  When  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Social  and  Eco- 
nomic Relations  offered  a  grant  (from 
the  Fund  for  the  Republic)  for  such 
a  study,  these  professors  in  several 
Texas  institutions  leaped  to  the  bait. 
Knowing  that  they  know  more  about 
their  respective  fields  than  about  Com- 
munism, they  wrote  accordingly — and 
wisely.  Be  it  said  in  further  explana- 
tion that  a  subsequent  volume  will 
examine  "the  appeal  of  communism  in 
sociological,  economic,  and  political 
terms."  But  this  "inquiry"  gives  the 
irresistible  impression  of  a  corps  of 
surgeons  explaining  why  they  are 
about  to  operate :  on  the  political 
skeleton,  the  sociological  bloodstream, 
the  academic  nervous  system,  and  the 
theological  soul.  By  the  time  they 
are  nearly  through,  it  is  obvious  that 
they  are  dissecting  a  corpse.  But  Com- 
munism, not  even  decaying  as  surely 
and  malignantly  as  the  last  chapter 
claims,  is  by  no  means  a  corpse.  Is 
Christianity? — C.   Lacy 
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The  Road  to  Brotherhood.  Methodist 
Board  of  Social  and  Economic  Re- 
lations.    1959.     117  pp. 

Simplicity,  forthrightness,  and  prac- 
tical utility  characterize  these  "Views 
on  Race  Relations  with  Resources  and 
Suggestions  for  Action."  Although  it 
calls  itself  "a  daringly  unique  book  as 
it  sets  before  the  Church  the  views  of 
writers  whose  positions  and  statements 
are  often  contradictory,"  the  contro- 
versy fails  to  materialize.  Perhaps  this 
is  inevitable ;  many  would  hold  that 
there  is  only  one  Christian  perspective 
on  race  relations,  however  the  ap- 
proaches may  vary.  The  one  "segre- 
gationist" who  speaks  in  this  sym- 
posium admits  that  "forced  segrega- 
tion is  unconstitutional  and  wrong." 
that  "the  freedom  of  the  pulpit  must 
be  maintained,"  that  "the  sin  comes 
when  a  church  puts  up  its  color  bar 
at  the  Cross  of  Christ."  This  makes 
his  demands  for  "voluntary  segrega- 
tion," his  condemnation  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  his  plea  for  self-de- 
termination by  local  congregations,  less 
rabid  but  more  inconsistent.  The  re- 
maining viewpoints — from  an  Ala- 
bama "moderate,"  from  racially  tense 
Chicago,  from  national  and  world  mis- 
sions—compose a  frank  and  powerful 
plea  for  the  practice  of  brotherhood 
in  the  churches.  The  inclusion  of  per- 
tinent documents  from  Methodist  con- 
ferences and  other  religious  bodies, 
stimulating  "questions  for  further  dis- 
cussions," suggested  projects,  tech- 
niques and  resources,  and  a  useful 
bibliography,  makes  this  an  invaluable 
primer  (either  pronunciation)  which 
every  Methodist  should  study. — C.  Lacy 

The  Dynamics  of  Christian  Educa- 
tion. Iris  V.  Cully.  Westminster. 
1958.     177  pp.     $3.75. 

This  is  a  serious  and  impressive 
effort  to  root  Christian  nurture  in  the 
kcryyma.  This  essential  proclamation 
of  the  church  is  shown  to  imply  a  con- 
text, content,  and  methodology  of 
teaching  distinct  from  those  of  cultural 
education.  The  context  is  of  course 
the  church,  understood  in  the  light  of 


ecumenical  reflection  on  its  nature  and 
task.     The  church  is  "the  bearer  of  a 
redemptive    activity"     (the    kcrygma) 
experienced    by    its     members,    which 
yields   teaching   in   the   forms   of   con-  , 
fessions,    sacraments,    doctrine,    ethic, 
and  such  teaching  through  the  fellow- 
ship   itself     as    explanation,    nurture, 
and  girding  for  witness  to  the  world. 
The    human    situation,    as    illuminated  i 
by    the    arts,    existential     philosophy,  ,| 
depth  psychology,  and  theology,  is  one 
of    anxiety,    guilt,    alienation,    need    '  A 
"love,  security,  and  acceptance"    (  8J  ) . 
The    more    valuable    and    contributive  l 
part  of  the  book  interprets  God's  sav- ' 
ing    communication     to    man    in    and  I 
through   the   redemptive   fellowship   of! 
the  church,  and  examines  the  method- 
ology   called    for    by    this    distinctive 
communication.      This    "life-centered" 
approach,    majoring    in    "participation,, 
recognition,  communication,"  is  far  dif-  j 
ferent    from    the    shallower    "life-cen- : 
tered"   methodology   of   earlier   experi- 
mentalism. 

We  can  be  grateful  to  the  author  for  j 
competent  leadership  toward  a  more' 
significantly  Christian  nurture.  Some  ] 
readers  may  wish  the  progress  of  the  j 
book  less  impeded  by  theological  ex-j 
planations  and  notes  harvesting  a  full  I 
theological  education.  Others  may  wel- 1 
come  these  same  enrichments.  Both] 
groups  should  find  real  help  in  re- 
thinking the  teaching  ministry  of  the 
church — M.   S.    Richey 

Our  Marching  Orders  in  Evain/elisin. 
J.  Clyde  Yates.  The  American 
Press.     1958.     152  pp.     $2.75. 

This  is  a  study  of  evangelism  by  onC; 
who  has  worked  tirelessly  as  a  local 
minister  at  the  task. 

The  author  shows  evidence  of  con-i 
siderable  knowledge  of  the  literature 
in  the  field.  However,  he  writes  liis' 
study  against  the  Bible  background, 
using  biblical  incidents  as  illustrative, 
and  proof  material. 

The  study  is  a  personal  witness  in  a 
devotional  vein.  It  is  easily  read  and 
will  prove  stimulating  to  the  minister' 
who  has  the  admirable  practice  of  read' 
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ing  hooks  regularly  in  this  important 
field. 

This  is  not  a  collection  of  evangelis- 
tic gadgets  and  tricks  but  a  testimony 
to  the  seriousness  with  which  a  min- 
ister should  consider  soul-winning. 

The  author's  great  zeal  and  driving 
compassion  have  helped  him  to  be 
quite  effective  as  a  soul-winner.  This 
should  be  inspiring  and  challenging  to 
the  reader.  However,  his  study  has 
the  appearance  of  oversimplification 
which  can  lead  the  less  discerning  to 
think  of  evangelism  as  an  easy  and 
simple   task. — A.   J.   Walton 

iVc  Have  This  Ministry.  Robert  N. 
Rodenmayer.  Harper.  1959.  126 
pp.    $2.50. 

It  has  been  approved  by  the  faculty 
that  an  orientation  course  be  given  in 
the  first  semester  of  the  junior  year : 
"The  Church  and  the  Minister's  Vo- 
cation." I  wish  to  nominate  this  vol- 
ume as  required  reading.  The  titles 
of  the  chapters  reveal  the  content : 
Pastor,  Administrator,  Preacher, 
Teacher,  Priest.  Has  the  author  any 
right  to  write  on  these  topics?  He 
has  ministered  in  parishes  on  the  East 
Side  of  New  York  City,  in  a  Massa- 
chusetts fishing  town,  and  in  a  college 
community.  He  has,  from  that  varied 
experience,  been  teaching  pastoral  the- 
ology in  an  Episcopal  seminary.  The 
valid  common-sense  content,  uncom- 
monly sensible,  is  illuminated  with  case 
studies ;  the  style  is  lively  and  humor- 
ous. It's  just  a  primer,  in  one  hundred 
twenty-six  pages.  But  isn't  that  what 
is  wanted  in  an  introductory  orienta- 
tion course? — J.  T.  Cleland 

Ecumenical  Studies  in  Worship.  John 
Knox  Press.  1958.  $1.50  each, 
$5.00  a  set. 

No.  1.  Essays  on  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per. Oscar  Cullmann  and  F.  J.  Leen- 
hardt.     87  pp. 

No.  2.  Worship  in  the  Church  of 
South  India.    T.  S.  Garrett.    62  pp. 

No.  3.  An  Experimental  Liturgy. 
I.  G.  Davies.  G.  F.  Cope,  D.  A.  Tytler. 
72  pp. 


No.  4.  Jacob's  Ladder:  The  Mean- 
ing of  li'orship.  William  Nicholls. 
72  pp. 

"Carefully  planned  to  survey  the 
whole  field  of  worship,  these  studies.  .  . 
by  leading  scholars  from  around  the 
world  .  .  .  will  form  when  completed  a 
comprehensive  collection  on  ways  of 
worship,  traditional  liturgies,  and  ex- 
perimental liturgical  movements."  De- 
spite the  variety  of  contributors,  these 
first  volumes  represent  a  strong  litur- 
gical emphasis,  yet  so  undergirded  and 
interpreted  by  solid  theological  scholar- 
ship as  to  make  a  "low  churchman" 
"almost  persuaded." 

In  No.  1  Cullmann  propounds  the 
thesis  that  the  original  significance  of 
Holy  Communion  was  not  to  re-enact 
the  Passion  of  our  Lord,  but  to  repeat 
with  joy  and  expectation  the  post- 
Resurrection  meals  of  bread  and  fish 
at  which  Christ  appeared  among  his 
disciples.  No.  2  sketches  the  various 
elements  being  blended  so  successfully 
in  the  international,  intercultural,  in- 
terdenominational church  union  in 
South  India  (which  may  before  long 
be  followed  by  a  Church  of  North 
India,  including  the  American  Method- 
ist tradition).  No.  3  offers  a  sample 
liturgy  composed,  too  obviously,  by 
Anglicans  alone,  but  opportunities  for 
ecumenical  liturgy  remain  open  as 
long  as  they  acknowledge  "the  present 
liturgical  chaos  in  the  Church  of 
England."  No.  4  defines  worship  under 
the  theological  headings  of  the  Word, 
the  Sacrament,  and  the  Holy  Spirit. 

While  a  professor  of  missions  and 
ethics  may  not  concede  that  "worship 
is  the  supreme  and  only  indispensable 
activity  of  the  Christian  Church,"  he 
can  appreciate  the  call  for  unity  in 
faith  and  in  one  Church  as  "the  first 
requisite  of  unity  in  worship."  And 
he  can  voice  sincere  gratitude  for  the 
initiation  of  this  series,  with  the  hope 
that  subsequent  studies  may  (a)  be 
somewhat  less  technical,  for  the  lay- 
man and  the  "low  liturgist,"  and  (b) 
speak  for  the  constituencies  of  such 
other  Advisory  Board  members  as 
Grady     Davis     (Chicago     Lutheran), 
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Roger  Hazelton  (Pomona)  and  Robert 
Nelson   (Vanderbilt). — C.  Lacy. 

Letters  to  My  God.  Dagobert  D. 
Runes.  Philosophical  Library.  1958. 
45  pp.     $2.00. 

These  "letters"  are  gem-like  medita- 
tions by  the  editor  of  the  Philosophical 
Library.  It  is  difficult — and  perhaps 
presumptuous  and  wrong-headed^to 
place  their  author  theologically,  but 
one  may  find  in  these  limpid  prose- 
poems  of  devotion  some  reflections  of 
the  devout  intellectualism  of  Spinoza, 
the  impatient  prophetism  of  the  Old 
Testament,  the  meditative  spirit  of 
Jewish  mysticism  seeing  God  through 
his  great  Hebrew  names,  and  the  poig- 
nant concern  of  a  sensitive,  burdened 
liberal  Judaism  of  today.  .^nd  the 
bookmakiiig  befits  the  contents. 

— M.   S.   Richey 

Speech  in  the  Pulpit.  P.  E.  Sangster. 
Philosophical  Library.    1958.    84  pp. 

$2.75. 

Any  book  aimed  at  improving  the 
patterns  of  ministerial  speech  faces  at 
least  two  formidable  hurdles.  The 
first,  ministerial  complacency  and  re- 
liance upon  good  intentions,  the  author 
attacks  head-on  by  urgent,  pointed, 
practical  chapters,  written  in  an  amaz- 
ingly brief  yet  clear  style. 


The  second  hurdle  is  this :  to  use  the 
printed  page,  a  visual  and  impersonal 
medium,  to  analyze  and  remedy  prob- 
lems of  personal  attitudes,  muscle- 
habits  and  untrained  ears.  The  author 
tries  valiantly  by  explaining,  by  analyz- 
ing and  describing  voice,  by  analyzing 
excerpts  from  the  Bible  and  from  ser- 
mons, by  marked  sentences,  et  cetera. 
He  mentions  tape  recorder  and  a  col- 
league, but  these  tutorial  resources 
are  not  exploited.  Therefore  I  sur- 
mise that  readers  with  technical  back- 
ground will  be  f;timulated  to  new 
faithfulness,  but  that  the  treatment  is 
too   brief  for  ministerial   ignoramuses. 

A  third  factor  is  both  bane  and  bene- 
fit. Afr.  Sangster  (son  of  Methodist 
preacher  W.  G.  Sangster)  is  British; 
therefore  in  viewpoint,  illustrations  and 
"flavor"  he  fails  to  achieve  for  us 
Americans  the  "tailored  to  me"  realism 
such  books  need.  But  he  does  provide 
delightful  glimpses  of  quaint  British 
church  customs,  and  the  5-page  chap- 
ter on  speaking  to  children  should  be 
required  reading  for  all  ministerial 
fuddy-duddys  who  attempt  to  "preach" 
to  children ! 

The  price  seems  high  for  a  book  so 
slight,  and  Reaching  People  from  the 
Pulpit  by  Stevenson  and  Diehl  (re- 
cently reviewed  by  me  in  this  journal) 
would  seem  a  better  investment. 

J.  J.  Rudin,   11 
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A  Prayer 


Come,  O  Lord,  in  much  mercy  down  into  my  soul,  and 
take  possession  and  dwell  there.  A  homely  mansion,  I 
confess,  for  so  glorious  a  Majesty.  l:)ut  such  as  Thou  art 
fitting  up  for  the  reception  of  Thee,  by  holy  and  fervent 
desires  of  Thine  own  inspiring.  Enter  then,  and  adorn, 
and  make  it  such  as  Thou  canst  inhabit,  since  it  is  the  work 
of  Thy  hands.  Give  me  Thine  own  self,  without  which, 
though  Thou  shouldst  give  me  all  that  ever  Thou  hast 
made,  yet  could  not  my  desires  be  satisfied.  Let  my  soul 
ever  seek  Thee,  and  let  me  persist  in  seeking,  till  I  have 
found,  and  am  in  full  possession  of  Thee.    Amen. 

St.  Augustine  (354-430) 


Published  in  February,  May,  November,  and  January 

Entered  as  Second-Class  Matter  February  19,  1936,  at  the  Post  Office  at 
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Editorial 

Readers  of  the  Divinity  School  BuUctin  this  year  will  likely  detect 
a  real  impoverishment  in  the  absence  of  the  editorial  quips  and  per- 
sonal touches  of  Dr.  James  T.  Cleland,  who,  since  1952,  has  served 
as  editor  of  this  publication.  Natural  gifts  and  graces  foreordained 
his  appointment.  Always  a  sworn  enemy  of  facile  glibness  and  shod- 
dy expression,  he  can  artfully  "clothe  the  fiery  thought  in  simple 
words."  In  writing  or  in  speaking  he  is  a  Roget  with  a  nerve-tip 
sensibility  for  the  right  word.  His  exploring  mind  readily  commutes 
between  the  simple  and  the  sophisticated.  Moreover,  his  personal 
raciness  and  sly  banter  could  always  triumph  over  faculty  delinquen- 
cies and  his  professed  disdain  for  editorial  drudger\-.  We  warmly 
and  gratefully  applaud  Dr.  Cleiand's  dedicated  and  valuable  services. 

His  able  successor,  Dr.  Creighton  Lacy,  is  now  enjoying  an  im- 
numity  from  Divinity  School  responsibilities  in  his  sabbatical  absence 
in  New  Delhi,  India.  In  the  interim  the  Committee  will  attempt  to 
bring  to  alumni  and  friends  of  the  Divinitv  School  a  jiulilication  that 
will  be  a  worthy  expression  of  our  institutional  life. 


A  Puritan  Ideal  for  a  Seminary 
Student 

Stuart  C.  Henry 

Who  can  look  into  the  heart  of  another?  Not  1.  It  is  not  my 
intention,  nor  is  it  within  my  province,  to  inquire  into  the  circum- 
stances and  decision  which  have  brought  you  to  this  place  and  to  this 
hour.  I  am  mindful,  however,  that  no  one  comes  to  Seminary  by 
default.  Partly  because  you  elected  to  come  here,  but  for  other 
reasons  as  well,  there  is  a  basic  kinship  between  you  and  the  Puritan 
who  settled  this  land,  between  you  and  the  Puritan  upon  whom  all  of 
us  here  are  pensioners,  though  we  are  not  always  sensible  of  it. 

Do  not  misunderstand  me.  Your  likeness  to  the  Puritan  lies  at  a 
level  deeper  than  the  external.  It  would  be  prideful  to  compare  your 
outward  situation  to  that  of  men  who,  after  a  harrowing  voyage 
across  trackless  seas,  addressed  themselves  to  a  hostile  wilderness. 
You  may  be  harassed  by  frustrating  delay  or  nagged  by  a  fear  of 
inadequacy  for  the  task  before  you,  but  you  are  in  no  physical  danger. 
Nor  will  your  similarity  to  the  Puritan  be  found  now  or  ever,  please 
God,  in  the  eccentricity  of  that  unhappy  figure  of  vaudeville  and 
cartoon.  One  understands  the  essence  of  the  Puritan  when  he  re- 
members that  the  Puritan  had  met  God  face  to  face  and.  as  a  result, 
could  never  be  the  same  again.  He  had  known  the  undeniable  and 
unforgettable  experience  of  the  Eternal,  and  the  memory  of  his 
encounter  demanded  that  he  employ  every  means  at  his  conunand  to 
understand  that  meeting  more  fully  ;  it  obligated  him  to  preserve,  and 
to  express,  in  every  thought,  in  every  word,  in  every  deed,  the  light 
that  had  fallen  ui>on  him.  Your  conviction  of  having  met  God  and 
your  effort,  attested  by  your  presence  here,  to  translate  that  experi- 
ence into  life  from  this  day  forward  ]ilace  you  in  common  category 
with  the  Puritan. 

I  deliberately  choose  to  compare  your  situation  with  the  Puritan's 
because  the  Puritan's  own  idiomatic  description  of  his  manner  of  life 
presents  a  challenging  picture  to  anyone  but  offers  a  goal  that  is 
especially  apt  for  him  who  is,  as  you  are,  willingly  submitting  him- 
self to  the  discipline  of  directed  study  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
fulfilling  more  nearly  the  ol)]igation  of  Christian  conimitiuent.  That 
idiom  is  this  :  ordering  all  under  God. 
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What  ordering  all  under  God  implies  is,  simply,  that  everything 
is  to  be  understood  and  oriented  with  reference  to  Ciod.  Not  only 
is  it  possible  to  understand  all  life  from  the  divine  standpoint;  the 
attempt  to  do  so  from  au}^  other  perspective  is  both  fruitless  and  sin- 
ful. No  aspect  of  life  was  exempt  from  judgment  by  the  Puritan's 
divine  imperative.  Games  were  good  in  so  far  as,  and  only  if,  they 
refreshed  the  weary  traveler  who  searched  for  a  city.  Food  and 
drink,  which  the  Puritans  characteristically  called  creatures  of  God, 
were  acceptable  because  they  contributed  to  the  well-being  of  the 
saints.  The  eye  of  reason  and  the  desire  of  the  heart  were  ever  to 
be  turned  upward.  No  trust  could  be  put  in  earthly  treasures.  Such 
mundane  business  as  was  necessary  was  conducted  in  good  will 
and  by  fair  dealing,  with  due  regard  for  the  rights  of  neighbor.  All 
human  energies  were  galvanized  and  pointed  toward  the  heavenly 
purpose  that  at  once  sustained  and  challenged  the  Puritan.  Although 
tliis  point  of  view  often  led  to  an  unwholesome  introspection,  it  did 
much  more.  It  made  certain  that  the  Puritans,  who  filled  countless 
journals  with  intimate  details  of  their  spiritual  state,  and  who  were 
forever  examining  the  roots  of  their  souls  in  the  hope  of  discovering 
growth,  were  never  unaware  of  their  responsibility  to  God  in  every 
segment  of  life,  never  forgetful  of  the  opportunity  which  common 
circumstance  afforded  them  to  glorify  God.  The  craftsman  was 
morally  bound  to  make  the  shaft  strong  and  true.  Out  of  a  genuine 
doctrine  of  vocation  the  Puritan  voiced  his  belief  that  any  man's 
occupation  could  be  the  occasion  of  discharging  his  obligation  to 
heaven,  and,  further,  he  insisted  that  for  the  Christian  it  must  be. 

If  we  translate  this  Puritan  idiom  of  ordering  all  under  God  into 
the  language  of  our  present  situation,  its  meaning  is  simple  and 
clear.  The  student  within  these  walls  lives  with  the  high  privilege 
and  the  inescapable  duty  of  devoting  his  abilities  to  respectable  and 
careful  academic  endeavor.  To  do  so  is  to  praise  God.  There  is  a 
further  implication :  to  do  otherwise  is  to  be  guilty  of  gross  immoral- 
ity. Sloth  is  a  deadly  sin  as  well  as  wrath.  One  may  actually  lust 
for  an  undeserved  degree  for  which  he  is  unwilling  to  work;  or,  as 
he  sits  idle  before  his  books,  he  may  envy  the  lot  of  another.  If  all 
the  crosses  are  not  on  hills,  neither  are  all  temptations  accompanied 
by  visions  of  kingdoms.  Your  prime  responsibility  now,  and  for 
some  days  to  come,  is  that  of  a  student. 

This  attitude  is  not  shared  by  all  who  come  to  Seminary.  Some 
consider  study  unnecessary.  Impatient  with  the  routine  of  instruc- 
tion and  the  discipline  of  assignments,  they  nurse  secret  grudges  be- 
cause they,  who  have  been  called  to  prophesy,  must  dissipate  their 
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energies  in  memorizing  Hebrew  paradigms  and  the  chronology  of  the 
popes.  Their  ministry  mnst  wait,  as  they  say,  until  they  have  cleared 
tiie  arbitrary  hurdles  set  before  them.  The  effort  of  such  as  these 
is  at  best  indifferent  and  at  worst  embittering.  I  would  never  deny 
to  them  that  a  part  of  Paul's  greatness  as  a  missionary  lay  in  his 
ability  to  express  uncommon  truths  in  ordinary  language;  but  I 
say  to  them  that  he  was  a  more  successful  missionary  for  his  knowl- 
edge of  classical  poetry  and  philosophy.  Because  he  was  familiar  with 
the  Greek  myths  popular  in  the  vicinity  of  Lystra,  he  could  forgive 
and  instruct  the  men  there  who  took  him  for  a  god.  This  is  ever 
the  way  with  knowledge — it  increases  our  capacity  to  give  and  to 
bless.  Knowledge  humbles  us,  for  by  it  we  recognize  the  vastness  of 
our  own  ignorance  in  the  face  of  that  which  may  be,  must  be  known. 
Knowledge  empowers  us,  for  with  it  we  communicate  more  effec- 
tively. 

Knowledge  is  necessary,  even  for  us,  and  it  does  not  follow  that 
we  shall  become  intellectual  snobs  in  the  pursuit  of  it.  When  all 
things  are  ordered  under  God,  then  learning  finds  the  right  relation 
to  our  central  purpose,  and  it  stands,  not  as  a  stranger,  or  renegade, 
or  enemy,  but  as  ally  and  friend.  Bonaventura  speaks  of  that  blissful 
state  in  which  man  beholds  the  vision  of  God  exceeding  the  insights 
of  the  intellect  and  even  breaking  through  the  limits  of  the  mind. 
"Tf  you  should  ask  how  these  things  come  about,"  he  writes,  "ques- 
tion grace,  not  instruction.  .  .  ."^  Yet  there  is  a  deep  wisdom  in  the 
very  title  of  the  work  which  contains  his  observation ;  it  is  The  Mind's 
Road  to  God.  Elsewhere  he  says,  ".  .  .  it  is  clear  how  the  'manifold 
wisdom  of  God'  .  .  .  lies  hidden  in  all  knowledge.  .  .  .  Moreover, 
it  is  clear  how  every  knowledge  serves  theology.  And  accordingly  it 
borrows  examples  and  employs  terms  belonging  to  every  genus  of 
knowledge.  Moreover  it  is  clear  how  wide  the  road  of  illumination  is, 
and  how  in  each  thing,  which  is  sensed  or  known,  God  himself  lies 
hidden  therein.  And  this  is  the  fruit  of  all  the  sciences,  that  in  all 
things  faith  may  be  built  up,  "(jod  may  be  glorified,'  actions  may  be 
set  in  order,  and  consolation  drawn. "- 

Do  you  not  see?  It  is  imperative  for  you  to  study,  but  the  aca- 
demic endeavor  does  not  separate  you  from  God  nor  defer  your 
service  to  him.  Ordered  under, God,  your  study  becomes  the  way  by 
which  you  draw  nearer  to  him,  the  means  by  which  you  fulfill  your 
commitment. 

^  Saint  Bonaventura,  Tlic  Mind's  Road  to  God,  translated,  with  an  introduc- 
tion by  George  Boas,  The  Liberal  Arts  Press :  New  York,  1953,  p.  45. 

"  Saint  Bonaventura,  On  the  Reduction  of  the  Arts  to  Theology,  The  St 
John's  Press:  Annapolis,  1938,  p.  11. 
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There  are  those,  too.  who.  conceding  that  the  academic  discipHne 
is  necessary,  nevertheless  find  no  pleasure  in  it.  And  this  is  sad. 
There  is  no  royal  road  to  learning.  That  way  which  does  serve  us 
is  long  and  difficult,  but  the  rewards  are  bounteous.  In  the  words 
of  Milton,  "the  right  path  ...  [is]  laborious  indeed  at  first  ascent, 
but  else  so  smooth,  so  green,  so  full  of  goodly  prospect,  and  melodious 
sounds  on  every  side,  that  the  Harp  of  Orpheus  was  not  more  charm- 
ing." Learning  for  Milton  is  better  than  the  "asinine  feast  of  sow- 
thistles  and  brambles"  which  men  too  commonly  feed  upon;  by  edu- 
cation a  man  is  fitted  to  perform  his  duty  "justly,  skilfully  and  mag- 
nanimously. .  .  ."^  Through  knowledge  and  the  pursuit  of  it  there 
is  established  a  fellowship  that  transcends  the  limits  of  time  and 
space  and  breaks  through  the  barriers  of  language,  color,  and  creed. 
By  it  we  share  the  experience  of  the  earliest  man  traced  on  the  walls 
of  his  cave.  Through  knowledge  we  read  the  records  of  other  days 
and  understand  the  achievements  of  other  men  though  they  be  baked 
in  tablets  of  clay  or  laboriously  copied  on  sheets  of  parchment.  And 
in  our  own  generation  we  reach  across  the  seas  and  clasp  the  hands 
of  our  brothers  through  the  enabling  power  of  learning.  Human 
experience  is  validated  for  us  in  its  rich  variety,  even  as  the  content 
of  the  test  tube  is  confirmed  by  varied  experiments  of  many  lab- 
oratories. It  is  the  golden  thread  of  knowledge  that  binds  generation 
to  generation. 

There  is  no  excellence  without  great  labor.  But  one  can  be  seri- 
ous about  the  business  of  study  without  being  grim.  It  is  even  pos- 
sible to  be  joyfully  earnest.  We  who  have  been  poignantly  moved  at 
the  thought  of  "picking  up  a  straw  for  the  love  of  God,"  we  who  have 
grown  sentimental  over  the  story  of  the  jongleur  de  Notre  Dame  do 
well  to  consider  the  opportunity  to  worship  God  through  lessons 
carefully  read  and  papers  well  written.  It  is  a  fair  and  pleasant 
thing  to  study,  and  when  all  is  ordered  under  God  the  labor  is  as 
joyful  as  that  of  Jacob. 

When  you  have  seen  how  the  academic  endeavor  can  be  ordered 
under  God  in  happy  necessit}-,  and  when  you  have  done  exactly  this 
in  your  own  life,  there  will  be  a  vitality  and  a  meaning  in  your  resi- 
dence here — yes,  and  a  strength— that  can  be  known  in  no  other  way. 
Your  very  study  will,  in  its  way,  become  a  work  of  art,  for  it  will 
focus  (as  Aristotle  said  art  should)  on  the  representation  not  of  the 
outward  appearance  of  things,  but  of  their  inward  significance.  Your 
understanding  will  afiford  you  what  that  philosopher  considered  the 

^  John  Milton,  "Of  Education,"  The  Works  of  John  Milton,  Columbia  Uni- 
versity Press,  1931,  IV,  p.  280. 
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keenest  of  pleasure.  At  this  point  you  will  surely  discover  what 
Santayana  means  in  saying  that  work  can  become  play,  and  play  "our 
most  useful  occupation."^  Is  this  not  illustrated  in  the  memoir  of 
Tischendorf,  telling  of  that  eventful  evening  on  which  he  came  finally 
upon  the  precious  manuscript  for  which  he  had  searched  for  fifteen 
years :  "1  cannot  now,  I  confess,  recall  all  the  emotions  which  I  felt 
in  that  exciting  moment  with  such  a  diamond  in  my  possession. 
Though  my  lamp  was  dim,  and  the  night  cold,  I  sat  down  at  once 
to  transcribe  the  Epistle  of  Barnabas."^  And  this  he  wrote  of  what 
for  others,  for  us,  perhaps,  would  have  been  an  arduous  chore !  An 
experience  such  as  this  can  happen  to  you  only  if  you  desire  with 
all  your  heart  the  learning  and  the  wisdom  that  is  here  set  before 
you.  And  surely  you  will  desire  it,  if  you  know  it  to  be  necessary 
and  pleasant,  and,  ordered  under  God,  a  means  of  serving  him  well. 
I  beseech  you,  brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  you  present 
these  days  as  a  living  sacrifice,  dedicated  to  God  in  the  diligence  of 
study,  a  service  to  man  as  you  prepare  to  serve  him  well  who  is 
made  in  God's  image,  a  refining  discipline  for  yourselves  who  are 
committed  to  the  gospel.  No  student  can  do  more,  and  no  Christian 
student  dare  do  less. 


The  Corporate  Life 

XIII.    THE  NEW  FACULTY  MEMBERS 

The  overwhelming  consensus  within  the  Divinity  School  is  that 
Dean  Cushman  and  his  Committee  on  Appointments,  after  no  little 
travail  in  the  search,  have  wrought  wondrously  in  the  selection  of 
new  members  of  the  faculty.  In  the  belief  that  our  alumni  will  wish 
to  share  our  justifiable  pride  in  the  new  personnel,  we  are  providing 
brief  academic  profiles  of  the  men  who  have  joined  our  ranks. 

Dr.  Richard  A.  Goodling,  Associate  Professor  of  Pastoral  Care, 
becomes  a  member  of  our  faculty  after  a  six-year  tenure  at  Emory 
University,  where  he  was  Associate  Professor  of  Psychology  and 
Counselor  in  the  Testing  and  Guidance  Service.  His  academic  de- 
grees  include   the   B.A.   from   Franklin   and   Marshall   College,   the 

*  George  Santayana,  "The  Nature  of  Beauty,"  The  Nezv  Criticism:  An 
Anthologv  of  Modern  Aesthetics  and  Literary  Criticism,  edited  by  Edwin  Berry 
Burgum,  Prentice-Hall,  Inc. :  New  York,  1830,  p.  86. 

^  C.  Tischendorf,  Codex  Sinciiticus,  The  Lutterworth  Press :  London,  1934, 
p.  28. 
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B.D.  from  I.ancaster  Thcoloyical  Seminary,  and  the  I'li.D.  from 
Pennsylvania  State  University.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Goodling  have  four 
children. 

Dr.  Egil  Grislis,  Assistant  Professor  of  Historical  Theolog}',  is  a 
native  of  Latvia.  He  studied  in  Bavaria  and  at  the  University  of 
Heidelberg  before  receiving  a  scholarship  to  Gettysburg  College  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  earned  the  B.A.  degree.  He  received  the 
B.D.  degree  from  the  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary  in  Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  Ph.D.  degree  from  Yale  University.  He  has 
also  studied  at  Columbia  University  toward  the  M.A.  degree  in 
philosophy. 

Dr.  Stuart  C.  Henry,  formerly  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the 
Department  of  Religion  at  Southern  Methodist  University  and  Exec- 
utive Secretary  of  that  University's  planning  committee  on  graduate 
study  in  religion,  becomes  Associate  Professor  of  American  Christi- 
anity in  the  Divinity  School.  A  native  North  Carolinian,  Dr.  Henry 
holds  the  A.B.  degree  from  Davidson  College,  the  B.D.  degree  from 
the  Louisville  Presbyterian  Seminary,  and  the  Ph.D.  degree  from 
Duke.  He  is  author  of  the  book  George  Whitefield:  Wayfaring  Wit- 
ness. 

Dr.  Hans  J.  Hillerbrand,  Assistant  Professor  of  Modern  Eu- 
ropean Christianity,  is  a  native  of  Germany,  where  he  received  the 
Ph.D.  degree  from  the  University  of  Erlangen.  He  formerly  taught 
in  the  Department  of  History  at  Goshen  College,  Goshen,  Indiana. 
He  is  currently  preparing  for  publication  a  comprehensive  bibli- 
ography of  the  Left  Wing  of  the  Reformation,  1520-1630,  a  program 
of  research  made  possible  by  a  grant  from  the  Foundation  of  Refor- 
mation Research,  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hillerbrand 
have  one  son. 

After  serving  as  minister  of  First  Methodist  Church  in  Elizabeth 
City,  North  Carolina,  for  five  years,  the  Reverend  O.  Kelly  Ingram 
has  joined  the  faculty  as  Associate  Professor  of  Applied  Theology 
and  Associate  Dean  of  Students.  Mr.  Ingram  is  a  native  of  Alabama. 
He  holds  the  B.A.  degree  from  Birmingham  Southern  College  and 
the  B.D.  degree  from  the  Divinity  School  of  Duke  University.  He 
and  Mrs.  Ingram  have  two  children. 

Dr.  Thomas  A.  Langford,  Assistant  Professor  in  the  Undergrad- 
uate Department  of  Religion  at  Duke,  is  serving  at  Lecturer  in 
Theology  in  the  Divinity  School.  He  received  the  B.A.  degree  from 
Davidson  College  and  the  B.D.  and  Ph.D.  degrees  from  Duke  Uni- 
versity. In  addition  to  his  teaching  duties,  he  is  preparing  a  book 
of  readings  in  the  philosophy  of  religion  and  is  also  doing  research 
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in  the  area  of  American  Methodist  theology.     Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lang- 
ford  have  three  sons. 

Assuming  the  teaching  duties  of  Dr.  Creighton  Lacy,  who  is  on 
sabbatical  leave  for  the  academic  year  1959-60,  is  Dr.  Guy  E.  Ran- 
son,  Visiting  Associate  Professor  of  Christian  and  Social  Ethics. 
His  academic  degrees  include  the  B.A.  from  Hardin-Simmons  Uni- 
versity, the  M.A.  from  the  University  of  Kentucky,  the  Th.M.  from 
Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  and  the  Ph.D.  from  Yale 
University.  He  studied  also  at  Cambridge  University.  Dr.  Ranson 
is  a  native  Texan.  He  has  served  previously  as  a  member  of  the 
faculty  at  Mercer  University,  William  Jewell  College,  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  He  spent  this  past  summer 
at  Yale  University,  where  he  completed  three  major  articles  on  the 
ethics  of  F.  D.  Maurice  and  did  research  on  a  projected  book  on  the 
Christian  doctrine  of  vocation.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ranson  have  three 
children. 

The  new  Assistant  to  the  Dean  is  the  Reverend  Harmon  L. 
Smith.  He  received  the  B.A.  degree  from  Millsaps  College  and  the 
B.D.  from  the  Divinity  School  at  Duke.  He  is  presently  pursuing 
graduate  study  in  religion,  with  special  concentration  in  the  field  of 
Christian  ethics. 

Dr.  Orval  Wintermute,  Instructor  in  the  Undergraduate  Depart- 
ment of  Religion  at  Duke,  is  also  serving  the  Divinity  School  as  Lec- 
turer in  Old  Testament.  His  undergraduate  studies  were  completed 
at  Maryville  College  in  Tennessee,  and  he  holds  the  B.D.  degree 
from  McCormick  Theological  Seminary  and  the  Ph.D.  degree  from 
Johns  Hopkins  University. 

We  happily  anticipate  the  coming  of  two  additional  members 
of  the  faculty  in  January.  Dr.  Frederick  L.  Herzog,  currently  Pro- 
fessor of  Systematic  Theology  at  the  Mission  House  Theological 
Seminary,  Plymouth,  Wisconsin,  will  assume  his  duties  as  Associate 
Professor  of  Systematic  Theology.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Basel  and  earned  the  Th.JNL  and  Th.D.  degrees  from  Prince- 
ton Theological  Seminary.  Dr.  William  Hardman  Poteat,  formerly 
a  menil)er  of  the  faculty  in  philosophy  at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  and  presently  Professor  of  Philosophical  Theology  at  the 
Episcopal  .Seminary  of  the  Southwest  in  Austin,  Texas,  becomes 
Associate  Professor  of  Christianity  and  Culture.  Dr.  Poteat  com- 
pleted his  undergraduate  studies  at  Oberlin  College  and  holds  the 
B.D.  degree  from  the  Yale  Divinity  School  and  the  Ph.D.  degree 
from  Duke. 


The  Dean's  Desk 

On  behalf  of  the  faculty  of  the  Divinity  School,  I  take  particular 
pleasure  in  here  recording  the  names  of  new  members  of  the  faculty 
and  staff  of  the  Divinity  School  who  have  taken,  or  will  take  up, 
their  duties  during-  the  current  academic  year.  They  are  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Reverend  Richard  A.  Goodling,  B.D.,  Ph.D. 

Associate  Professor  of  Pastoral  Theology 

The  Reverend  Stuart  C.  Henry,  15. D.,  Ph.D. 

Associate  Professor  of  American  Christianity 

The  Reverend  Frederick  L.  Herzog,  B.D.,  Ph.D. 

Associate  Professor  of  Systematic  Theology 

The  Reverend  Osmond  Kelly  Ingram,  B.D, 

Associate  Professor  of  Applied  Theology  and 

Associate  Dean  of  Students 

Mr.  William  llardman  Poteat,  B.D.,  Ph.D. 

Associate  Professor  of  Christianity  and  Culture 

The  Reverend  Guy  H.  Ranson,  B.D.,  Ph.D. 

Visiting  Associate  Professor  of  Christian  and  Social  Ethics 

The  Reverend  Egil  Grislis,  B.D.,  Ph.D. 

Assistant  Professor  in  Modern  European  Christianity 

Mr.  Hans  J.  Hiller])rand,  Ph.D. 

Assistant  Professor  in  Modern  European  Christianity 

The  Reverend  Thomas  A.  Langford,  B.D.,  Ph.D. 

Lecturer  in  Theology 

The  Reverend  Orval  Wintermute,  B.D.,  Ph.D. 

Lecturer  in  Old  Testament 

The  Reverend  Harmon  L.  Smith,  B.D. 

Assistant  to  the  Dean 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  am  able  to  announce  that  The 
Reverend  Donn  Michael  Farris,  who  has  been  Librarian  of  the  Di- 
vinity School  since  1950,  lias  received  the  additional  status  and  rank 
of  Assistant  Professor  of  Theological  Bibliography. 

As  we  began  the  academic  year,  Professor  Stuart  C.  Henry 
brought  us  a  notal)le  address  which  is  printed  in  the  current  Bulletin 
and  will  be  of  interest,  I  am  sure,  to  our  alumni. 
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There  liave  been  siguiticant  changes  in  the  administrative  struc- 
ture of  the  Divinity  School  by  virtue  of  strategic  appointments  and 
reorganization  in  the  area  of  our  field  work  and  student  life  program. 
Under  the  leadership  of  Professor  Arthur  Kale,  Director  of  Field 
Work,  we  are  beginning  to  envision  and  plan  for  a  more  articulate 
program  of  field  work  supervision  and  guidance.  The  Reverend  M. 
Wilson  Nesbitt,  Assistant  Professor  of  the  Work  of  the  Rural 
Church,  is  also,  as  successor  to  Dr.  A.  John  Walton,  Associate  Direc- 
tor of  the  Work  of  the  Rural  Church  under  the  Duke  Endowment. 
In  cooperation  with  the  administrative  staff,  he  is  ably  reconstructing 
our  program  in  this  important  division  of  our  work.  In  July  of  this 
year  Professor  O.  Kelly  Ingram  assumed  his  responsibilities  as  Asso- 
ciate Dean  of  Students,  with  special  surveillance  of  student  testing  and 
student  life,  and  under  his  direction  we  have  significantly  reorganized 
the  system  of  our  advisor  program  for  students.  These  gentlemen, 
together  with  the  Dean,  constitute  a  new  Committee  on  Scholarships 
and  Financial  Aid,  which  is  attempting  to  give  added  structure  and 
intelligibility  to  our  total  program  in  this  area. 

The  work  of  the  school  year  got  under  way  auspiciously  with 
the  institution  of  an  integral  relationship  of  the  whole  faculty  to  the 
registration  process.  Our  new  schedule  of  class  hours  has  afforded 
an  opportunity  for  a  half-hour  break  in  the  middle  of  the  morning  to 
avail  students  of  a  necessary  respite.  Provision  is  also  made  in  the 
morning  program  for  our  daily  chapel,  which  means  so  much  to  our 
corporate  life. 

While  I  am  sure  that  these  structural  matters  do  not  elicit  the 
excitement  of  the  alumni,  they  nevertheless  mark  significant  develop- 
ments in  our  institutional  affairs,  and,  we  believe,  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. There  is  every  evidence  of  a  strong  beginning,  on  the  part 
of  both  the  students  and  new  and  old  members  of  the  faculty.  One 
index  of  our  vitality  may  be  the  report  of  the  Librarian  that  circula- 
tion of  library  books  is  up  a  very  considerable  percentage  over  previ- 
ous years.     We  hope  so. 

The  faculty  and  the  Curriculum  Committee  are  faced  this  year 
with  completion  of  the  new  curriculum,  the  junior  year  of  which  j 
was  instituted  this  fall.  Considerations  on  the  agenda  include  the 
possibility  of  instituting  the  S.T.M.  degree  or  a  Th.lM.  as  a  year  of 
academic  study  beyond  the  B.D.  degree.  We  have  also  before  us  con- 
sideration of  a  more  effectual  use  of  our  Summer  Session  program 
involving,  we  hope,  opportunities  for  some  further  in-service  training. 
Already  the  Preaching  Clinic,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Clcland, 
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has  proved  its  worth.      We  are  considering  the  feasibility  of  addi- 
tional clinics  "involving  the  field  of  Pastoral  Care." 

I  am  unhappy  to  announce  what  could  not  be  announced  earlier 
— the  loss  of  the  services  and  person  of  Professor  William  Hugh 
Brownlee  by  his  acceptance  of  a  position  as  Professor  of  Old  Testa- 
ment at  Claremont  Graduate  School,  Claremont,  California.  Dr. 
Brownlee,  whose  contribution  to  our  academic  and  instructional  pro- 
gram was  exceptional  for  its  excellence,  will  also  be  on  the  staff  of 
the  Southern  California  School  of  Theology  at  Claremont.  Dr. 
Brownlee  joined  the  faculty  of  Duke  Divinity  School  in  1950  and 
terminated  his  services  at  the  end  of  the  academic  year  1959.  We 
greatly  regret  his  departure.  His  personal  life  of  sterHng  Christian 
witness  has  left  its  abiding  influence  upon  students  and  faculty.  He 
leaves  us  with  our  profound  regret  and  our  sincere  good  wishes.  His 
successor  has  not  been  appointed. 

On  October  13  a  most  useful  conference  was  held  between  the 
Bishop  and  Cabinet  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  and  the  ad- 
ministrative staff  of  the  Divinity  School  and  facult\-  concerned  with 
student  life  and  field  work.  A  similar  conference  is  scheduled  with 
Bishop  Harmon  and  the  Cabinet  of  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference  November  2.  On  November  4  we  look  forward  to  our 
annual  alumni  luncheon  at  12:30  P.M.  when  Dr.  George  S.  Dufifie, 
alumni  president,  will  preside  and  others  will  bring  words  and  greet- 
ings. The  Divinity  School  faculty  and  its  Dean  are  eager  to  main- 
tain and  enhance  the  interest  of  alumni  in  the  affairs  of  the  Divinity 
School  as  it  makes  its  plans  to  face  the  present  and  future. 

Despite  our  disappointment  in  the  final  outcome  of  the  home- 
coming game  with  Army,  it  was  most  gratifying  to  greet  aproximately 
one  hundred  returning  alumni,  together  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren, on  October  17.  Dr.  Kale  is  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Alumni  Affairs,  and  both  he  and  I  would  w^elcome  from  the  alumni 
comments,  suggestions,  and  criticism  respecting  the  work  of  the 
school,  as  well  as  the  relationships  obtained  between  us  and  our  large 
and  valued  alumni  group.  It  is  plain  that  our  usefulness  is  in  con- 
siderable measure  dependent  upon  the  interest  and  assistance  of 
alumni  everywhere. 

Attention  will  be  called  elsewhere  to  the  forthcoming  North  Caro- 
lina Pastors'  School  and  Christian  Convocation  scheduled  for  No- 
vember 2-4.  We  are  pleased  to  note  that  Professor  John  Bright  will  be 
the  Gray  Lecturer  for  this  occasion,  and  that  Drs.  William  Kenneth 
Pope  and  William  Wallace  Fridy  will  be  Preacher  and  Lecturer,  re- 
spectively, on  this  occasion.     Dr.  Richard  A.  Goodling,  who  comes 
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to  us  as  Associate  Professor  of  Pastoral  Care,  will  also  lecture  in 
thfe  area  of  his  specialty  in  this  series. 

I  should  like  to  call  attention  to  the  1960  Duke  Divinity  School 
Seminars,  to  be  held  in  Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  on  January  18-19, 
and  in  Wilson,  North  Carolina,  on  January  21-22.  The  theme  for 
these  Seminars  is  "'The  Church  and  the  World."  They  will  be  under 
the  direction  of  Professor  Kenneth  W.  Clark,  and  the  leaders  will 
be  Dr.  William  H.  Kirkland  of  McCormick  Theological  Seminary, 
the  Reverend  Gaylord  B.  Noyce  of  the  United  Church  of  Raleigh, 
and  Dr.  Waldo  Beach  of  the  Duke  Divinity  School.  The  host 
pastors  will  be  the  Reverend  Harold  Robinson  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Salisbury  and  the  Reverend  R.  Grady  Dawson  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Wilson.  There  is  no  fee  for  registration. 
Registration  may  be  addressed  to  the  host  pastor  at  either  location, 
accompanied  by  payment  of  $4.00  for  meals  at  the  church.  Such 
reservation  should  be  received  three  days  in  advance  of  the  Seminar. 
If  overnight  accommodation  is  required  for  Monday  or  Thursday 
night,  specific  request  must  be  made  along  with  registration. 

We  are  buckling  down  now  to  the  tasks  of  the  academic  year, 
which  in  prospect  give  every  indication  of  great  promise.  Already 
there  is  clear  indication  that  the  newly  arrived  mjcmbers  of  the  faculty 
are  taking  an  important  and  integral  place  not  only  in  the  instruction 
but  in  the  total  life  and  efifort  of  the  school. 

Robert  E.  Cushman 
Dean 


The  Bulletin  Board 

The  summer  months  are  usually  a  time  of  travel,  research,  and 
writing.  This  past  summer  was  no  exception.  Three  of  our  faculty 
travelled  across  the  ocean.  Professor  Arthur  Kale,  on  sabbatical 
leave  during  the  spring  semester,  was  the  visiting  preacher  at  the 
American  Protestant  Church,  The  Hague,  Netherlands,  for  the 
month  of  June.  In  July  and  August  he  preached  in  nine  cities  of 
England  and  Scotland,  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  British  Council 
of  Churches.  Dr.  Hugh  Anderson,  for  whom  the  trip  was  a  return 
"home,"  spent  the  month  of  June  travelling  in  France.  West  Ger- 
many, and  Austria.  In  July  he  preached  in  (ilasgow  Cathedral  and 
attended  the  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Old  Testament  Studies  in 
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Glasgow.  Early  in  September  he  attended  the  international  meeting 
of  the  Societas  Novl  Testamenti  Studiormn  in  Norwich,  England, 
where  he  met  another  member  of  our  faculty.  Professor  Kenneth  W. 
Clark,  who  read  papers  both  at  this  meeting  and  also  at  the  quad- 
rennial meeting  of  the  International  Congress  on  Patristic  Studies 
at  Oxford  University.  Professor  Clark  was  honored  with  election 
to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Socie.tas  Novi  Testamenti  Stiidi- 
orum.  In  connection  with  his  trip  to  England,  he  also  visited  the 
Isle  of  Man  to  explore  Manx  culture  and  literature  and  acquired  a 
rare  copy  of  the  Manx  Bible  and  other  Manx  documents.  During 
the  fall  Professor  Clark  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Min- 
isterial Training  in  Salisbury  and  the  annual  session  of  the  North 
Carolina  Classical  Association.  He  has  recently  announced  the  com- 
pletion of  plans  for  the  Duke  Divinity  School  Seminars  to  be  held  in 
January  at  Salisbury  and  Wilson.  See  "The  Dean's  Desk"  for  fur- 
ther details  concerning  the  Seminars. 

Dean  Robert  E.  Cushman  was  preacher  at  the  Wesley  Memorial 
Methodist  Church,  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  in  August.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  Symposium  on  Religion  and  Psychiatry  at  the  Ra- 
leigh State  Hospital  on  October  15.  He  was  leader  of  the  Religious 
Emphasis  Week  program  at  Kentucky  Wesleyan  College  October 
20-24.  On  the  morning  of  October  25  he  preached  in  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Oklahoma  City,  and  addressed  the  Wesley  Foun- 
dation of  Oklahoma  City  that  evening.  He  was  lecturer  at  the 
Pastors'  School  of  the  Oklahoma  Conference,  meeting  at  Oklahoma 
Cit}-  University,  October  26-28.  He  addressed  the  pastors  on  the 
theme,  "Relating  Theology  to  Our  Contemporary  World."  The 
Dean  met  with  an  alumni  group  in  the  home  of  the  Reverend  Byron 
Cravens  on  Tuesday  evening,  October  27,  and  addressed  the  Re- 
ligious Fellowship  of  Oklahoma  City  University  on  Wednesday 
evening.  On  October  30  and  31  Dean  Cushman  attended  the  Com- 
mission on  Worship  of  Faith  and  Order  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  Chicago. 

5jc     ^     5}c     :il     2ic 

Commencement  time  is  a  particularly  busy  season  for  Professor 
James  T.  Cleland,  who,  here  and  there,  preached  one  baccalaureate 
sermon  and  gave  four  comn-iencement  addresses.  During  the  sum- 
mer he  delivered  five  sermons  at  the  Indiana  Annual  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Church  and  gave  ten  lectures  on  preaching  at  the  Min- 
isters' Week  of  the  University  of  Western   Ontario.     In  July  he 
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presided  over  the  third  CUnic  in  Preaching  at  Duke.  He  tells  us  that 
it  was  the  best  one  yet.  Nineteen  students  were  present,  representing 
six  denominations,  and  coming  from  points  as  distant  as  Texas  and 
New  York  State.  Since  neither  Dean  Cleland  nor  Dean  Van  Bogard 
Dunn  can  be  on  hand  in  1960,  it  is  unlikely  that  a  Clinic  will  be 
held  that  summer,  although  a  final  decision  on  this  matter  has  not 
l)een  reached.  A  sermon  which  Professor  Cleland  preached  in  the 
University  Chapel  on  February  9,  1957,  based  on  Eugene  O'Neill's 
play,  Long  Day's  Journey  into  Night,  has  been  published  in  Best 
Sermons:  1959-60,  Protestant  Edition,  edited  by  G.  Paul  Butler.  The 
title  of  the  sermon  is  "Long  Day's  Journey  into  Light."  A  previous 
sermon  by  Dr.  Cleland  was  included  in  the  1949-50  edition.  Pres- 
ently Professor  Cleland  is  enjoying  a  well-earned  sabbatical  leave. 
With  but  one  address,  to  the  American  Society  of  Plastic  and  Re- 
constructive Surgery,  he  has  spent  his  time  writing,  hopefully  for 
publication.  He  and  Mrs.  Cleland  expect  to  be  in  Europe  before  the 
next  issue  of  the  Bulletin. 

Professor  McMurry  S.  Richey  gave  an  address,  "Servant  of 
Whose  Word?"  at  the  Convocation  of  Methodist  Theological  Sem- 
inaries in  Nashville  early  in  July.  For  the  remainder  of  the  month  he 
was  Director  of  the  Approved  Pastors'  School  at  Duke.  In  August 
he  taught  in  the  Southeastern  Leadership  School  at  Lake  Junaluska 
and  served  on  the  Planning  Committee  of  the  Southern  States  Fac- 
ulty Christian  Conference,  held  at  Montreat,  August  24-28.  In  addi- 
tion he  attended  the  "Week  of  Work"  of  the  National  Council  on 
Religion  in  Higher  Education  held  at  Princeton  and  preached  in  a 
number  of  churches  in  North  Carolina  and  Kentucky. 
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Professor  H.  Shelton  Smith  taught  in  the  first  term  of  summer 
school  and  then  gave  the  remainder  of  the  summer  to  work  on  his 
manuscript  on  American  Christianity  which  will  soon  be  published  by 
Scribners.  Professor  W.  F.  Stinespring  also  taught  in  the  second  term 
of  the  Summer  Session  and  worked  on  commentaries  on  Samuel, 
Kings,  and  Chronicles  which  are  to  appear  in  the  Oxford  Concise 
Commentarv  on  the  RSV. 


Book  Reviews 


The  History  of  Israel.  Martin  Noth, 
translated  by  Stanley  Godman. 
Harper.     1958.     479  pp.     $7.50. 

A  Light  to  the  Nations,  An  Introduc- 
tion to  the  Old  Testament.  Norman 
K.  Gottwald.  Harper.  1959.  614 
pp.     $6.50. 

With  these  two  titles,  the  house  of 
Harper  continues  its  distinguished 
publishing  in  the  Old  Testament  field. 
The  first  makes  available  in  English  a 
work  that  has  evoked  wide  and  some- 
times heated  discussion  among  schol- 
ars. Even  in  English  it  is  not  easy 
reading.  The  German  is  translated 
(sometimes  badly)  but  the  occasional 
Hebrew  words  remain  untranslated 
and  untransliterated.  Hence  the  book 
must  be  regarded  as  something  of  a 
research  work  for  specialists,  though 
the  non-specialist  will  be  able  to  glean 
a  great  deal  from  it.  The  English 
reader  should  nevertheless  know  Ger- 
man, since  many  Biblical  and  Arabic 
proper  names  retain  a  Germanic  form 
not  always  easily  recognizable. 

So  much  for  form.  In  substance, 
the  work  expends  much  more  space 
than  is  usual  on  the  early  period  and 
its  traditions  ("The  Origins  of  the 
Tribes  of  Israel,"  "Traditions  of  the 
Sacred  Confederacy,"  and  the  like). 
The  author  feels  that  the  Biblical  story 
at  this  point  is  a  telescoped  and  legend- 
ary version  that  needs  much  help  from 
outside  sources  to  make  it  into  history. 
Noth  adds  to  the  historical  sources  his 
well-known  hypothesis  of  the  amphic- 
tyonic  nature  of  the  Twelve-tribe 
System.  But  as  the  story  proceeds, 
and  the  Biblical  sources  themselves 
become  more  historical,  Noth's  pres- 
entation becomes  more  like  that  in  the 
familiar  textbooks.  The  presentation 
ends,  as  is  usual  in  books  of  this  type, 
with  the  ghastly  failure  of  the  Jewish 
insurrections  against  Rome  in  A.D. 
70    and    135.      The    author,    however, 


with  deep  penetration  of  the  issues  of 
life,  shows  near  the  end  of  his  account 
that  the  Jews'  rejection  of  Christ  was 
a  much  greater  tragedy  than  the  loss 
of  their  political  independence.  This 
is  an  impressive  book ;  if  no  one  can 
agree  with  everything  in  it,  many  can 
learn  much  from  it. 

The  other  volume  is  considerably 
dififerent.  It  is  not  really  "An  Intro- 
duction to  the  Old  Testament"  in  the 
technical  sense  at  all,  but  is  a  college 
(and  seminary?)  textbook,  apparently 
produced  as  a  rival  to  B.  W.  Ander- 
son's Understanding  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, with  which  another  publisher 
has  had  so  much  success.  Books  of 
this  type  do  not  confine  themselves 
to  straight  geography,  history,  arche- 
ology, literary  criticism,  or  theology. 
Instead  they  blend  and  mix  these  dis- 
ciplines into  a  tasty  mess  of  pottage 
in  an  attempt  to  tickle  the  reluctant 
undergraduate  taste  for  religion.  Does 
this  attempt  do  the  job?  Yes,  and 
very  well,  granted  that  such  a  job 
must  be  done — that  is,  to  provide  a 
little  of  everything  about  the  Old 
Testament  in  one  volume  with  a  dash 
of  scholarship,  but  without  being  too 
technical.  Some  of  the  good  features 
are  glossy  paper,  large  print,  nu- 
merous maps,  drawings,  and  illustra- 
tions, chronological  charts,  a  glossary 
of  technical  terms,  an  adequate  bib- 
liography, and  finally,  an  appendix 
(about  30  pp.)  of  translated  texts 
from  surrounding  cultures  that  throw 
light  upon  or  parallel  the  Old  Testa- 
ment to  some  degree.  This  appendix 
is  a  clever  idea.  It  and  other  good 
features  should  give  the  author  and 
publisher  a  share  of  the  lucrative  text- 
book market,  in  spite  of  a  wrong  use 
of  the  word  "Jew,"  some  odd  trans- 
literations of  Hebrew  words,  a  bit  of 
confusion  about  the  Hyksos,  and  the 
usual  overdone  treatment  of  the  woman 
problem  in  Hosea. — W.  F.  Stinespring. 
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The  Bible  ill  the  Making.  Geddes 
MacGregor.    Lippincott.     1959.    447 

PI).     $6.00. 

By  what  right  docs  one  author,  in 
the  space  of  a  few  months,  turn  out  a 
volume  on  a  famous  English  legal 
trial,  one  on  the  philosophy  of  religion, 
and  one  on  papal  infallibility,  in  addi- 
tion to  this  one  about  to  be  reviewed  ? 
Well,  he  has  a  degree  in  law  from 
Edinburgh,  a  D.Phil,  from  Oxford, 
and  a  doctoral  es  lettres.  snmma  cum 
hnide,  from  the  Sorbonne.  But,  since 
he  has  also  been  an  ordained  minister 
for  twenty  years,  he  remembers  the 
average  man  in  the  ordinary  pew  who 
asks  questions  like  these :  What  got 
tlie  Bible  started?  Who  decided  what 
went  into  it  ?  Why  are  there  so  many 
different  English  translations  today? 
Here  MacGregor  (Professor  of  Phi- 
losophy and  Religion  at  Bryn  Mawr) 
tells  him  in  twenty-two  chapters, 
throwing  in  fourteen  appendices  for 
good  measure  on  such  diversely  related 
subjects  as:  some  misleading  words 
in  the  King  James  Version  and  their 
correction ;  the  number  of  chapters, 
verses,  and  words  in  the  Bible ;  non- 
biblical  sayings  of  Jesus.  Here  is 
scholarship  which  refuses  to  be  pe- 
dantic, written  in  a  style  which  in- 
trigues as  its  instructs.  It  is  a  book 
for  everyone :  the  pulpit  and  tlie  pew, 
the  believer  and  tlie  agnostic,  the  stu- 
dent and  the  general  reader.  Mac- 
Gregor has  pulled  it  off  again ! — J.  T. 
Cleland. 

The  Halting  Kingdom.  John  and 
Rena  Karefa-Smart.  Friendship. 
1959.     86  pp.     $1.00. 

This  little  booklet  in  the  S.V.M. 
series  will  be  an  inspiration  and  an 
education  for  all  who  are  concerned 
with  the  World  Mission  of  the  Church 
— especially  in  Africa.  Written  by  two 
brilliant  and  attractive  young  Negroes 
(she  from  Connecticut,  he  an  ordained 
preacher  and  doctor  and  cabinet  min- 
ister in  his  native  Sierra  Leone),  The 
Halting  Kingdom  describes  the  po- 
litical and  social  revolution  as  the 
"setting   for   the   Kingdom,"  and  then 


the    role   of   the    Church,    hesitant   but 
hopeful. — C.  Lacy. 

The  Riddle  of  Roman  Catholicism. 
Jaroslav  Pelikan.  Abingdon.  1959. 
272  pp.     $4.00. 

Protestants  have  traditionally  been 
little  able  (or  willing!)  to  understand 
Roman  Catholicism.  Stereotyped  mis- 
apprehension and  hidden  admiration 
take,  alas,  all  too  often — on  both  sides 
of  the  fence — the  place  of  charitable 
concern.  Jaroslav  Pelikan's  reap- 
praisal of  the  riddle  of  Roman  Ca- 
tholicism from  a  Protestant  perspec- 
tive is  therefore  as  needful  as  it  is 
timely,  particularly  in  light  of  the 
so-called  Ecumenical  Council  sum- 
moned by  Pope  John  XXIII  and  the 
forthcoming  U.S.  Presidential  elec- 
tion— both  of  which  are  of  great  con- 
cern for  American  Protestants  1 

The  first  part  of  the  book  is  devoted 
to  a  historical  survey  which  traces 
the  eventful  development  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church  from  apostolic  times  to 
the  promulgation  of  the  dogma  of  the 
assumption  of  Mary  in  1950.  A  sec- 
ond section,  more  systematic  in  na- 
ture, considers  the  essence  of  Roman 
Catholicism  in  terms  of  its  doctrine  of 
the  Church,  its  sacramental  system, 
and  its  relationship  to  philosophy  and 
culture.  The  remainder  of  the  book 
discusses  what  is  (or  should  be)  one 
of  the  most  pertinent  issues  facing 
Western  Christendom  today :  the  re- 
union of  the  two  great  Christian  tra- 
ditions. Prof.  Pelikan  points  out  the 
areas  of  agreement  and  of  disagree- 
ment, but  does  not  resolve  the  tension 
between  the  possible  and  desirable  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  impossible  and 
undesirable  on  the  other.  One  cannot 
fail  to  note,  however,  the  author's  con- 
cern for  more  communication  between 
the  two  traditions,  for  which  today — 
in  spite  of  the  dogma  of  the  assump- 
tion of  Mary — conditions,  in  his  opin- 
ion, are  more  congenial  than  at  any 
time  since  the  sixteenth  century. 

Though  his  discussion  is  indeed 
thought-provoking,  one  wonders  if  his 
constant  reference  to  "Protestantism"  , 
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IS  not  an  illusion  :  l"or  \vc  sadly  note 
that  there  are  only  over  two  hundred 
Protestant  "denominations,"  of  which 
■even  those  of  like  faith,  but  different 
ethnic  background,  cannot  come  to- 
gether.— H.  J.  Hillerbrand. 

Foundations  of  the  Respo}isible  So- 
ciety. Walter  G.  Muelder.  Abing- 
don.    1959.    304  pp.    $6.00. 

When  James  Gustafson  of  Yale  was 
at  Duke  two  years  ago,  he  remarked 
on  the  growing  academic  confusion  be- 
tween Christian  social  ethics  and  re- 
ligious sociology.  However  the  line 
■of  distinction  is  drawn,  this  major 
volume  by  the  Dean  of  Boston  Uni- 
versity School  of  Theology  belongs  in 
the  latter  category.  It  might  be 
labelled  "ecumenical  sociology,"  for  it 
takes  the  phrase  and  the  norms  of  "the 
responsible  society"  from  Amsterdam 
and  other  church  conferences.  But 
the  main  approach  is  to  describe  so- 
ciety (sometimes  with  unnecessary 
statistics  and  sociological  jargon)  as 
it  is,  and  as  it  should  be  when  made 
"responsible."  Half  the  volume  deals 
with  economic  issues,  and  one  misses 
from  "a  comprehensive  survey  of 
Christian  social  ethics"  any  discussion 
whatever  of  race  relations. 

Each  reader  will  agree  or  disagree 
with  Dean  Muelder  at  different  points. 
Personally,  I  welcome  the  treatment 
of  justice,  freedom,  equality,  and  the 
recognition  of  a  lack  of  coherence  be- 
tween Barth's  theology  and  his  polit- 
ical position.  I  question  the  defini- 
tion of  property  as  personal  rights, 
or  the  claim  that  "distributive  justice 
is  the  greatest  practical  issue  of  our 
time."  But  this  book  will  contribute 
immeasurably  to  a  clearer  understand- 
ing of  "the  responsible  society,"  and 
until  w^e  preachers  have  that,  we  shall 
not  practice  responsible  Christian 
ethics. — C.  Lacy. 


terial,  frequently  published  in  relative- 
ly inaccessible  journals,  is  made  readi- 
ly available  for  collateral  reading  and 
personal  libraries.  The  editor  has 
grouped  his  selection  of  49  articles  into 
the  following  traditional  topic  head- 
ings :  the  history  of  the  psychology  of 
religion,  religious  experience  and  con- 
version, religious  development,  the 
various  aspects  of  religious  life  (be- 
lief, faith,  prayer,  worship),  psycho- 
pathologj%  method  and  research.  Al- 
though the  editor  has  included  a  con- 
temporary study  in  each  area,  the  em- 
phasis has  been  placed  on  "classical" 
papers.  The  reader  will  be  dis- 
appointed if  he  looks  for  articles  re- 
flecting current  interests  in  existential- 
ism, mental  health,  pastoral  care,  and 
the  relations  between  psychiatry  and 
religion. 

Once  one  has  accepted  the  restric- 
tion to  classical  articles  there  is  no 
quarrel  with  the  range  of  reading  pro- 
vided. Of  the  49  articles  included  in 
only  one  instance  is  there  as  many  as 
three  from  any  one  writer.  The  differ- 
ent points  of  view  make  for  stimulating 
and  refreshing  reading.  Some  of  the 
articles  seem  much  too  brief;  several 
are  less  than  a  page.  Nevertheless  the 
articles  are  selected  with  such  skill 
that  they  seem  to  hang  together  as 
chapter  subheadings. 

There  are  also  several  very  fine 
survey-type  articles  on  psychoanalytic 
and  psychological  approaches  to  re- 
ligion and  the  present  status  of  the 
psychology  of  religion.  These  alone 
make  the  book  worth  having. 

The  final  chapter,  on  "Method  and 
Research"  is  much  too  brief.  Fur- 
thermore, two  of  its  three  articles  are 
more  than  twenty  years  old.  The  re- 
viewer would  like  to  have  seen  a  more 
thorough  review  of  research  method- 
ology together  with  some  current  re- 
search trends. — R.  A.  Goodling. 


Readings  in  the  Psychology  of  Re- 
ligion. Orlo  Strunic,  Jr.  (Ed.)  Ab- 
ingdon.    1959.    288  pp.    $4.50. 

This   book  joins   a   growing   list  of 
"readings"  whereby  basic,  original  ma- 


Sermons  Preached  in  a  Uniz-ersity 
Church.  George  A.  Buttrick.  Ab- 
ingdon.   1959.    223  pp.    $3.75. 

If  you  had  to  preach  regularly  in  a 
college  pulpit,  what  would  you  select 
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for  topics?  George  Buttrick  reveals 
in  this  book  that  you  would  choose 
just  what  you  picked  out  (or,  should 
have  picked  out)  for  any  pulpit,  any- 
where :  the  eternal  Word  of  God 
answering  mans  questions,  speaking  to 
man's  needs,  giving  man  courage.  He 
starts  with  a  single  sermon  on  "Lone- 
ly Voyage,"  spends  the  next  nine  on 
"Faith  and  Doubt,"  and  nine  more  on 
"Faith  and  Life."  Sermons  follow  on 
emphases  in  the  Christian  Year,  and 
tlie  twenty-sixth — the  last — pleads  with 
his  hearers  (readers)  to  stop  being 
orthodox  atheists  in  church  and  to  live 
in  the  mystery  of  the  "Dimension  of 
Depth."  There  is  everything  here  that 
we  expect  from  Buttrick :  an  at-home- 
ness  with  biblical  thought ;  a  sweep  of 
literary  references ;  a  pastoral  im- 
agination for  his  young  academic  con- 
temporaries, and  a  confidence  that  this 
kind  of  preaching  is  what  God  expects 
of  him  in  the  fifties  of  the  twentieth 
century.  The  homiletical  professor  is 
evident  in  the  sermonic  outlining 
(which  I  cannot  always  follow!),  in 
his  meticulous  footnotes  (provided  as 
an  appendix)  and  in  his  teaching-to- 
save  motivation.  On  the  last  page  of 
the  last  sermon  he  gives  the  reason  for 
a  chapel  like  his  at  Harvard  and  for 
ours  at  Duke :  "The  university  needs 
the  Church  to  keep  the  dimension  of 
depth."— J.  T.   Cleland. 

Preaching:  The  Art  of  Communica- 
tion. Leslie  J.  Tizard.  Oxford. 
1957.    107  pp.    $2.25. 

Your  reviewer  began  this  book  with 
interest  for  two  reasons.  The  first 
was  that  the  author,  a  pulpit-master, 
wrote  it  knowing  that  he  was  dying, 
and  I  wanted  to  read  his  last  words  to 
fellow-preachers.  The  second  reason 
was  the  quotation  on  the  title-page 
which  revealed  that  the  over-worked 
word  "communication"  is  not  an 
American  homiletical  invention  but 
was  used,  about  preaching,  by  the 
sainted  Richard  Baxter  in  1656  A.D. 
Yet  the  book  bored  me,  at  first.  It 
was  not  bad;  it  was  just  ordinary. 
Then  I  became  excited,  and  again  for 


two  reasons.  L.  J.  Tizard  has  a  knack 
for  appositely  used  quotations :  "What 
this  parish  needs  is  a  minister  who 
knows  God  other  than  by  hearsay" — 
Thomas  Carlyle  (p.  2)2)  ;  "I  am  proof 
against  all  illusions  except  those  that 
flatter  me"— Bernard  Shaw  (p.  39). 
Secondly,  Chapter  IV,  on  "The  Art  of 
Communication"  is  the  finest  mono- 
graph I  have  read  on  getting  the  ser- 
mon from  the  pulpit  to  the  pew.  In 
forty-five  pages  this  subject  is  defined, 
analyzed,  and  synthesized.  Space  is 
given  to  the  congregation's  reactions ; 
to  methods  of  delivery,  with  "ex- 
tempore" voted  on  as  best;  to  clarity 
through  style  and  illustration.  The  last 
chapter,  on  "Pastoral  Preaching,"  is 
almost  as  good.  But  Chapter  IV  is 
worth  the  price  of  the  book.  It  will 
be  re-read,  digested,  puzzled  over,  and 
quoted  by  me,  often.  This  is  one 
volume-for-review  which  will  be  kept. 
—J.  T.  Cleland. 

The  Blind  Seer.  John  Crew  Tyler. 
Philosophical  Library.  1959.  175 
pp.    $4.75. 

The  minister  of  the  Central  Brick 
Presbyterian  Church  in  East  Orange, 
New  Jersey,  has  here  provided  an  il- 
luminating study  of  George  Matheson 
(1842-1906),  the  renowned  Scottish 
hymn  writer  and  minister  of  St. 
Bernard's  Church  in  Edinburgh.  The 
author  essays  "to  investigate  the  the- 
ological thought,  preaching,  and  poetry 
of  Matheson." 

After  succinctly  sketching  the  es- 
sential biographical  data  in  chapter 
one,  the  writer  moves  at  once  to  an 
appraisal  of  the  intellectual  lustre  and 
personal  magnitude  of  Matheson  as  a 
theologican  and  preacher.  The  reader 
will  be  often  impressed  by  the  explora- 
tive thrust  of  Matheson's  mind.  Ed- 
ward Caird's  brilliant  exposition  of 
Hegelian  thought  provided  the  initial 
stimulus  tliat  gave  new  intellectual 
daring  to  Matheson.  One  is  gratified 
to  find  that,  at  the  very  time  when 
the  science  and  religion  controversy 
was  at  the  fore  and  fidgety  theologians 
were    vigorously'    defending    the    his- 
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toric  faith,  Matheson  readily  accepted 
the  Darwinian  viewpoint  as  a  "prob- 
able hypothesis"  and  looked  upon  it  as 
abetting  theistic  belief.  In  1885  he 
published  Can  the  Old  Faith  Live  vuith 
the  New?,  a  book  which  considered 
the  problem  of  evolution  in  relation  to 
revelation. 

One  of  the  most  engaging  studies 
within  this  book  is  the  author's 
analysis  of  Matheson's  conception  of 
revelation.  With  real  penetration  Dr. 
Tyler  examines  the  great  Scotsman's 
views  on  such  matters  as  Biblical  au- 
thority, divine  sovereignty,  love,  jus- 
tice, sin,  and  the  person  and  work  of 
Christ.  The  discussion  of  Matheson 
as  preacher  and  poet — his  devotional 
literature,  sermonic  and  literary  themes 
and  style,  luminous  and  forceful 
imagery  of  language,  and  conception 
of  the  pastoral  office — is  stimulating 
indeed. 

For  an  understanding  of  the  total 
dimensions  of  Matheson  the  reviewer 
believes  that  this  revealing  inquiry 
amply  justifies  the  publisher's  claim — 
"a  sensitive  study  of  a  dedicated  life." 
—J.  W.  Carlton. 

Out  of  Nazareth.     Donald  M.  Baillie. 
Scribner's.    New  York.    1959.   $3.50. 

This  second  posthumous  selection 
from  Donald  Baillie's  writings  by  his 
brother  John  provides  an  opportunity 
to  see  theology  as  a  servant  of  preach- 
ing and  effective  teaching.  The 
themes  and  ideas  in  this  book  are 
not  new  for  one  who  had  read  Don- 
ald Baillie's  other  works,  but  they  are 
helpfully  restated.  The  sermons  se- 
lected are  good  but  not  outstanding, 
though  they  do  reveal  fine  use  of 
illustrations  from  everyday  life.  The 
four  concluding  essays  are  clear, 
trenchant  statements  of  some  cardinal 
ideas  found  in  Baillie's  previous  books. 
These  essays  can  be  highly  recom- 
mended for  anyone  interested  in 
choice,  short  statements  on  Christol- 
ogy  and  on  the  Trinity.  The  minister 
will  find  renewal  of  heart  and  mind 
in  reading  the  book  and  he  can  recom- 
mend  it    with    enthusiasm   to   his    lay 


people.  But  one  would  hope  that  this 
book  will  incite  its  readers  to  go  back 
and  carefully  reread  Baillie's  finest 
work,  God  Was  in  Christ. — T.  A. 
Langford. 

Frontier  Bishop:  the  life  and  times  of 
Robert  Richford  Roberts  1778-1843. 
Worth  Marion  Tippy.  Abingdon. 
1958.    201  pp.    $3.50. 

The  story  of  Robert  Richford  Rob- 
erts, pioneer  of  the  Methodist  church 
in  America,  is  told  in  fascinating  in- 
cident and  specific  detail  by  Worth 
Marion  Tippy  in  his  study  of  the 
frontier  bishop.  The  westward  ex- 
pansion during  the  tumultuous  period 
from  the  close  of  the  Revolution  to 
the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century 
is  the  background  for  the  life  and  work 
of  Roberts,  who,  born  in  Maryland 
of  Church  of  England  parents,  joined 
a  Methodist  society  after  experiencing 
conversion  in  his  fourteenth  year,  and 
subsequently  became  a  justly  revered 
leader  in  the  church. 

The  vignettes  of  western  life  give 
vitality  and  charm  to  the  chronicle  of 
Roberts'  career.  They  also  delineate 
the  character  of  the  man  in  presenting 
the  difficulties,  however  romantic, 
which  he  surmounted.  The  figure  of 
the  youthful  Roberts  of  the  Shenango 
Valley  period  is  appealing.  After  a 
hard  Sunday's  journey  to  an  Indian 
camp  to  buy  sugar,  he  is  trapped  in  a 
swamp  by  early  darkness  and,  stand- 
ing in  the  rain,  listens  to  the  howling 
of  the  panthers  and  realizes  helplessly 
that  his  precious  purchase  is  melt- 
ing. His  reaction  is  a  vow  never  to 
profane  the  day  again.  While  still 
uncertain  about  his  fitness  for  the  min- 
istry, in  the  midst  of  farm  labor,  he 
leaves  "his  horses  .  .  .  [to]  go  into 
the  nearby  woods  to  pray,  or  to  preach 
to  the  trees."  As  a  bishop  of  the 
church  he  travels,  often  for  months 
at  a  time,  still  harassed  by  the  wilder- 
ness. We  see  him  sleeping  with  his 
saddle  for  a  pillow,  and  the  lead  rope 
of  his  horse  in  his  hand.  Once  he 
goes  for  three  days  without  food,  ex- 
cept for  wild  berries.  Admiration  for 
the  man  is  spontaneous.     It  is  under- 
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standable  that  Tippy's  treatment  of 
him  is  somewhat  less  than  objective. 
This  biographical  study  would  be 
improved  with  more  careful  docu- 
mentatation.  We  should  like  to  know 
the  sources  of  some  of  Roberts'  quoted 
conversations.  It  would  also  be 
stronger  with  less  editorial  comment. 
We  do  not  need  to  be  told  that  Rob- 
erts is  a  great  man.  The  facts  speak 
for  themselves.  Frontier  Bishop  still 
remains  an  authentic  picture  of  a  great 
Methodist,  and  we  are  indebted  to 
Tippy  for  his  enthusiastic  tribute. — 
S.  C.  Henry. 

A  Mirror  of  the  Ministry  in  Modern 
Novels.  Horton  Davies.  Oxford. 
1959.    186  pp.    $3.75. 

The  portraits  of  modern  clergymen 
reflected  in  the  glass  of  fifteen  repre- 
sentative writers  whose  work  Horton 
Davies  considers  in  this  volume,  which 
is  perceptive  of  theological  assumption 
and  knowingly  appreciative  of  literary 
excellence,  are  discussed  under  five 
categories :  "Preachers  and  Evange- 
lists" embrace  such  varied  types  as 
Hawthorne's  deteriorating  Dimmes- 
dale,  the  repellent  Elmer  Gantry,  and 
the  lovable,  human  parson  of  James 
Street's  The  Gauntlet;  "Divines  in 
Doubt,"  strangely  absent  from  con- 
temporary stories  of  the  atomic  age, 
are  necessarily  all  from  novels  of  an- 
other era ;  the  Catholic  priests  of  "The 
Confessional  and  the  Altar"  appear 
in  tales  of  the  paradox  of  divine  grace 
mediated  through  unworthy  channels 
to  undeserving  man,  and  they  stand  as 
question  and  reproach  to  the  Protes- 
tant tradition;  "Pilgrims,  not  Stran- 
gers" are  missionaries,  whether  cari- 
catured, as  is  the  Rev'd  Dr.  Davidson 
of  Rain,  or  near  canonized,  as  is  Alan 
Paton's  Stephen  Kumalo ;  here,  too, 
are  the  ministers  who  are  "Com- 
munity Leaders,"  for  good,  as  in  the 
work  of  Hartzel  Spence,  or  for  ill,  as 
in  that  of  Peter  DeVries. 

Davies'  pertinent  comments  arc  ex- 
pressed in  graceful  style,  and  the  il- 
lustrative quotations  from  the  books  he 
examines  have  been  chosen  with  wis- 
dom and  taste.     Althougli  it  would  be 


good  to  have  an  analysis  of  Tlir 
World  and  the  Flesh  and  Father 
Smith  included  in  this  work,  the  selec- 
tion of  novels  treated  is  quite  sati.^- 
factory. 

In  his  intelligent  presentation  Davies 
performs  the  role  he  ascribes  to  the 
novelists  of  whom  he  writes — that  of 
Socratic  gadflj\  One  cannot  read  tlie 
work  without  speculating  upon  the 
nature  and  the  adequacy  of  the  con- 
temporary clergyman,  nor  can  he  read 
it  without  hoping  that  Professor 
Davies  may  in  time  offer  his  own  fic- 
tional picture  of  the  warning  squalor 
and  encouraging  grandeur  in  the  min- 
istry. As  he  rightly  observes,  only 
the  Christian  artist  can  provide  this ; 
the  present  volume  suggests  that  he 
is  equal  to  the  task.— S.  C.  Henry. 

The  Cokcsbiiry  Marriage  Manual,  Re- 
vised and  Enlarged  Edition.  Wil- 
liam H.  Leach,  editor.  Abingdon. 
1959.    171  pp.    $2.50. 

It  is  like  carrying  coals  to  New- 
castle (though  the  mineral  is  actually 
being  transported  to  the  Tyne  nowa- 
days) to  recommend  The  Cokesbury 
Marriage  Manual  to  Methodist  min- 
isters. But,  if  you  do  not  own  a 
copy,  read  on.  Here  is  a  compilation 
of  orders  of  worship  for  the  marriage 
service  from  five  denominational 
sources  with  three  privately  con- 
structed rituals  thrown  in  for  good 
measure.  There  follows  "A  Golden 
\\^edding  Service"  which  may  be 
adapted  for  other  significant  anni- 
versaries. Then  come  advice  on  the 
conduct  of  a  wedding  and  on  pre- 
and  post-marital  counselling,  the  pro- 
nouncements of  the  National  Council 
and  of  seven  Protestant  churches  on 
matrimony,  a  bil^liography.  and  a  tab- 
ulation of  the  state  laws  on  marriage 
and  divorce.  Since  it  is  at  the  cele- 
bration of  a  wedding  that  most  of  us 
cross  denominational  lines  and  be- 
come "ecunianiac,"  it  is  fitting — even 
necessary — for  us  to  have  this  little 
7'ade  mccuni  at  hand.  This  is  one  of 
.Xbingdon's  better  books. — J.  T.  Clel- 
and. 
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Let  Us  Pray.     Oxford.     1959.    95  pp. 
$2.00. 

This  volume  is  accurately  described, 
and  almost  adequately  reviewed,  in  its 
lengthy  subtitle :  A  Book  of  Prayers 
for  Use  in  Families,  Schools  and  Fel- 
lozi'ships,  Prepared  by  the  Committee 
on  Public  Worship  and  Aids  to  De- 
votion of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland.  It  is  the 
product  of  one  hundred  years  of  study 
and  the  outcome  of  previous  volumes 
in  1859,  1879,  1923,  and  1926.  There 
is   a  first  section  of  prayers   for  the 


home :  a  week's  devotions,  morning 
and  evening ;  the  high  moments  of  the 
sacraments;  the  great  days  in  the 
Christian  Year.  The  second  part  con- 
centrates on  the  area  of  the  public 
school,  in  the  classrooms  and  at  as- 
semblies. The  third  division  deals 
with  youth  work  in  the  local  church. 
The  prayers  may  be  too  formal  for 
those  who  have  an  "extempore"  bent; 
but  here  are  wise  organization,  a  sense 
of  the  occasion,  liturgical  eloquence, 
grave  dignity,  and  what  Dr.  MoflFatt 
called  "the  thrill  of  tradition." — J.  T. 
Cleland. 
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Duke  University  Summer  Session 


THERE  ^\^i\\  be  two  terms  oi  the  Duke  University  Summer  Session 
of  1960.  The  first  term  Avill  begin  on  June  10  and  end  on  July 
15.     The  second  term  will  begin  on  July  16  and  end  on  August  20. 

Courses  in  religion  and  related  fields  will  be  offered  in  the  Duke 
Uni\ersity  Summer  Session.  These  courses  are  subject  to  all  the  regu- 
lations of  the  Duke  University  Summer  Session  as  published  in  the 
Summer  Session  Bulletin.  The  undergraduate  credits  secured  will 
count  on  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  Di\init)'  School  credits  will 
count  on  the  Bachelor  of  Divinity  and  Master  of  Religious  Education 
deerees.  Graduate  School  credits  ^vill  count  on  the  Master  of  Arts 
and  Doctor  of  Philosophy  degrees.  These  credits  may,  of  course,  be 
transferred  to  other  colleges,  universities,  and  theological  schools  in 
the  same  ^vay  that  such  transfer  of  credit  is  usually  made. 

Candidates  for  degrees  from  Duke  University  should  be  iomially 
admitted  to  the  school  which  w'ill  confer  the  degree.  Candidates  for 
the  B.D.  and  M.R.E.  degrees  must  be  admitted  to  the  Divinity  School; 
candidates  for  the  A.M.  and  Ph.D.  degrees  must  be  admitted  to  the 
Graduate  School  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

Pre-Knrollment 

Students  in  residence  at  Duke  University  during  the  spring  semester 
1960  who  plan  to  enroll  for  courses  offered  in  the  1960  Summer  Session 
will  pre-enroll  on  the  follow  dates: 

Tlie  Divinity  School 
April  28-29 

Students  not  in  residence  may  })re-enroll  by  mail.  Request  for 
application  blank  should  be  made  to  the  Summer  Session  Office,  Duke 
University.  Completed  applications  should  be  mailed  to  the  Dean  of 
the  Di\inity  School,  l^uke  University. 

Rcyistration 

o 

Students  in  residence  avIio  liavc  [)rc-enrollcd  on  April  28  and  29 
may  complete  their  registration  in  the  Summer  Session  Office  on  May 
16-Jiuie  1.  Advance  registration  in  the  Summer  Session  Office  includes: 


1.  Completion  of  various  Summer  Session  forms. 

2.  Payment  of  University  fees. 

Students  not  in  residence  at  Duke  University  during  the  spring- 
semester  of  1960  whose  applications  are  approved  by  the  Dean  of  the 
Divinity  School  may  complete  registration  by  mail  through  June  4. 
Advance  registration  by  mail  with  the  Summer  Session  Office  includes: 

1.  Completion  in  full  and  return  of  forms  re(juired  by  the  Sununer 
Session  Office  by  June  4. 

2.  Payment  of  University  fees  by  June  4. 

Students  who  complete  registration  with  the  Summer  Session  Office 
on  or  before  June  4  need  not  be  present  at  the  general  registration  in 
the  large  gymnasiimi  on  June  10.    They  will  meet  classes  on  Jiuie  11. 

All  Summer  Session  students  whose  classes  begin  on  June  11  Term 
I,  who  do  not  complete  registration  in  the  Summer  Session  Office  on 
or  before  June  4  must  present  themselves  at  general  registration  in  the 
large  gymnasium  on  June  10  to  register. 

Any  student  who  jails  to  register  on  or  before  June  10,  Term  I; 
July  16,  Term  II;  will  be  charged  a  fee  of  $5.00  for  late  registration. 

All  changes  in  courses  other  than  those  required  by  the  University 
will  require  a  payment  of  SI .00  for  each,  change  made. 

Fees  and  Expe/ises 

The  University  fee  is  as  follows: 

Covering  registration,  tuition  and  medical  care  ii)21.50  per  semester 
hour. 

One  half  of  the  above  fee  is  rebated  to  students  enrolled  in  the 
Divinity  School,  -^vho  will  pay  $10.75  per  semester  hour. 

Applications  for  admission  may  be  obtained  from  either  the  Di- 
\inity  School  Office  or  the  Summer  Session  Office. 

Room  and  Board 

In  all  dormitories  the  rate  of  room  rent  is  $22.50,  per  term,  for 
each  student,  Avhere  two  students  occupy  a  room.  Single  rooms  are 
available  at  the  rate  of  $35.00  for  each  term,  but  in  limited  numbers. 
Graduate  and  undergraduate  students  will   be   assigned   to   separate 


rcsiilciRc  halls  in  so  far  as  is  possible.  The  Divinity  School  and 
Housing;  Bmcau  will  be  glad  to  assist  married  students  in  locating 
accommodations  for  themselves  and  their  families  off  the  campus. 
Oc(U})ants  of  the  University  rooms  furnish  their  own  bed  linen, 
blankets,  pillows,  and  to^vels.  Applications  for  rooms  should  be  made 
to  tlic  Housing  Bureau. 

Board  will  be  provided  in  the  University  cafeteria  at  approximately 
S72.0()  for  each  term  depending  upon  the  needs  and  tastes  of  the  in- 
(li\i(lu:il. 


Advanced  Degrees 


The  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Divinity  and  Master  of  Religious  Edu- 
cation are  offered  in  the  Divinity  School. 

The  degrees  offered  in  the  Graduate  School  of  Arts  and  Sciences 
are  Master  of  Arts  and  Doctor  of  Philosophy. 

Graduate  study  in  religion  leading  to  the  degrees  of  Master  of 
Arts  and  Doctor  of  Philosophy  may  be  pursued  in  three  fields:  (1) 
Biblical  Studies:  (2)  Studies  in  Churcli  History;  and  (3)  Studies  in 
Christian  Theology  and  Ethics. 

Candidates  for  advanced  degrees  must  be  graduates  of  colleges  of 
recognized  standing. 

Upon  request  the  Director  of  the  Summer  Session  or  the  Dean 
of  the  Divinity  School  will  furnish  bulletins  containing  detailed  de- 
scription of  the  academic  requirements  for  the  degrees  of  Bachelor 
of  Divinity,  Master  of  Religious  Education,  Master  of  Arts,  and  Doctor 
of  Philosophy. 


Religious  Se?^vices 


University  religious  services  are  held  each  Sunday  morning  at  11:00 
o'clock  in  the  University  Chapel.  All  students  are  cordially  invited 
to  attend. 


The  Summer  Session  of  the 
Divinity  School 

Su/u///e/;  1960 

Class  enrollments  will  be  controlled  as  occasion  may  arise  so  as  to  secure  a 
fairly  even  distribution  among  the  courses  offered  in  each  term. 

First  Term:    June   10-July  15 

21  (DS)  THE  THEOLOGY  OF  THE  PROTESTANT  REFORM.V  1  lON.-^Thc  Ref- 
ormation of  the  16th  century  and  its  outcome  in  the  I7th  and  18th  centuries. 
7:40-9:00.  3  s.h.  Mr.  Grislis 

28  (DS)  HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  CHRISTIANITY.-A  consideration  of  the  na- 
ture of  Christianity  in  America  and  the  history  of  its  development.   7:40-9:00.   3  s.h. 

Mr.  Henry 

llti  (^DS)  LIVING  ISSUES  OF  NEW  TESTAMENT  THEOLOGY.-Examination  of 
recent  major  questions  of  debate  in  the  New  Testament  field.     11:00-12:20.     3  s.h. 

Mr.  Anderson 

195  (DS)  ORIGINS  OF  DOGMATIC  THOUGHT.-An  analysis  of  dogmatic  con- 
cepts in  the  Gospel  of  John:  their  development  into  a  body  of  cfoctrine.  9:20- 
10:40.     3  s.h.  Mr.  Herzoc 

Second  Term:  July  16-Aug.  20 

32  (DS)  CONTEMPORARY  \VESTERN  CULTURE.-An  analysis  of  the  conceptual 
commitments  in  contemporary  styles  of  thought  and  life  as  reflected  in  the  natural 
sciences,  philosophy,  social  analysis,  and  the  arts.    9:20-10:40.    3  s.h.  Mr.  Poteat 

111  (DS)  THE  CHURCH  AND  RACE.-An  examination  of  the  biological  and  so- 
cial meaning  of  race,  the  dynamics  of  race  relations  and  the  Church's  responsibility 
in  the  area  of  contemporary  life.    7:40-9:00.    3  s.h.  Mr.  Ranson 

192  (DS)  CHRISTIANITY  AND  INTERNATIONAL  RELATIONS.-An  applica- 
tion of  Christian  Ethics  to  world  problems.     7:40-9:00.     3  s.h.  Mr.  Lacy 

224  (DS)  CONCEPTIONS  OF  MAN  IN  WESTERN  THOUGHT.-An  analysis  and 
interpretation  of  important  tvpes  of  philosophical  and  theological  theory.  11:00- 
12:20.    3  s.h.  '  Mr.  Richf.y 


The  School  for  Approved  Supply  Pastors, 
July  18-August  12 

William  Arthur  Kale,  Director,  Box  4353,  Duke  Station 
DURHAM,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


